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£Nrikoii/s of St Peterjbûrg. — Czarko-felc^^-'—^Monû* 
ments eteSled in the gardens of the palate in honour * 
of the Counts Orioffs and Marjhal Ronianzaff^.^^Ora^ 
nienbdtimy built by MeHzlkoff. — Particulars reffèél^ 

" ingthls celebrated fnany the companion and favourite 
bf Peter L-^I/finienfe influence y "whichi he pàffeffed.-^ 
Anecdotet.^'Menzikoff^ s fall under the C:iar Peter IL 

WE hâve^ in the fortner ^volume, laid before 
our readers all the moft important faftâ 
fconnefted with the government of Ruffia, and the 
ttifferent inftitutionsj which owe their exiftence 
to the Czar Peter I. and to the celebrated Em^ 
prefles, who fucceeded him^ and appeared to have 
bx. on the throne,-, folely for the purpofe pf ex- 
VoL. H* A tending 
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tending and improving the plans, which Peter had 
only been allowed to fketeh ; for the legiflator, who 
has refcued his country from barbarifm, and given 
it laws, .with the view of diffufing knowledge and 
civilization through all its parts, has been engaged 
in nothing but a beautiful dream, if time and cir- 
cumÛances rear not a ftately and folid edifice on the 
foundation he had laid. 

We are now going to give an account of the dif- 
ferent excurfions we made in the neighbourhood of 
St Peterfburg, before we took final leave of this ca- 
pitaL The. places we vifited, independent of what 
has been already narrated, would be capable of ^- 
ving an advantageous idea of the Rufilan monarchs; 
thefe were Czarko-felo, Oranienbaum, Peterflioff, 
and SchluflTclburg, which are fo many palaces, or 
country-houfes, whither the Czars retire to enjoy 
a little refpite from the toils of government, or 
throw oflF the yoke of court etiquette, equally heavy 
and fatiguing ; a yoke, which in fpite erf all that 
has been done by Peter, by Catharine L Anne, and 
Catharine II. to banilh it, continues yet at St Pe- 
tferfburg what it was at the court of the proud 
Charles V. and his haughty fucceffors, who at this 
day have even the arrogance to make their domef- 
tics kneel, while they ferve them. It is not rules 
that dcftroy etiquette ; it is opinion, which is in- 
formed, or confents to be informed by reafon.' 

CZARKO* 
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CzARKo-sELo IS an Imperial palace about twenty 
werfts from St Peterfburg, and the favourite refi- 
dence of the Emprefs in fummer. There Ihe lives 
in a more retired manner, than when at Peterlhoflf ; 
another houfe, of which we fhall take notice in a 
little. , This palace, built by Elizabeth, is of brick 
done over with plaiûef and white ftucco. Its length 
is out of proportion, and its architeûure is as heavy 
as taftdefs. The principal pilafters, thé front orna* 
ments, the ftatues, which fupport the cornice, are 
of wood, as well as thofe intended to ornament the 
roof. This is all guilt, and the immenfe guilding 
gives to the whole, not a grand, but dull and awk- 
ward appearance. The rooms, which are large and 
magnificent, are furniihed in the old faihion, and 
their magnificence is equally tafteleis and infignifi- 
cant. Thofe, which are more modern, and have 
been furniihed by the prefent Emprefs, are lefs 
Sumptuous and done with more tafte j but they dif- 
cover the age of the royal proprietor, by the faihion 
of the furniture, which has been at Icaft thirty years 
out of date. We were fliown a very handfome 
Boudoir. .There is a room richly incrufted with am- 
ber, fent'in a prefent from the King of Pruffia, that 
generally excites admiration. 

The gardens of Czarko-feld are in the Englifli 
ftyle, and agreeably diverfified by meadows, woods 
ud waters. Among fevenJ bridges, which you 

A Z frequently 
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frequently meet with, you are firuck in particuUf 
with the view of one built on the model of the 
bridge of Palladivy which is fo much admired in 
England, at a country feat belonging to the Earl of 
Pembroke. That of Czarko-felo is ftill more mag- 
nificent, bccaufe the lower part is of granate, and 
the colonnades of marble. This marble was cut and 
carved in Siberia, by an Italian artift, who wrought 
there nine years. From Siberia it was brought by 
jxrater to St Peterfburg, and thence to Czarko-felo 
by land. 

This marble has then been placed' in its prefent 
fituation only by force of roubles ; but this expence, 
which would be foolifh in a private individual, is not 
fo in an Emprefs ; becaufe flie difplays her munifi- 
cence, and makes money circulate among thofe, 
who acquire it only by the fweat of their brows, and 
iurely this is much preferable to the gorging of felf. 
î£h courtiers. 

Divers monuments a^e interfperfed through the 
gardens of Czarko-felo, and fome of them defigned 
to do honour to perfons, who have diftinguifhed 
themfelves in the fervice of her Màjefty. ' The firft 
of this kind is the arch ereéled in honour of Prince 
Orloff, for having gone' to Mofcow to check the 
progrefs of the plague, which was then defolating 
that city ; an action truly heroic, and more meri- 
^rious, than that of having been engaged in con- 
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quering a province. The fécond is an obelifk ereft* 
jcd to the glory of Marlhal RomànzoflF to perpetuate 
the memory of his vioories over the Turks. The 
third is a monument dedicated to Count Alexis Or- 
loffjwiçh aLatin andRuffian engraving on brafs of his: 
celebrated victory at Tcbefme^ in the year 1 769, which 
proved the ruin of the Ottoman fleet, committed 
to the flames by the viftorious Orloff, to whom tKe 
Emprefs gave the firname of Tchefmenjki^ (Conquer- 
or at Tchefme) as in ancient Home that of Africa^ 
pus was given to Sçipîo. « 

The palace of Oranienbaum, which we faw after 
Czarko-felo, is fituated on the fea coaft, thirty Ex 
werfl:s from St Peterfburg. It was built by Menzi- 
koff, when he enjoyed a degree of grandeur, at 
which a fubjed feldom arrives. The origin of this 
favourite is differently reported. Some fay that he 
was an apprentice to a paftry cook. Others make of 
him a finall-pye-merchant, that walked the ftreets of 
Mofcow ; and this is the mofl: probable opinion, and 
adopted by Weber, Maftein, and Bruce. According 
to thefe authors, Peter having ftopt to prattle with 
young MenzikofF, was fo ftruck with his vivacity 
and fmart repartees, that he took him into his fer- 
vice, and made him rife quickly to the fummit of 
honours. Others affirm that^he was fon to a fer- 
mant about court, and that accident placed him near 
|he perfon of the Emperor. But all thefe tales arc^ • 

imworthjr 
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unworthy of credit, and it was Baron Lefort, who 
pliced him with Peter. This foreigner, who had 
to combat the hatred of the Ruffian lords, who 
could not forgive him for enjoying the prince's fa- 
Vour to their exclufioh, and alfo charged him with 
the inppvations he fuggefted j this very Lefort was 
well pleafcd to have a man near the Czar, at his de- 
votion, who giving no oflFence to his enemies, could 
fcrve him as a fpy, as often as his own engagements, 
removed him from the Emperor. Young Menzi* 
^off was fo much the fitter for this charafter, as he 
poflefled an inexhauflible fund of humour, and was 
admitted into the higheft families of Mofcow, like 
a fort of buffoon, amufing companies with burle£que 
fongs, which the courtiers were weak eni»ugh to re- 
peat in th^ very antichambers of the palace, Peter 
alfo was entertained with the humour of young 
Akxafchka *, repeated his fongs, and was accuftom- 
ed to fee him, becaufe Lefort was continually point- 
ing him out. At length he took him into his fer- 
vice, admitted him into his moft intimate confi- 
dence, which he fhared with Lefort, till the death 
of this officer, and pofleffed alone during the life of 
the prince. 

The firft date of Menzikqff's fortune wa3 the rai- 
fing <)f that company of fifty young Ruffians, which 

after 

^ Menzikoff was called Akxis, of which the diminutiTe is Akx- 
afchka. 



TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. / 

after Lefort's plan, Peter clothed, armed, and difci- 
plined after the German manner, and which after- 
wards became the regiment of guards, called Preo- 
bafchenfkoi. Lefort, who was colonel of this com- 
pany, made Menzikoff be admitted into it, and foon 
after his admiilion, made him go through his exer- 
cife under the prince's windows, who was charmed 
with him, and from that moment fwore he would 
attach him to himfelf. It muft be remarked, that 
the prince, who formed this refolution, was only 
fifteen years of age, and expreffed no wifhes, but 
thofe inspired by Lefort, who for the happinefs of 
the Ruffians, was a man endowed with the rareft 
qualities, and worthy of modelling the prince, after 
whom fc^.mauy others ought to copy* What tend- 
ed moft to confirm Peter's attachment to Menzi- 
koff, was the conformity of age, and the paffivc de- 
votion of the latter for his mafter ; for Menzikoff 
then and ever after, diftinguiflied himfelf always by 
the zeal, with which he proceeded to whatever 
could pleafe the Czar. In his plans of reform ef- 
pecially, he afforded him the greateft affiftance, either 
by taking the execution upon himfelf, or removing 
fuch obftacles, as might thwart them, which the 
Boyards, attached to their old prejudices, found 
means to raife up ; or by kindly receiving and ca-« 
reffing, efpecially under the eyes' of his mafter, the 

foreigners 
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foreigners^ whom this prince had drawn to his cbwtîi 
and MenzikoflF had the addrefs to fii there. 

From the moment that he had been placed by 
Peter, MenzikofF, by the advice of LéforÇ, had ap^ 
plied himfelf to ftudy his matter's charafter, to bend 
himfelf to it without referve, and to bear without a 
murmur, not only the dilagreeable failles 6( Peter'ë 
violent and impetuous temper, but even. patiently 
endure the worft of treatment. His obedience there- 
fore was always that of a devoted flavej who joins 
the moft rigid punduality to the moft literal execu- 
tion of the orders he receives. Even thé office of 
Hangman he did not decline, when Peter ordered 
him to difcharge it, at the time of the rebellion of 
the Strditz, in the year 1688. In Peter's prefencc,- 
. MenzikoflF cut off the heads of twenty of the prin- 
cipal confpirators, and recJaoned it an honourabkf 
office. Peter quoted him, as an example worthy 
of imitation, to the Boyards, who refufed to affift at 
thefe executions. 

•Menzikoff by his ability as a ftatefmaii and war* 
riour alfo, won the, confidence and efteem of Pe- 
ter. During the campaign 1695, he was always at 
his fide, and affifted the prince greatly in the con- 
queft of Azoff. In the year 1697 he faved his' life/ 
Some Ruffian lords and fanatic priefts had formed 
a confpiracy againft the Czar. Menzikoff in dif- 
guife had introduced himfelf among the confpira- 
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tors* He finds means of withdrawing himfelf with- 
out being noticed, goes and calls on Peter, who is 
at Lefort's, amufing himfelf, informs him of the 
riik he runs, and of the place where the confpira- 
tors are alTembled. Peter goes thither in force and 
furprifes them, caftfes them be executed, and returns 
to his amufement. 

. Menzikoff accompanied Peter on thefe travels, on 
which lb many truths and falfehoods have been writ- 
ten, and was made a prince of the Holy Empire in the 
ye;\r 1706: from that time he rofe rapidly, to the 
firft dignities of the civil and military orders* On 
fome occafions he was even permitted to reprefent 
his Sovereign, by giving public audiences to ambaf- 
fadors, whilft Peter, difdaining the pageantry of 
royalty, appeared in his train like a plain individu- 
al. In (hort the afcendancy, which this favourite 
had acquired over the Emperor, which Catharine fup- 
ported with all. her influence, was carried fo far, 
that it was believed among the weak, credulous 
Ruffians, that Menzikoff had thrown a fpell oVer 
the mind of his mailer. 

. It is a fact that this favourite incurred the Czar's 
refentment twenty times, and as often calmed it 
with a fingle word. He feemed to hold in his handg 
the fprings, which moved this fiery but elevated 
foul. One day the Czar threatened to ruin him. 
Very ivelU Peter ^ what will you do ? faid the minifler 
Vol. II. B ' to 
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to him, Tou will d^roy your own work y and tti* 
expreffion appeafed the Czar. Yet when Peter 
returned from his campaign in Perfia, Menzifcoff, 
who was not ignorant of the juft grounds of 
Complaints, that had been formed againft him, fell 
from an excefs of boldnefs and (écurityj into def- 
fpondenty and ddpair, and, for this once, he thought 
himfelf undone. He did not £how hicprfelf before 
the Emperor at the tîme of his arrival at St Peterf- 
burg y He continued in his palace on the banks of 
the Neva, pretending bad health; and either to fup* 
port his excufes, or^bécaufe fear and uneaJËnefe had 
really made him fick, he was in bed, when the 
Czar's vifit was announced to him, and this re- 
doubled his fears. The Prince had crolTed the Neva, 
h-ad come without a(ny attendants and without gij> 
vihg Menzikoff any notice of his coming. He fat 
down on the bolfter of his bed. Menzikoff did 
not diffemble that his real dillrfefs was the mortal 
anguifli, into whkh his mailer's refentment, which 
he had deferved, was' throwing him. He did not 
atteippt to excufe himfetf, he confeffed himfelf crî- 
nii«g^, and appeared only to Wah for the fevereft 
chaftifement. This confeflion affefted Peter, who 
befides had undoubtedly taken his refolution, when 
he determined to vifit him, whom he might have 
punifhed. Alexufchka^ faid he to him in a friendly 
tone,, take courage, you have committed a greats 
^ -. - fault, 
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fault, you have almoft ruined my country ; but I 
cannot forget that you have faved it, and that I an; 
indebted to you for my life and my eminre. 

Notwithstanding all this, after the ajQFair of 
Stettin, Menzikoff thought he was on the point of 
receiving the chajftifemcnt, which his conduâ: on 
that occafion had juftly merited ; but the danger he 
had then brought himfelf into was a ground of hu- 
miliation for his enemies. The following is the 
hck. In the year 17 13 he was befieging Stettin, 
the capital of Pomeriana, and was on the eve of tal- 
king it, when feduced by the intrigues of Baron 
Goerts, particularly by •four hundred thoufand 
livres which he received, he confented to deliver 
up this place to the King of Pruffia, FrederiA Wil- 
liam I. upon fome vain promif^, that were never re- 
alifed. Stettin fince that time, has remained in the 
pofieflion of Pruffia, and the country, which it com- 
mands, is the moft beautiful part of Pomeriana. 
Peter was irritated, and Menzikoff, who was not 
ignorant of this, but knew the character of his maf- 
ter, formed a very fingular plan of defence, and 
when he came home pbferved a line of conduâ: ftilji 
more extraordinary. He retired to his palace, and 
went not to court. The Czar made him be alked, 
why he came not thither; He anfwered proudly, 
that it was not the praôice for pcrfons, who return- 
ed home^ to make the firft vifit. .Peter more pro- 

B 2 voJçe4 



T2 TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 

voked than ever, coUefted fome Ruffian Lords known - 
to be enejnies to MenzikofF, bid them follow him, 
telling them that they were now to fee, if he knew 
how to humble a guilty and infolent fubjeft. He 
goes to Monzikoff's houfe, loads him with reproach- 
es, behaving with all the violence of which he was 
mafter, being almoft ready to beat him. MenzikoflF 
întreats him to be kind enough to hear him in pri- 
vate J and with great difficulty obtains a hearing. He 
pafies into a fmall room, and then aiTumes a firmer 
tone. Tqu love glory ^ fays he, and I thought I was fer- 
njing you. Charles ^ your rival has given kingdoms ; I 
wanted you to do greater things than Charles^ and one 
of your fubjeâls to give away provinces ; an honour j 
îvhich never happened to any prince ^ but you. Is not 
this much more valuable than a poffeffionfo dijt ant from 
your dominions^ which you would not have been able to 
keep ? Peter, naturally ftruck with whatever was 
great, (yet this was only romantic) was very much 
aflbniïhed at this anfwer, and after the firft impref- 
fion, Menzikoff had no difficulty in perfuading him 
of wnatever he chofe. The Czar went out, hold- 
ing him by the hand, in the fight of all thofe, who 
were expecting a very different fpeclacle. Menzi- 
kofF, triumphaut, accompanied his mafter to the 
barge, which was waiting for him on the Neva. 
Peter went on board alone. Then MenzikofF gavb 
prders^ that all thofe, who had come to be wilnçf- 

fcs 
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fes of his humiliation, fliould attend him back to 
hisl odging; an' honour they owed to the man, who 
was the firft in the empire next to the Czar. None 
durft Jrefufe, becaufe they were afraid of his power, 
and ftill more of his vengeance, which was terrible. 
It was that of a courtier, who durft attempt any 
thing whatever. 

At the death of Peter I. Menzikoff's power be- 
came ftill more unlimited. Catharine I. who owed 
her elevation tq the throne, to the intrigues, and 
aftivity of this minifter, out of gratitude gave up 
to him the reins of her empire, and was only often-. 
fible fovereign, while it was MenzikofF alone, who 
reJgned ih reality, and at his pleafure. His authori^ 
ty therefore continued good till the death of Catha- 
rine, who with a view to confirm it more, gave or^ 
ders in her will that Peter IL her fucceffor, ihould 
marry MenzîkoflPs daughter. Is not this claufe a 
complete prçof of the 'favourite's afcendant over his 
miftrefs, and alfo of her gratitude ? 

But heaven ordered things quite otherwife. The 
intrigues, defpotifm, arrogance, and difrefpeâiul 
condua of Menzijkoff towards Peter II. changed the 
face of affairs, and hurled this favourite from the 
fummit of greatnefs into the moft abjeft humilia- 
tion. The circumftances of his difgrace are related 
in Manftein's memoirs, a work of fome charaôer, 
Ipwhifh its accuracy and impartiîJity will entitle 
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it. Tet we think we will do an office acceptable to 
pur readers if we lay before them a particiilar ac- 
count of the different caufes, which operated the 
downfal of this celebrated man» and of the engines, 
which his enemies put into motion, in order to ac*> 
compliih it. 

Prikoe Dolgorouki and Count Oftermann were 
the implacable enemies of Menzikoff. Both of them 
fcmployed all the manoeuvres of intrigue for the pur- 
pofe of ruining him, and their fuccefs was the greatf 
ety as Menzikoff did not at all fufpeâ: them, Dol- 
gorouki, in particular, to much cunning joined a 
degree of difl^mulation, of which Menzikoff did 
not think him capable; and Count Oftermann, frpm 
the time that he quarrelled with this minifter in 
coundl, affefted to wifli to live retired, from pub- 
fic affairs. Menzikoff had taken young Peter to Pe- 
terfhoff, to give him a few days amufement in hunt- 
ing, or rather to keep him entirely in his power. 
Count Oftermann being informed of this e:i:curfioq, 
confidered it the moft favourable conjunâure, he 
could wiih, for the execution of the plot he had 
laid for overthrowing Menzikoff. I)e waited on all 
the ienators vrnd principal officers of the Guards, 
difdofed to them his intentions, and found theni 
animated with fentiments exadUy correfpondent to 
}às own. Every one of them faid, he was ready to 
&crifice his' fortune and life to rid his country of 

fuch 
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fudi an odious tyrant, as Menzikoff. He then prc- 
fcribed the rule of conduft they were to obfervc. 
He had taken care to advîfe Prince Dolgrouki of 
his meafurcs, and fucccfs. He had ^ven him to 
underftand that if he and his fon were fuccefiful in 
preventing the marriage, which the Emperor was 
on tKc way of being forced to conclude, the leaft 
recompenfe Dolgorouki might expeA was, to fee 
his own daughter occupy the place of Menzikoff's. 
Ofierman added, " that he knew it was the objeâl of 
bis ambition^ and it only depended^ on himfelf^ to fee it 
fuccefsful withfo much the more eafe^ as it was the wijh 
, of the nation^ and as his illujirtous birth rendered his 
pretenjions as legitimate as reafonable.** The Dolgo- 
rouki are one of the firft families of the Empire, 
and are fprung from that Wolodimer, who invited 
the followers of Chrift into his country. 

Whether Count Oftermann fpoke fincerely or 
not to Prince DolgorouM, his words had the effeft 
he wiihed and expeAed. The latter flattered with 
the hopes of feeing his daughter raifed to the throne 
of Ruffîa, pronûfed to do every thifig required of 
him. ^he fole difficulty now confifted in engaging 
the CaSar to efcape from the vigilance of Menzikoff^ 
who did not allow him to remain a moment out 
of his fights Young Dolgorouki was fixed on 
to make the propofal to Peter. He was the 
Czar's only companion in his amufements, the on« 
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ly confident of his forrows, and flq>t every night 
in the fame room with him* This intimacy gave 
him an opportunity of knowing the young mo- 
narch's difpofition towards Menzikoff. Young 
Dolgorouki promifed to deliver the prince into the 
hands of the Senate, and in the execution of this 
plan difplayed the prudence, which is generally the 
fruit only of age matured by experience. He con- 
certed Hîeafurés with Oftermann, who on his part 
ââed with fo much addrefs, that the fenate was to 
be affembled, as it were by accident, at fome dif- 
taince from Peterflioff. When the night appointed 
for putting the plot in execution was come^ young 
Dolgorouki feeing that all was quiet, came to the 
Emperor's bed fide, and pfopofed to him to deliver 
himfelf, by a fpeedy flight, from the flavery, in 
which Menzikoff kept him. Peter, who was un- 
doubtedly already prepared to takethi^ ûep, dreffed 
himfelf in hafte, went out at a window along with 
his favourite, and they together crofled the gardea 
by favour of the darknefs. So foon as they got on 
the outfide of the wall, they were received by a great 
number of noblemçn, who were waiting for them, 
and by whom they were conducted to the place^ 
where the fenate was afTembled. Without ûopping 
to deliberate, they fet out ftraight for St Peterf- 
burg, in order to be at the greater diftance from 
Menzikoff. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP? II. 

i^ONriNuAribN of particulars refpefling Menzikoff.^-^ 
He is arrejledi-^jtript of the orders with which he is 
dècôf'afed.^^Saddeh change that is produced on his 
perfon.-^He is banijhed to Renneburg^ and thence 
to Takoujka^ in the extremity of Siberia.' — He is five 
Months on the road. — Lofes his vjife. — CharaBer of 
this Lady, — Menzikoff with his own hands digs the 
gravée in which 'fhe is laid. — His arrii^alat Tobolfkm 
'^Affronts. — Humiliation. — Inter efiing Anecdote.-^ 
Menzikoff* s life in his epcile.-^He lofes his daughtef-é 
-^Hé diei, — His children recalled.-^What becomes 
of Oratiienbaum after his difgr'ace. 

Next day^ wheh the fervants entered into tlie 
chamber of the pripce^ and faw he had made his 
efcape, they run to inform the minifter, svho was 
yet btirie4 in fleeps By this piece of news, he 
learned the danger, tvhkh threatened him, and con- 
tinued fometime, as it were, overpowered with 
the blow he had received. His hopes however foon 
revived, becaufe he thought he ftill had fome friends. 
—How courtiers impofe on themfelves! He rofc 
and fet out immediately for St Peterlburg. Imagi. 
ning thç ppwer was yet in his hands, he was medi- 
tating the moft cruel vengeance againft thofe, who 
had carried off the monarch : but meafures were 
Vol. II. C too 
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too well taken, and his ruirt too fure. When h€ 
wifhed to go to the palace, he faw the guard was 
changed^ and the garrifon was under arms. He 
continued to advance, but was rcpulfed with, me- 
naces. Then affured of his dcftruâion, he turned 
towards his own palace, but no mote found on hi» 
way that crowd of courtiers, who had been accui> 
lomed to furroûnd him. The. ftorm had aflready 
difperfed thekn, as it difp^fes timid doves; and 
Scarcely had he entered his hotel, when he faw him- 
felf furrounded with grenadiers. The officer, who 
commanded them, advanced, and ordered him ta 
be arrefted in the name of the Emperor. He ima- 
gined, what is cuftonïary with all difcarded favour- 
ites, that if he faw bis fovereign, he might againr 
get into favour, wd recovei^ his authority; but 
the anfwer he received, was an order- to depart 
for Rcnneburg. This was a; confiderable eflate that 
bijonged to himfelf. This order deprived hîîri of 
all hopes, and fliowed the certaittty of his ruin. He 
in the midft of his grief, exclaimed : / have commit-- 
itd great crimes^ but is it the Emperor^ s part ta punijh 
me for them? Thefe words were remarked by all wha 
werç prcfent, and confirmed the fufpicions he was un^ 
der refpefting the death of Catharine I. Some refpeét 
was Ihown to hinl that day. The officer who was 
appointed to guard him, told him that the Emperor' 
gave him pcrmiffion to carry with \àax his moft va- 
luable 



TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 19 

liable effeAs, and to be attended by a$ great a iiunl» 
ber of fervants as he cbofe. He was imprudent e* 
aough to wifh to difplay before the public eye, a 
pomp, which was unbecoming his prefent, and would 
have been unfupportable in every other fituation. 
He ipent the reft of the day in making preparations 
for his journey. He was carried oflF next day at 
noon> in order to gratify the people with the fight 
of his humiliation. Some even fay, that he himfelf 
^Rd&ed to fet out at this hour, hecaufe he thought 
the fympathy of the fpedators would reach the mo^ 
narch. His outfet refembled a pompous proceffion, 
rather than the departure of a man difgraced. He 
and his family were in one of the moft {jplendid car^ 
riages. His other carriages, of which the numbct 
was coniiderable, followed him. His baggage, fer> 
vants, and horfes formed a numerous train. He 
affeâ:ed to falute all, who were in the windows, om 
die right and left hand. If, in the croud of people, ' 
that flocked about him, he noticed any perfon whom 
he had occafion to know, he named him, and bade 
him farewel. 

This pompoufnefs which MenzikofF had aftefted 
even in his idifgrace, gave too great advantage to 
Ms enemies, for them not to profit by it. To the 
view of the young monarch, they reprefented him 
as an amUtious man, whom nothing could humble; 
who, when poftrate on the ground, defied the arm 
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that had but overthrown him. They provoked tho 
refentmcnt of a young man, and it will be eafily be- 
lieved, they had little difficulty in railing it. Be- 
fides, Peter hated MenzikoflF too bitterly, not to lit 
ten to and follow the counfels, which' tended to ruin 
him. He difpatched a fécond detachment of grena- 
diers after him, and ordered the commanding offi- 
cer to ftrip him of the badges of the orders of Ruf^ 
fia, and even of thofe which he had received from 
foreign powers. At this aâ of degradation, Men- 
zikoff became a new man. — His ambition and vani- 
ty left him. He appeared to be ftript of thefe as if 
he had been relieved from cords, with which hç 
had bçen bound ; and becoming all at once as hum- 
ble as firm, he appeared only a philofopher, ready 
to brave the viciffitudes of fortune. He anfwered 
the officer ; Take back thefe tokens of my foolijh vanity,. 
I have them all coUeiled in this coffer^ expe^ingwell^ 
that thefirfh a£t of my humiliation would be tojirip me 
of them. IJhould have had them on me^ that this a^ 
might have^ been the more humiliating. The orders, 
which the officer had received, did not reft therç. 
He told him, he muft alight from his cpach, with 
' his wife and children, and ride in waggons which 
he had brpught for the purf ofe. "/ am prepared for 
every things Men^ikoff again replied ; execute the or- 
ders that have been givefi you. The more you take from 
^9 t^efiwer cqufes of uneafinefs. yfiu will leave rue. I 

only^ 
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cnly pity thofe^ v>ho are to profit by thefe f pails. He a- 
lighted from his cooch^ and mounted into a little 
waggon, vnÙL a tranquillity, which equally aftoniihr 
cd and affefted all prefent. His wife and children 
mounted into other waggons. His equipage and 
Servants were taken back to St Peterflburg, and 
MenzikoflF continued his route, without having the 
confolation of converfing with his wife and children. 
When accident gave him an opportunity of fiseing 
them, he exhorted them to yield to the ftorm with- 
out defponding. The relignation infpired by philo- 
fophy and found religious morality, which differ 
very little from one another, is of the. greateft fcrr 
vice in difgraces, and furnifhed him with fentiments 
calculated to confirm the courage of thefe unfortur 
nate companions of his fuffering. 

In this way -did Menzikoff arrive at Renneburg, 
which was rather a city than a village. The caftle 
was magnificent. He had built fortifications, which 
rendered it capable of defence, and he had eftablifli- 
ed a market' or fair, which was held every year in 
the month of June. Thither the Tartars, the Cof- 
facs, &c. brought commodities of all kinds; Men- 
zikoff, in his dignity, feafted himfelf with the plça- 
fure of leading thejre a philofophical life. Although 
removed from court the diftance of a thou&nd 
^erfts, he ftill appeared to his enemies, to be too 
pear»- They apprehended every thing from his/in- 

trigues^ 
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trigues, and the cfeaturcs he had made. Their jea- 
loufy rofe fo high, that they advifed the Czar to 
banifli him to Yakbuft;a, which is in the extremity 
of Siberia, and more. than fix hundred werfts from 
the capital. He was aUowed to take with him only 
eight fervants. Before his departure, he was ilript 
of his clothes, and equipped in fuch a drefs as the 
Ruffian peafants wear. His wife and his children 
were not treated with more delicacy. They were 
oUiged to afibme the fame dre&. -Their gowns 
were of coarfe ftujBF, covered with a peliffe. For a 
head-drefs they had caps of Iheep-lkin. Princefs 
Menzikoff, born with a delicate conftitution, and 
accufiomed to all the conveniencies and advantages 
-of opulence, foon funk under trouble and fatigue* 
She died on the road in the neighbourhood of Kdr 
fam. Her hufband had the courage and refolution 
to exhort her to meet death, and ihe expired in his 
arms. This feparation plunged him into the bitter- 
eft forrow. In a beloved wife, for whom he had al- 
ways poffeffed a friendflnp mixed with cftcem, he 
loft his fweeteft confolation. Natalia Arfenieff (this 
Was her name) was defcended of an illuftrious fami^ 
ly in Ruffia. Her beauty attrafted the eyes of 
îJl, and her virtue, wliich had preferved itfelf un- 
fuUied by the corruption of courts, and from the 
pride, which the fplendor of her fortune might in- 
fpire, procured her the efteem of all who knew her. 

Her 
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Her memory is revered by the Ruffians. Her fitter 
Barbara Arfenieff, who Was as arrogant as Natalia 
was modeft, contributed not a little to the difgrace 
of her brother-in-law, by offehding fome of the beft 
families of St Peterfburg by her haughtinefs and in- 
folence. Far from reproving her, the imprudent 
Menzikofi* applauded her pride. He even anfwered 
Catharine I. who fometimcs complained of her, 
that his fifter-in-law was a model ,of greatnefs of 
foul.— How grofsly was he miftaken ? — Let us re- 
turn to his unfortunate wife. 

Menzikoff himfelf was obliged to perform thelaft 
offices to her. With his own hands he dug the grave, 
in which he laid her. It was in the very place, where 
file died. Scarcely did they give him time to flied 
tears over the grave of his unfortunate wife ; they 
forced him to continue his route to Tobollk, the 
capital of Siberia. The news of his approach had 
arrived before him, and the people there were wait- 
ing with impatience for the fight of a man in chains 
and degradation, under whofe nod all Ruffia trem- 
bled but a {hort time before. On his arrival at this 
city, he was ftruck with the appearance of two Ruf- 
fian lords, who had been baniflied there during his 
adminiftration. They had come out to meet him, 
and loaded him with abufe, while he was croflins: 
the city on his way to the prifon. Far from ex- 
preffing any refcntment, he faid to one of them : 
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TTour reproaches are jujl : I have deferved them. Grd^ 
fify your/ehes^ fince you can get no other revenge on me 
in thejlatey in which I am. Jfacrificed you to my poli* 
cy^ only becaufe your virtue and charaâler were offen» 
five to me. Turning to the other, he faid to him } 
I was altogether ignorant of you being in thefe placeSé 
Do not impute to me your misfortune. Doubtlefs you 
have hadfome enemies about me^ who have taken me 
unawares^ and obtained the order for your banijhment* 
I have often ajked why I did not fee you. I received e^ 
vajive anfwers^ and I was too much occupied with pu* 
blic bujinefs to think on the affairs of individual^* 
However if you think that names will ift any degree aU 
leviate your fuffering^ you may load me with theme 

A THIRD exile burft through the cjroud, and by 
a refinement of vengeance, covered the faces of 
MenzikofF and his daughters with mud. — Ah I it is 
at me^ cried the father, overcome with forrow, // is 
at me you ought to throw it^ not at thefe unfortunate 
creatures^ who have done you^no harm. . 

The Governor, by Peter's orders, fent to him in 
his prifon, five hundred roubles, to anfwer the de- 
mands of himfelf and his family. The unfortunate' 
MenzikofF obtained leave to expend them in the- 
purcha|e of w^hatever ipight be mofl: neceflfary for^ 
him in the place of his banifliment, to enable hiili* 
to fupport the frightful mifery, which was await- 
ing him. This precaution was taken for the <:om-, 

fort* 
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foft of hîs children alone. .For his own part, he was 
entirely refigned to the will of the Supreme Being, 
who Aipports in his difgrace, the man, whp is capable 
of forgetting it, fo far as it refpeds his fortune; but 
he could not, without fliuddering, look at the de- 
plorable fate of the unhappy viftims of tiis faults. He 
bought faws, hatchets, and implements for cultiva- 
ting the ground. He provided grain of all kinds» 
and fait meat 5, for the fubfiftencc of his family, till 
the habitation he was going to poffefs, fhould be 
brought into a fituation fit for fupplying their 
wants. He alfo furniflied himfelf with nets foe 
filhing, and when all thefe purchafes were made, 
he begged that the remainder of the money might 
be diftributed among the poor people of that quarter. 

The fpace allowed him for ftaying at ToboUk be- 
ing expired, he was ordered to fet out with his un- 
fortunate family. They were put into a waggon 
without a cover, which was drawn only by one 
horfe, fometimes by dogs. They were fix months 
on their way from Tobolik. to Yakoufka, and du- 
ring this long and painful journey, they were ex- 
pofed to all the inclemencies of the external air, 
which is extremely cold in thefe climates ; yet the 
llcalth of none of them recieved any injury. 

Some days before he arrived at Takoujka^ he met 
with an occurrence which produced in him the 
Idgheft emotion, and recalled the bitter remem- 

VoL. II. D brancc 
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brance of his dîfgrace. He and his family had alight 
ed at the cottage of a Siberian peafant to take fome 
tepofe, when he obferved an ofiicer of his acquain-» 
tahce come in. He was returning from Kamfchatka, 
\vhere he had been fcnt under the reigri of Peter I^ 
with a commilîîon relative to. the difcoveries^ which 
Captain Bering had been fent to make on the fea of 
:Amuf. This officer had ferved under Meuzikoff, 
who rècollefted him. at once, and faluted him by 
his name. The officer furprifed to hear himfelf na- 
med in a country fo diftant, aiked how he knew 
him, and who he was himfelf. / am Alxandevy re- 
plied he, / was very lately Prince Menzikoff. The 
officer had left him at the court of Ruffia, in fucb 
an elevated and brilliant fituation, that it appeared 
to him beyond ail probability that it really was 
MenzikofFj-whom he met in fuch a ftate of ahjec- 
tion. It feemed more natural to think, that it wasf 
fome peafant deprived of his reafon. To updeceive 
him MenzikofFtook him to a kind of window, which 
let in a little light into the cottage. The o^cèr 
confidered him for fome time with an attention 
mixed with aftonifliment y and ^at laft thinking he 
recolleâ:éd him^ exclaimed quite confounded; Ah'^ 
my Dear Prince^ by what feries of misfortunes htt$ 
your Highnefs fallen into the deplorable Jiate^ in which 
I fee you. Let us fuperfede titles j interrupted Men%% 
koff: I have already told you my name is Alexanders 

The 
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The officer, quite uncertain ftill, obferving in thq 
cornel' a young man tying the fole of his boots with 
cords, faid to him in a low tone, and pointing to 
, Menzikoff, Wifo is that extraordinary man ? It is A^ 
kxandety my father^ replied the young man aloud j 
Jbould yoUj who are under fo many olfligations to us^ not 
know us in our misfortune? Menzikoff, uncafy to hear 
bis fon anfwer with fo much pride, ordered him to 
be filen(« J^xcufe^ faid bç» the rudenefs of this young 
man* s hunmur :, it is he^ whom in his infancy you deigiu • 
ed t$ carefs and dandle in your arms ; thefe are hi^ 
fifiersy thefe are my daughters. While uttering thefe 
words hé fliowed the officer two young women, 
dreffed like country girls^ fitting at a table, and 
foaking fome crufts of black coa)rfe bread with milk 
in a wooden bowl. Ihis one^ added he^ hqd the 
honour of being betrothed to Peter IL our pmpfror* 

Thjs converfation and fcene you may well ber 
lievc, produced great aftonifliment in. the officer 
who heard and faw thçro, bnt the name of Peter IL 
excited in him new furprife. Having been feparat^ 
ed from Ruffia by an immenfe diftance for four yeatrs, 
lie was in the moft\abfolute ignorance of all thjc e,-, 
vfint3, which had changed the face of the empire* 
Menzikoff related them ajl, beginning with th^ 
death of Peter L and ending with hi^ own; baniih- 
ment» He arniounccrd to him, that he would Und 
)>olgorouki and Oftermaan atihe head of the gQ- 

D 2 - vernment» 
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verntnent. You may tell theii>, added hç^ in what 
ajiaie you met me. Their hatred will be flattered with 
iù But ajfure them^ that my foul is more free and calm 
than theirs y and than it ever was in the time of myfra^ 
fprity. Perhaps he (aid nothing, which was not very 
true, atleaft hi» external appearance did not contradift 
his fentiments. The officer could not fee nor hear 
him without being much affefted. With his tears I|e 
watered the hands of his old General, who was 
not a little moved with them, but flied none. He 
faw Menzikoff again mount his dull waggon^ in the 
moft deliberate manner, and for a loitg time, foUow- 
, ed him with his eyes, uncertain whether he ihould 
pity or admire him moft. 

When arrived at the place of his exile, Menzi* 
koflF occupied himfelf with the cares of providing 
for the wants of his children, and taking the pre» 
cautions neceflary to diminifh the horror of their 
banifliment. He began with clearing a pretty-largç 
ipace of ground, affifted.by the eight fetvants, who 
had accompanied him. He fowed fome feeds, which 
gradually furniflied his» family with pulfe, thought 
on enlarging the cottage deftinéd for him, and fell- 
ed trees for building. His example encouraged his 
domefiics, and in a fbort time he had conftméted a 
houfe, large enough to lodge his children and atten- 
dants. This houfc confifted of ,an oratory and iour 
ropxns, of which he took the firft to himfelf and 
' . his 
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hh fon, the fecDnd was occupied by 'his daughters^ 
the third was allotted for his fervants, and the 
fourth was kept as^ ftore-rpom. His daughter who 
had been betrothed to Peter II. who was to have 
been the Czarina, and reign over all the Ruffias^ 
undertook the charge of the kitchen; and the other 
daughter that of mending the clothes and wa&ing 
the linen. Each of theni was affifted by two fervants, 
who did the harde&part of the work. Soon after his 
arrival, there were brought him a bull, four cow6 big 
with calf, a ram, ahdfome ewes, together with great 
number of fowls to form a poultry yard. Menzikoff 
could not imagine to whom he was indebted for this 
favour, for during his profperity he had not had thf 
prudience to make a friend, who could relieve him 
in his diftrefs. His children enquired when they 
^returned to St Petersburg, but in vain. They learn- 
ed only that this prefent had come acrofe the deferts 
from Tobollk. - - 

Every morni&g the family repaired to the ora- 
tory, where Men zikofFfaid prayers. He renewed 
them at noon, evening and midnight. Misfortunes 
had made him devqut, and his example, more than 
his orders, attraftcd every body to this pious exercife. 
The fweets of foiitude had driven paffions from^ his 
mind, and eftabiifhed tranquillity there, but ir was 
foigetimcs difordered by remorfe, -and the Ycfttbw 
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of feeing his children involved in misfortunes» o£ 
which he was the caudb. 

Scarcely ûx months had dapfcd fince he came 
into this defert, when his oldeft daughter was at* 
tacked with the fmall pox. He a<^ed to hçr a$ 
Bwrfc and phyûcian. He had recourfe to all the re* 
medies he thought would prove faliitary, but thefe, 
^ well as all his cares were unavailing. His daughter 
£very day was drawing nearer and nearer her end* 
He then quitted the oâîce of phyfician, to aflumo 
that of prieft, a^ encouraged her to meet death 
with fortitude. She fubmitted to it with that frrmf 
neky which fufferings and reti^on impart^ and ex** 
pired in the arms of her father. As £bon as flie was 
dead, he ftxed his countenance âedfaftly on hfir's, 
^d watered it with his tears ; then Ihowing him- 
ielf fuperior to grief, hefaidtohis iw;o remaining 
children; learn ofyaurjijier bow to die. Afterwards 
in the middle of his fervants he chanted the prayer 
ers, which the Greek liitual has appointed for the 
dead, repeated them feveral times during the twen^ 
ty four hoursp caufcd her be buried in the oratory, 
which he had built, and marked to his children the 
place, where he himfelf wilhcd to he interred. It 
was at her fide. Hb fon and his furviving daugh- 
tet were feized with the fame difeafe, and at the 
*iâftte :time. He was multiplied, (b to fpeak^ gave 
them the fame î^ftance, he had given to her, whom 

he 
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he had fo recently loft, but with more fuccefs^ and 
they both foon recovered their health. 

At laft forrows, ftili more than fatigue gradually 
undermined the health of MenzikofF. They were 
the more poignant, that he confined theiB all with* 
in himfelf, and fliowed nothing but firmnefs before 
his children, to prevent them from difcovering all 
the horro^r of their fituation. He funk under his 
fufferings, was feized with a flow fever, which be- 
came the more dangerous, that he braved it for 
fome time with a view to conceal from his fon and 
daughter the ftate, in which he was. His ftrength 
was exhauiled and he was obliged to keep in bédé 
Seeing himfelf near the moment, when he was 
to be for ever feparated from his children, he 
called them to his bed-fide, and addrefled them itt 
thefe words. It was his daughter, who repeated 
them, and adding that flie has often had occafion 
to recall them to remembrance. / My dear children^ t 
am bordering on my lajl hour^ Deaths of which the 
thought has been familiar to me^Jtnce ever I have dwelt 
here^ would have nothing terrible in it to me^ if Î 
had to give an account to the Sovereign Judge^ only of 
the time^ which I havefpeut in this place of banijhmenté 
Hitherto^ my fweet children^ your hearts have been pre^ 
ferved from corruption ; you will preferve your Jlate of 
innocence better in thefe deferts^ thBn at court. If you 

return 
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return thither^ only recall to mind the exafnples I have 
given you here. 

The firm tone, the calm manner, with which he 
delivered thefe words, made them think him yet far 
from his end. But to bid them his laft adieu, he 
had fummoned up all his ftrcngth, which forfook 
him, as foon as he had done fpeaking. He ftretch- 
cd out his hand to give his blefiing to his children, 
and a flî'ght convulfion carried him oflF. 

This unfortunate family perifhed not in this hor- 
rible defert, which the recent lo{s they had fufl^n* 
ed, muft have rendered flill more horrible. At the 
time of Anne's acceffion to the throne they were 
recalled to St Peterfburg. The daughter was mar- 
ried to Guftavus Biren, brother to the Duke of 
Courland, and never forgot her refidence at Ya- 
kouika. The fon was promoted in the army by the 
fame Emprefs, and fliowed himfelf worthy of her 
favour. MenzikoflPs grandfon is at prefent a mem- 
ber of the Dîrcâîng Senate, a Lieutenant General, 
a Knight of the Order of St George, and Aide-de- 
camp to Catharine II. We were affured that his 
behaviour is fuch, as will never compel him to end 
his days at Yakoulka. 

After MenzikoflPs difgrace Oranienbaum was 
converted into a Marine Hofpital; but Peter III. took 
it again into bis poffeffion, and made it his favourite 
refidence. The middle of this edifice is the fame 

with 



^iik thait built by the favourite ; and confifts qf 
two ftorîés, which cotitaiti a number of fmall apart- 
iaents, of wkich the tnoft remarkable is that ^ which 
to this day is calkd Menzlkoff's chamber. It is the 
hmé in which hé fle^it. The Waihfcottitig is plinted 
black; and ingënioùfly executed. It is ornamènte4 
with cyphers of his names, and emblems of the or- 
ders, with which he was decorated. Hai^d by it i$ 
a hall with baths after the Turkifh mode^ which re- 
ceives no lights but through a fort of gardeti-mat^ 
vhich makes it more like a dungeon, than the baths 
of a great lord* Thié ftove for warmitig this bathing 
houfe is placed with as much awkwardiiefs as dan- 
ger, and has not been repaired by any of thefe pa- 
rafites, ivhotn Catharine fupports as artifts, and who 
ipôflèf^ ho Othef art but that of deceiving. 

To the old edifice, Peter IIL added wings, which 
are lofag buildings of one ftory, and Uiore fuitabte 
to a farm than a palace. From this firft part of th^ 
building, you go to the fortrefs, and on your way 
pbferye, with no ftnaU pleafuré, a fmall model of 21 
titadel, which Peteir III. caufed be made^ when he 
Was feized with a paflion for military ftudies. It 
was to illuftrate the kffohs of fortification, which 
he received. This kind of fort, Which is only a ca& 
Ue of cards^ is furrounded with a fofle, and a ram* 
part defended by brûlons. Peter III. made it be 
tonÛruét^d when he was only Grand Duke. In it 

Voi.. lU fi th'cr^ 



3+ TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 

there is a building, that he called the Governor''^ 
houfe, but he poffefled it commonly himfelf, and 
received in it only his officers and favourites, while* 
the reft of his court was in the palace. At the fide 
of this houfe were the caferns for a fmall garrifon, 
which ferved as an amufement to the prince, andf 
fome wooden houfes for the principal officers, with- 
ar fmall Lutheran chapel, where divine fervice was 
performed to the foldiers of Holftein, for whom the 
prince had a predikclfon. The Governor's houfe is 
a brick bulldiiig, v/ith feven or eight windows in 
front, and contains about eight fmall rooms. It rc- 
ïn'cûnii exaclîy in the fame ftate, in which Peter IIL 
inhabiteiit. We were fhown the furniture he had 
ccllccled, and the bed in which he ûept the night 
of his depofition. It was furnifhedit with a white 
ritin cover, and curtains of crimfon and filver bro- 
.dc; the ttfter was ornamented with red and 
white feathers. Adjoining to this room is a hand- 
iome clofet, hung with light brown fflk, on which 
are different figures embroidered by Catharine IL 
when Ihc was only Grand Duchefe. 

From the fortrefs we were condufted to a large 
gallery ©f piftures, collefted.by Peter IIL Among 
fcveral portraits of this unfortunate prince, they 
fhow one, where the refemblance is ftriking. He is 
drawn in his Holftein uniform, his complexion is 
fidr, and his hair is white, but there is no cxpret 

fioa 
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£oa in his features, and in his looks and face fome,. 
thing effeminate is obfervable. 

In the garden there is a very elegant fquare budd- 
ing, ereâcd by the Emprcfs* orders, when Ihe was 
Grand Dnchefs. It contains eighteen apartments^ 
of whith each is furnifhed in a different flyle in the 
Greek, Turkifh, Chinefe, &c. It fbmds in the 
middle of a very thick wood, and as the road to it 
is of a ferpentine* form, ftrangers do not obfervc 
it, till they are clofc upon it. The furprife, occa^ 
£oned^by this unexpeâed fight, has made the buUd^ 
iûg get the name of Jb / AbJ 
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JPETERsnoFF. — His gardens. — Manpîatfir^ or tbeDuiib 

Houfe. — The mountain of Jledges. — Prince Naritz^ 

Join's houfe. — ScbluJfelburg.^-^HiJiorical details. — ji-- 

necdotes. — Scite of the city. — That if the cq/ile.-H^It 

is the hafiile of the Cxars.-^Perforu of rank confined 

ibere.-^Mariaj Jlfier to Peter L—Thc Czarina Eu^ 

doxia^ his firft wife. Count Piper y mimjier tç 

Charles XIL-^'Birei^.-'-Prince Iwan* 

PeTERSHOFF is ten.werfts from Oranienbaum, 
and twenty fix from the capital. This palace was 
begun by Pet^r L in the year 171 2, and finiihed 

£ 2 undep 
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uttder the reîgn of Elizabeth. It ftands on an emir 
nence, and commands a grand and extenfive preC 
peft, comprehending Crbnftadt, St Peterlburg, the 
^ulf and opppfite coaft of Cardia. It iô fplendidly 
furnifced, ^rtd has a fuite of toonis worthy of 1 
fovereign. The hall of audience is ornamented with 
thé portraits of the fovereigns of the houfe of Ro- 
liiàtipf. The moft ftriking of them all, and juftly 
fo, is that of Catharine II. cnteriftg in triumph into 
the capital) on the night of the revolution, that pkr 
çed her upon the throne. She is in a man's drefsj 
the uniform of the guards, with a branch of oak in 
her hat. She rides a white horfe, and has a drawi^ 
fword in her hand. This drefs becomes her very 
well, becaufe Çî^tbàrine has al^ay^ had 2^ very mafr 
çuline figure. 

The tafte md beauty of the gardens of Peterflxof^ 
their numerous Jet-d^eauxy their wells, bafons, cat 
5rades, parterres, &c, have often been extolled. 
They have been often compared to thofe of Ver- 
iàilles, and in certain refpeds they are very much 
fuperioir ; for at VerfalUes the waters play only on 
certain otcafions, whereas at PetetfiipfF they never 
have done. Thrfe gardens in their novelty, were 
very much admired in Ruffia, where they were a 
kind of enchanted fpot, Which bote a fingular con- 
traft to their wild orchards. , Although thefe gar- 
^ens ^te not to the tâfte of Çatharîp^ IL who pof. 
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feflb a rage for Englifli gardens, fhe has refpefte4 
the work of Peter, and has allowed them to remain 
as they were originally planned. Befides, her Ma-» 
jcfty ufually refides in fummer at Czarko-felo, where 
the foil IS managed in a manner more modern, an4 
mere to her tafte* 

Ik the middle of a large bafon at PeterlliofF, the 
eye IS attrafted by two gladiators, who are not arm^- 
êd in the ancient ftyle, with a fword and buckler, 
but with a pair of piftols, which they are ready to 
difcharge at one another. Their attitude is threat* 
ening, but it is pot fire, but water, that iffucs im- 
.petuoufly from their piftols. 

A PART of the garden lies between the palace and 
the fea, and among other buildings there is one oft 
the fliore, which merits particular attention, becaufe 
it was the favourite retreat of Peter I. This houfe 
and the furniture it contains, having been fcrupu* 
loufly preferved, fuch as they were, may ferve to 
give fome idea of the fimplicity in which this prince 
chofe to live. Very foon after his return from Hcd* 
land, he caufed this houfe be biiilt, and direâed it 
not only to be in the Dutch ftyle, but befides, that 
it fliould bear the name of the Dutch houfe, aU 
though he fometimes gave it that of Mmplatfir^ 
which has remained with it. 

Peter was fubjeft to fevers^ and had perfuaded 
futufelf, that the fe^ air fuited his conftitution. 

Wtcn 
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When he refided in fummer at Peterfhoflf, the air 
of thefe exteniive gardens appeared to him to be too 
clofe, and for that reafon he wiihed to have a houfe» 
whoie walls the waves of the fea fhould wafh. This 
houfe is of bricks» of only one ftorey, and has an 
iron roofi The windows reach from the foot to the 
top of the houfe, which, joined to its long and low 
figure, gives it the appearance of a green-houfe. 
The habitable part confifts of a £odoon, and ûx fmall 
rooms, neatly and iimply furniihed. The chimney 
is ornamented with vafes of curious porcelain, 
which Peter valued highly, * becaufe they were 
brought from China, at the time when the commu- 
nication between that empire and Ruilia was firft 
opened. The bed-chamber is fmsdl. A painted ikil- 
cloth ierves for a carpet. A camp bed without cur* 
tsdns, has nothing to diftinguiih it, but the bed- 
clothes. Two galleries and two rooms are ornament- 
ed with piâure^ from the Dutch and Flemiih fchools. 
There are feveral portraits of Peter himfelf, in the 
drefs of MaJUr Peters j working in the dock yard of 
Sardam, and alfo a portrait of his favourite millrefs, 
the Pretty Dutch Girl. 

In the gardens of Peterihoff there is alfo another 
very extraordinary building, called thç. Mountain of 
Sled^esy or the Flying Mountain, 

Thb Flying Mountain is in the middle of an ob- 
long fqu^re, formed by an opeu colonnade^ with % 

flat 
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Ôat roof, and a baluftrade defigned for fpcdatorsr 
This colonnade is at leaft half a mile in circumfe- 
rence, and ia the centre is the flying mountain , 
which extends almoft from one fide to the other. 
It is an wooden building, fupporccd on pilafters, in 
its figure refembling an unequal furface, or a moun- 
tain with three tops of different heights, which, di- 
minifhing by degrees, form an intermediary fpace^ 
like a valley. From the principal fummit to the 
foot of the mountain is a road covered with planks, 
on which three parallel grooves are drawn for the 
following purpofe. In the centre groove is fet a lit*, 
tie flfedge or carriage with a feat for one perfon* 
This carriage defcends from the firft fummit to the 
bottom with great rapidity. The velocity it ac- 
quires while defcending, makes it afcend the fécond 
height, and in this way it continues, till it has» 
reached the foot of the mountain, and the large 
fijuare, on which it runs for fome time on an even 
furfece, and ftops not till near thç barrier at the ex- 
tremity. Then it is again fet on one of the fide 
grooves, and drawn up by ttieans of a capftan. A 
perfon, who has not been accuftomed to this mPfe- 
chanical motion, thinks the amufement dangerous j 
but as the grooves are made in fiich a way as to 
keep the carriage in a proper diredion, there is no 
danger of being overturned. On the top of the 
mountain there is an, elegant room for the conveni- 

encc 
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cncc of the people about court. There is alfo in tfié^ 
colonnade and on the roof, a place, that can ac- 
commodate feveral thoufands of fpeftators* — -^Ncgr 
the Flying Mountain is a fpacious amphitheatre for 
exhibitions of tiltingi 

On the road from Peterfhoflf to St Petcrlburg at 
fevery ftep you meet with fuperb tountry-boufes^ 
among which Count Naritzkin's makes a dîftin- 
guiflied appearance. It has extehfive Engliih gzx^ 
dens, and an infinite number of Ghinefe paviliqpa 
of the moft genuine kind; They are entrufted to 
the care of feveral natives of Ghi^a, whom their 
features render it impoflible to miftake. We went 
through thefe gardens with inexpireflible pleafutie; 
We metwith nothing, that furpa,ffed their own native 
beauty, but the politencfs of the owner> who welco- 
med us without ftaté, artd led us into his jgardehsj 
as one of his fervants would have done, and With- 
out wearying us with minute relations and dçtails^ 
as all the proprietors of Engliih gardens are accuC- 
tomed to do. 

ScMLUssEi.BURG î? fortv wcrfts -from St iPetert 
Wrg. The road is on the bahks of the Meva^ 
Which runs rapidly in a broad channel \of à fei^pen- 
tine form. Its blanks, which are high and ftpep, are 
iadorned with villages and villas, built here and 
there, and, as it were, fulpcnded on the baoks of 

the 
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the river. Schluffelburg ftands on both the banks, 
and contains about three hundred wooden houfes, 
and two thoufand eight hundred inhabitants. The 
fortrefs is built on a fmall ifland, formed by the ri* 
ver, where it ijQTues from the lake Ladoga. Its 
breadth at this place is about fix hundred fathoms, 
and its current very rapid. 

The Ruffian Hiftorians give the following ac- 
coun-ts of this fortrefs. In the year 1324, the Great 
Prince Youri Danilowitfch built a fortrefe in the 
middle of this ifland, at the time of his expedition 
againft Wiburg. It was called Orefchek^ from the 
form of the ifland, which is like that of a nut. This 
fort was taken by Magnus King of Sweden, and its 
name being tranflated into the Swediflx language, 
was called Noteburg. Some time after they inclofed 
the whole ifland with a wall and battlements, which 
are fl:iU remaining. 

In the year 1702, Peter having approached the 
frontiers of Sweden with a confiderable army, and 
made fome unfuccefsful attempts to take Noteburg, 
fent Prince Galitzin, Colonel of the Guards, with 
a felecl detachment, to make an aflault on this place. 
This officer, having tranfported his troops on rafts, 
landed near that quarter of the fortification, which 
projects over the bank of the river. There he was 
received by the Swedes, with fo much courage, and 
his troops were fo feverely handled, that Peter con- 

VoL. If. F eluded 
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eluded the affault was impoflible, and font orders 
for his men to retire. Thefe orders Galitzin re- 
fufed to obey, and animating his troops by his 
voice and example, led them on again to the afiàult, 
fcaled the walls, and took the fortrefs. Peter was 
fo ftruck with this brilliant aftion, that when he faw\ 
Galitzin, he faid to him ; JA ^f ^^ ^^y ^^'^S J^^ 
fleafcy hut Mo/cow and Catharine. The prince with 
a magnanimity, which does the greateft honour ta 
his charafter, aflced the pardon of Prince Repuin, 
of whom he thought he had fome room to com- 
plain; but .Repuin*s greateft fault was rivalling him 
in military merit. Repuin had difpleafed Peter L 
had been degraded, and from being Marfhal had 
become a private foldier» Galitzin? obtained what 
he had requeued, and by this generous aftion, ac- 
quired the confidence of his fovereign, the applaufe 
of the public, and the friendfliip of Repuin. 

Peter gave the fortrefe the name of Schluflel- 
burg, which it ftill bears. It comes from Schlufel^ 
a German word, which fignifies Key ; for he conii- 
dered it, in confequence of its fituation, as tKe key 
of his conquefts. But fince the frontiers of the Em- 
pire have, been confiderably enlarged, it can be no 
longer of that importance, of which it was when it 
was almoft on the borders of Sweden. The ram- 
part raifed by the Swedes yet remains. It is built 
of ftones and is of an aftoni^ing thicknefs.-^ The 

tower. 
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t^ower, which defends the principal entry has a key 
for a vane, ^hd is called Zarkaja^ or the tower of 
the Czarina. There are two other, gates ; one call- 
cd the prince's gate, becaufe during the liege car- 
ried on by Peter, it was at this gate, that Menzi- 
koff was pofted. The tower is called the Admiral's 
tower, becaufe it was guarded by the Admiral of 
Peter the Firft's fleet ; for a vane it has a balance, 
which was this Admiral's arms. The fituation of 
Schluflelburg on an ifland, and the refpedful ftate 
of its fortifications, as well as its proximity to the 
capital, determined the fovereigns of Ruffia, to con- 
vert it into a ftatc prifon ; a receptacle, which Dcf- 
pots every where find it indifpenfibly neceflary to 
have the command of. Hence Spandau at Berlin ; 
Neuftadt at Vienna ; the Baftile and Vincennes for- 
merly at Paris ; Pignerol at Turin ; the Caftle of 
the Holy Anggl at Romej That of St Elmus at 
Naples ; The Tower of Segovia at Madrid, and the 
Caftle of St Julian at Lifbon. 

The ifland, on which Schluflelburg ftands, is of 
an elliptical form, and may be about a hundred and 
feventy five fatTioms in length, and feventy eight at 
its broadeft part. The walls which furround it, in 
almofl: all its extent, are built of ftones and brick. 
They are fifty feet high, from eleven to twenty 
thick^ and fortified in the old faflxion, with battle- 
fnent; and eight round towers. The paflkge into 

V z " the 
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the ifland is by a draw bridge, but ftrangers arc not 
allowed to enter any of the rooms where the pri- 
foners are. They are only permitted to go into 
fome corridors, that indofe a large court. The 
windows of the prifons are walled up, except at the 
top, where a few fquare inches are left, by which 
fo little light is admitted, that the miferable inhabi- 
tants of thefe cells, muft enjoy nothing but a kind 
of twilight, which ferves only to enlighten theiç 
fufFerings. 

In the midft of the court ftands the Governor's 
houfe, with an wooden cottage, in which there is a 
ftate prifoner confined. This court leads into the 
infide of the fortrefs, which is about a hundred and 
forty fix feet fquare, and furrounded by ftone walls 
of a great height. A brick-houfe of a fingle fl:or,ey, 
extends from one fide to the other, and contains 
eight rooms of feventeen feet by twejye. This houfe 
has not been finiflied. It has no ceiling and has ne- 
ver been inhabited. It was Peter IlL who caufed 
it be reared with fuch preciptation, that in lefs than 
fix weeks, it was begun and brought to the ftate, 
in which it is at prefent, but at the time of his de- 
pofition the work was given up. The confl:rudion 
of fo large a building, in the middle of a fort, and 
^n fo fhort time, has always bpen looked on as fome- 
thing myfterious ; but there is every reafon to fup- 
pofe, that he defigned it for his wife, now Cathariiie 
* * II. whom 
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II. whom he wiihed to divorce and afterwards con- 
fine in this caftle. Very foon t«re fliall fee, how Ca- 
tharine prevented him, and how precarious the fi- 
tuation of Kings muft be, when they have not the 
public opinion on their fide. 

Amono the ftate prifoners of the firft rank, who 
have bieen confined in this fprtrefs, thp following 
deferve particular notice. 

FiRgT, Mariay filler to Peter I. fufpefted of cor- 
refponding with the Czarowitch. According to 
fome authors, flie underwent the Battoges in pre- 
fence of the court, before (he was carried to Schluf- 
felburg. But Peter, w^o was fond of her, foon for- ' 
got her faults, and flie was fet at liberty. 

Secondly. The Emprefs Eudoxia Foederowna La^ 
puchin^ the moft beautiful won^an ever Ruflia pro- 
duced, but ftill more foolilh than beautiful. She 
had made herfelf odious to Peter, by oppofing his 
plans of reform, and by conftaptly reproaching him 
with his infidelity. She was his firft wife. He di- 
vorced her in the year 1696, and obliged her to 
take the veil, which flie look, only becaufe flie was 
forced. If you want me to become a nun^ fhe wrote to 
Peter in the bitternefs of her grief, come yourfelf and 
cut off my hair J for none but youjhall touch my perfon. 
Peter was affeded with this letter, but did not 
change Eudoxia's fate. She yielded and toolç t|ie 
veil under the name of Helen. During her ftayin 
* • the 
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the convent of Suteliki, flie was accufed and con« 
vîâed of having forifced a connexion with Général 
GleboflF, and of having promifed him her hand. We 
fliall very foon fee this unfortunate man pay dearly for 
Eudoxia's favours. This weak, credulous woman it 
is faid, returned to the world, and refumed the fecu- 
lar drefs, with the title of Emprefs, on the affurance 
of a prieft, who had pf edifted to her the approach- 
ing death of the Emperor. She was carried to Mof- 
cow, where her cruel hufband, after having made 
her be examined, ordered her to be whipped by two 
nuns, and again carried to her convent, where fhe 
was treated with the utmoft rigour. At this prince's 
death, and under the reign of Catharine I. flie was 
transferred to Schluffelburg, where Count Tolftoe, 
to whofe care flie was entrufted, made her experi- 
ence all the horrors of the moft rigorous captivity* 
He took away the male and female fervants, who 
had till then been the companions of her misfor- 
tunes, and gave her only an old female dwarf, 
whom Eudoxia was obliged to ferve, inftead of be- 
ing ferved by her. 

This feverity exercifed on this princefs, which 
we relate only from hear-fay, has doubtlefs been ex- 
aggerated by the enemies of Catharine I. who4iavc 
laid the'm to her charge j for fuch atrocity was. not 
in her charader. 

Eudoxia 
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EuDOxiA obtained her liberty at the acceffion of 
her grandfon Peter XL and either abufed this liber- 
ty, or gave offence to Menzikoff, who made her be 
again carried back into the convent of Devitz, 
where flie died in the year 173 1. 

Thirdly, Count Piper ^ the minifter and friend 
of Charles XII. to whom he gave none but wife 
counfels, which the impetuous charafter of Charles 
made him either overlook or difdain. Piper was 
made prifoner after the terrible battle of Pultowaj^ 
which lafted two days, and wrefted from Charles 
the fruit of eight years' vidories. He was treated 
rigoroufly by Peter, only becaufe this prince impu- 
ted to him the war he had with Sweden. Piper 
ftaid a year at Schluffelburg» He was feventy years 
old. His age and misfortunes brought him to the 
grave. A long time after this, the body of this ce- 
lebrated man was tranfported to Stockholm, where 
Charles XII. honoured it with magnificent obfe- 
quies. 

Fourthly, The famous Biren^ whom we have 
feen under the reign of the Emprefs Anne, mana- 
ging the reins of government at his pleafiire, and 
defcending from the throne, on which, we may fay, 
he was fet, to be hurled into a prifonr 

Lastly, The unfortunate Prince Iwan^ born to 
the throne, and from his cradle the prey of misfor- 
tune. This young man fpent in fetters the few 

year^ 
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years that he lived, and died at ScUuffelburg in the 
flower of his youth, after having been dragged from 
prifon to prifon. We fhall have yet occafion to 
fpeak of this prince. 

The gloomy ideas, infpired by this abode of for- 
row, gather new force from the dull obfcurity, 
which reigns in thefe placés, and from the menacing 
afpecl of the Satellites, pofted at the doors of thelc 
black dungeons. A man of feeling imagines he 
hears the rattling of chains, and the groans of the 
victims, whom defpotifm cafts into thefe abodes of 
mifery ; laughing at their fufFerings, applauding it- 
felf on the gratification, and meditating new forms 
of vengeance ; he figures the atrocious calmnefs, 
with which it commands the torture, and its en- 
joyment in contemplating the ftreams of blood it 
has caufed to run. 

Before enlarging on the difmal fate of Peter III. 
who alfo ftaid in this place of horror, where he 
faw the conclufion of the fcene, which hurled him 
from the throne, we fhall lay before the reader fome 
important circumftances, refpecling Catharine I. 
and the unfortunate Alexis Pctrowitfch. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Origin of Catharine I. — The various /certes through 
which Jhepafed^ before Jhe became known to the Czar. 
— She is made his wife. — IJfue of this union. — Pre» 
mature death of young Peter. — The^ Czar* s forrow. 
— An Anecdote.^--The afcendant Catharine gaini 
^ver, her Hujhand. — She accompanies him on his mi" 
litary expeditions. — Her behaviour on the banks of 
the Pruth. — She isfufpeBed of being partial to Cham'* 
berlain Moens. -^Tragical end of this young man. 

CixlTHARINE vt^s the natural daughter of a coun» 
try girl, and born at Ringen, a fmall 'village on the 
lake of Witaerwe, near Derpt in Livonia. The 
year of her birth is uncei^tain, but according to 
what fixe related herfelf, flie muft have been bom 
on the 5th of April 1689, which ought to be fixed 
as the date of her birth, though fome writers have 
advapced, that {he was born in the year 1687. Th^ 
record of her dçath, which we have confulted, bears 
that flie died at the age of thirty eight, which fup- 
pofes her to have been born in the year 1689. 

At firft fhe was known under the name of Mar- 
tha, . which £he changed into Catharine, when Ihe 
embraced the Greek religion.] 

Count Rofen, Lieutenant Colonel in the Swc- 
difh fervicc, and proprietor of the village of Rin- 

Vox-* II. G gen. 
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gen, for fome time fupp^rted the mother and daUgïty 
ter, becaufe the cuffom of thé country is, that the^ 
Lord of the Manor fhould take charge of widows and 
their children ; and this circumftance has led many 
to fuppofe that the Coant was Catharine's father. 
This youn^girl, when only three years of age, loft her 
mother, and Count Rofen dying at fame time. Hit 
was left fo deftitute, that the Parilh Clerk look her in- 
to his hoafe. A fhort time after, Gluck, a Lutheraa 
minifter atMarienburg, travelling through thi&coun* 
try, faw this orphan, was much affected with her 
fituation, took her under his protection, brought 
her up, and fixed her with hi& children. In thcf 
year ^705^ Catharine was near feventebn years of 
age, when a young Dragon of the SwedUh garri- 
£bn faw her at church, and fell defperately in love 
with her. He made a dîfcovery of his paifion tCK 
ber, who was the object, and received for anfwer 
that flic depended on Gludc, from whom alone her 
hand couid be obtained. The minffter having iU'-^ 
quired into the character of the Dragoon, married 
him* with Catharine. The hiftory of this marriage:^ 
is differently reported. Weber affirms, that the- 
young couple lived together fol» eight days after 
their union. Bruce on the other hand maintains^ 
that the marriage was never confummated,. becaufe^ 
the Dragoon the very morning he was married» 
was fent in a detachment to Riga. One thing i» 

certaiii 
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certain, he was not in Marîenburg, when this city 
Submitted to the Ruffians, and Catharine deftitied 
to a more elevated fortune, never fawhim more, and 
•never could learn any certain account» of him. 

Mr Richer is then wrong in having advanced, 
that this hufband being in the number of prifoners 
taken at the battle of Pùkowa, and having learned 
the fituation of Catharine, was anxious to let him« 
4elf be known, in hopes of beipg raifed to fomething 
grand ; but that far from mitigating the rigours of his 
lot, the Czar inftantly ordered him to be fent to the 
deferts of Siberia, where he died three months be- 
fore the peace, which reftored the Swedish prifon- 
ers. On this occafion Mr Richer obferves, that Pe- 
ter then had two wives, and Catharine had two huf- 
bands alive. There is no woman, on whom more 
fiories have been forged, and yet flie lived in our 
own timas. After this, can we be reproached, if 
•we give no credit to what has been written about Se- 
miramis, Cleopatra, Zenobia, and fo many other 
women, of whom we have fuch ftrange hiftories. ' 

General Renn, others fay Gener^d Bauer (this 
is the common ojnnion) who had found Catharine 
in Marienburg among the prifoners, was ftruck 
with her youth and beauty, took her home with 
l^m and entrufted her with the management of his 
houfe, of which he had no reafon to repent, for 
^c made herfdf equally beloved by mafter and 

G z fcrvaDt?, 
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fcrr^ts- Soon after flie went into Prince Menzi- 
koff's fervice, who was captivated with her beauty, 
gnd charmed with the agreeable difpofitions of her 
mind. She lived with him till the year 1704, when 
ihe became the miftrefs of Peter L whom flie feoii 
captivated fo completely, that he determined to , 
marry her on the agth of May 17 ii. The marri- 
age cereinony was performed fecretly at Jarawof in 
Poland^ in prefence of General Bruce, and on the ' 
-a 2nd of February 1712 it was publicly celebrated at 
St Peterfburg. 

Anne, who married the Duke of HoHlein, and 
was mother to Peter III. of whom we have already 
mude mention ; Natalia Petrowna, who died before, 
her father; Paul and Peter, who died in infancy, were 
the frtiit of this union. The Czar was particularly 
affiled with the death of young Peter. His for- 
Tow was fuch, that he Ihut himfelf up at Peterflioff, 
intending to ftarye himfelf to death, and forbid 
every perfon, of whatever defcription, under pain 
^f death to difturb his retirement. Ihe fenate af- 
fembles on this defperate refolution of the prince, 
acid Dolgorouki undertook to drive him from it. 
He went and knocked at the door of the room, 

virhere Peter had fhut himfelf up. Whoever ym he^ 

cried the Czar with a terrible voice, Jly cff^ or I will 
9^en the door and knock out your brains-^Open^ '^/^ 
replied Dolgorouki in a firna tone, // // u deputy from 

the 
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-fb^ S^ndfej ^ome tù ajk yo9^ ivhomyou ^ifl!io ha^e n^* 
med as Emperor in your r^om^ Jtnce yoif have refignfé* 
Peter, ftnack ^ith the courageous zealofDolgoroukî, 
openejd, embraced thîç ibitfaful courtier, y}ekfcd to 
. his coupfels, and refumed the reins of the empire. 

Catharine gained over the mind of Peter that 
afcendant, which nature gives a pretty viromafi, and 
.•which, froan its furprifing effeâs, looks like magic 
to credulous minds. In order to fucceed in acquii"- 
ing this, Cathsifrine joined to the advantages fhe had 
received from nature, a cp.nftant attention to dif- 
çover whatever could pleafe her hmfband ; always 
conduâing herfelf with that fweetnefe and con]|)l24« 
fance which difiinguifhed her charafter, and with 
^hat vivacity, which in her wa$ like the fire of Pro- 
<netheus, and deârified Peter. This qii^alificatiofi 
in women is doubtlefs one of the greatcft powers of 
feduâîon, \^âth which pâture |ias endowed them. 
Catharine's gaiety was equal tp her vivacity, and 
ihe employed it with as much art. Peter had fome- 
times fits of dulUiefs and terror which rendered him 
excefiively fufpicious, and threw him into fo bad a 
humour, that he appeared beiide himfelf and in a 
iftate bordering on madnefs. In thefe dreadful mQ- ' 
ments, the young Catharine was the only perfon, 
who durfi approach him. As if flie had exeixifed 
over the tamper of this prince an enchantment fq- 
perior to that, which deprived him of his wits^ at 

the 
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the found of her voice he leaped for joy, recovered 
his fenfes, and his tranfports were calmed. It was 
therefore with great juûice, that he confidered her 
neceûàry, not only to his happinefi, but even to his 
very esifience, and that flie became his infeparablc 
companion, in all his travels and military expe- 
ditions» 

The peace of Pruth, which faved the Ruffian ar- 
my from inevitable deftmôion, was wholly attri- 
buted to the ability of Catharine $ and with great 
juftice, notwithftanding what has been faid and 
.written of this princefs by her detraâors and all 
who have followed their fimtiments. The foUow- 
*ing is a ftate of the faâ. 

In the campaign of the year 171 1, the Czar be- 
ing deceived by the pompous promifes of Cantimer, 
and in fupported by fome of his Generals, had fuf- 
fered himfdf to be furrounded by a numerous army of 
the Turks J and no rcfource was left him, if he wiih- 
ed to avoid the fate of his rival Charles XII. but to 
cut his way through the hofUle army during the 
night. After having come to this defperate refolu- 
tion, be had retired to his tent, with his foul a prey 
to the moft violent chagrin, and had forbidden any 
perfon to enter it under pain of death. In this cri- 
tical moment, Catharine rifing fuperior to her fex, 
had reanimated the courage of the Generals, whom 
the Czat's defpair had cojleded round the tent of 

the 
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tke Irice-chancellûr ShMrof, and there fuggiefted 
to them the propo&l of tenns to Bohagi Mehemet^ 
who to pacific inclinations united the avarice of a 
Turk, raifed to this eminent rank She caUeded 
gold enough to dazzle him, and deputies were dif- 
patched without Peter*s knowledge. As good luck 
wouM have it, Baltagi Mehemet, who had full pow- 
ers from his mafter to continue the war, or make 
peace, was really dazzled by the prefents, which 
Catharine had made be offered him, and eonfented 
to an accommodation on much better terms, than 
could have been expeâed. Then in fpite of the 
Czar's orders, this princefs repairs to fais tenty 
throws herfelf at his knees, bathes them with her 
tears, in energetic terms defcribes the horror of 
their fituation, his army more reduced by want and 
fatigue, than encouraged by his generous grief j^ 
then file relates to him what fleps fhe haii taken 
with Baltagi Mehemet, and th^ fortunate fuccefs 
with which they had been crowned. Peter afko« 
nifhed, l^s her up, embraces her, and affîïreà her 
that fhe has faved Ruffia. 

It is faid that the Grand Vifir while treath^ with 
her, not being able to fuppofe that love could give 
a wcmian courage enough to âiare with her huf* 
band the dangers of war, and refolution fufficient 
to be of fervice to h^m in the critical fituation, ta 
which he was reduced, &nt a confidential officer 

into 



ié tRAVÈLS ta àUSStiu 

into the Ruffian camp, to fée thisiieroine, aiîd vé« 
tify with hîs owil èycs, what fame, which magni- 
fies eviery thitig, had been pleafcd to publilh. 

Peter was fo grateful for Catharine's generous 
aâion, that on his return into the capital, he in-> 
fiituted in remembrance of it, the Order of St Ca- 
tharine already mentioned, with \irhich the Czarina 
was adorned the firft in the year 171 1. He gave 
her ah additional proof of his gratitude for this 
xhetitorious fervice, when in the year 1724, he 
caufed her be folemnly^crowned at Mofcow. In the 
ordeirs iffued for this ceremony were thefe words-— 
The Empre/sj my dear wife^ having accompanied me 
conjlantly in my military expeditions, of which notwith- 
Jianding the weaknefs of her fex, Jhe has Jhared the 
dangers, and in the moji critical Arcumjiances, has 
ajjijied me by her counfels, particularly on the banks of 
the Pruth, where the Rujftan army reduced to twenty 
two thoufand men, had to fight two hundred thoufand 
of the enemy, or die. It was on this defperate fiuation 
that fhe flgnalized her zeal by a courage above her feXy 
andfaved the army and the empire. — It was an aâ: of 
juftice to fet her on the throne of this empire, who 
had fixved it. 

NoTwiHSTAN'DiNG all tWs, Catharine's influence 
over the mind of the Czar, fcemed to be on the de- 
cline for forae time previous to his death, and if flie 
had not been crowned at Mofcow, a rupture be- 

twceû 
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twéen them Would have been unavoidable TTbeir 
xnifunderftanding arofe from the following cir« 
cumfiance. Catharine had a young chamberlain 
called Moens de la Croix, born in Rufliaof a Flemiih 
familyé . He was of s^ very handfome figure, and 
aided by his fifter Madam Balks, i^ting itiaid to 
this princefs, ruled the Emprefe' houlhold, and per- 
haps her heart ; at leaft this was the idea which Pe« 
ter had conceived, or had been induftrioufly fug«> 
gefied to him by Jagufchinlky, who then enjoyed 
his confidence, and was Catharine's mortal enemy. 
In order to come at the certainty of this fatal truth, 
which the wife Fontaine advifes never to invefti* 
gate, he pretended to leave St Peterfburg, to 
fpend feme days at Dupka, a pleafure houfe o£ 
his Majefty's, and immediately returned incognito 
to the winter palace, whence he difpatched to the 
£mpre(s, a page in whom he confided, to carry his 
compliments to her, as if he had been fome leagues 
from the capitaL The page had orders to obferve 
every thing, and it was in confequence of the in- 
formation given by this Argus, that Peter fui'pri. 
fed Catharine and her lover, in a tender tete-a-tete 
in one of the arbours of the garden. The -cham- 
berWn's filler, along with a page, waâ watching at 
a diftance from this arbour, and the chafte friend of ' 
Endemion had her eye on the lovers. Peter, natu- 
: Vol.il H -rally 
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rally vîol63nt, wa* trafifported with rage at this ûght^ 
He beat Catharine with his cane, and did not treat 
UA feverely the page, who had attempted to ftoi> 
Irftn in kÎ8 entranccf. After that hè retired, without 

, ûkyitïg % word to Moens or his lifter. Next day, 
gbîng into^ Catharine's room, he broke a fuperb Ve- 
nice mirror placed over the chimney. — Toufee^ faîd 
Be t<y her, that with ajiroke of my hand^ I bave re* 
dueed this mirror to the dujl^ from whence it came.^^ 
That is true^ atifwercd Catharine with mildnefs, for 
ftd comprehended the allufion, that is truey but by 
having dcftroyed the moji beautiful ornament of the pa^ 

^ ha J do you think it becomes ntore beautiful. Peter had 
too much penetration not to underftand in his turn 
what' this ingeniouis anfwer fignified. It calmed 
him, but a few days after, he made Moens and his 
fifter be arrefted. Moens was carried to the winter 
palace, into a room, which nobody entered but the 
Emperor, ^ho carried him hisviftuals. At famd 
time a report was fpread, that the brother andiifier 
Bad been imprifoned for having let themfelves be' 
corrupted by prefents, and for having employed 
their influence with the Emprefi from motives of 

^ tntereft. 

Moens having been examined by the Eâiperor, 

» în prcfence of General Ufchakof, aind threatened 

with torture, confefTcd himfelf guilty of the pre* 

tended venality, of which he was accufed, and had 

hiir 
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liu head cut cC His fifter was condemned to re«. 
ceive eleven ftrokes with the knout« bt}t got QJ^f 
five, and fome {ay it.was the Emperor himfelf, whQ 
gave her them. She was afterwards banifiied into 
Siberia. Two of his fons, who were chamberlains, 
were degraded, and fen t as private foldicrs to the 
3rmy, which was on the frontiers pf Perfia. The 
day after the execution of the fentence, the Czar 
had the cruelty to carry Catharine in an open car- 

• ria^e near to the poft, to which they had nailed the 
head of Moens» But the Emprels, without chan« 
ging countenance at this horrible fpeclable, exclaim«>' 

,^ cd; What a pity there Jhould he Jo much corruption a^ 
mong courtiers ! 

This happened about the end of the year 17^4» 
Peter's death happ^ied Coon after ; and as Cathae 
line; at her acceffion to the throne, recalled the fifr 
ter of the unfortunate Moens, (he has been fufpe^ 
led of having (hortened her hulband's days by poi- 
ion. This imputation is an atrodouti caluKpny, ami 
in fpite of Catharine's fituation during the lafi pei* 
xiod of the Czar's life, the circumftances of his com- 
l^ints, as we have already narrated them, defiroy 
all the fufpicions, which the Czarina's enemies have , 
ibught to bring her under. But every thing may 
|)C. expeâed from the black envy of courtiers» 
They know wdl how to give (hades of truth to the 

Ha calumnicf 
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catamnies they hatch, as they afieft its language 
when they tdl them. 



C H A ?• V. 

iNTRiGUESy which raife Catharine h to the throne^ af- 
ter the death of her hufband. — Faélion that ivtjh to 
exclude her. — Menzikoff*s party prevails^ and Ca- 
tharine is proclaimed.-^Menziioff reigns under her 
Ttame.^'-^peàth of this princefs.^-^Her charaffer. — A^ 
Tiecdotes of her brother. 

PÇTER was yet ftniggling with death, when dif- 
fa:ent parties were forming and caballing for difpo- 
fing of the crown. In a numerous afietnbly of the 
principal nobility ,^ at the head of whom were the 
Princes Oalitzin, Dolgorouki, Repuin, Kurakin, 
Lapuchin, and Soltiko£F, it was fecretly refolved to 
have Catharine arretted, fo foon as Peter was dead, 
aâd to place Peter his grandfon on the throne. 
This party would have been dangerous, if the Jead- 
crs had been united. But fome wiilhed the re-efta- 
bliihment, aiid others only a modification, of the 
old government. Baflewitz, informed of their de- 
fign, went to the Empreis at the middle of the ^ 
ni^i, and informed her of what was plotting a* 
^gainft her. My grief and conjkrnation^ £hc replie4 
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to -bsm, deprive me of power to aSt ; fee Menxihff^ , 
ccnfult together ; I leave my fate in your handjSj and^ 
'oiill adopt whatever meafures you fhall think moft pro* 
per. MenzikofF, funk in flecp, was far from fuf- 
pedîng the imminent danger, which tlireatened Ca- 
tharine and her party. Ahjiough at firft furprifcd 
at what Baffewitz told him? he loft no time in. dcli^ 
berating, but run immediately to îeize on the trea- 
iury and fortrcfs ; fecured, by prefents and promx- 
fes, the commanders of the regiments of Preobaf- 
chenikoi and Semenoffskoi, as well as all the admi- 
rals of the fleet, and had an interview with the 
Duke of Holftein, General Butterlin, and the Arch- 
biihop pf Novogorod, all devoted to Catharine. 
This party afiembled in the palace, and the C^^arina 
appeared before them, claiming the right of fucceéd-^ 
ing her hufband, as the confequence of her folemn 
.coronation at^Mofcow. She defcribed the dange- 
rous confequences' of a minority, and afluired them, 
that, very far from wifliing to deprive the prince of 
his crown, flie would receive it only as a facred 
pledge to be reftored to him, the moment Iheihould 
be-re-uhited in heaven to thç dear hufband, whom 
(he had fo recently loft. 

.The pathetic manner in which fhe delivered this 
fpeech, the tears with which it was accompanied^ 
the ridi prefents of money and jewels, which had 
pr4î(£dcd it, produced tJie e&d: fhe I]^ad expe&od 

from 
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from it. The aflemUy promiied to do «very thing 
ibr he^, ind feparated» The reft of the night wa» 
i|)ent in making the preparations neceflary for en-^ 
furing the fuccefs of this plan. 

N£XT day/ fb foon as the death of the Czar haid 
been announced, the Senate, the Generals, tfae.princi« 
pal NobiUty, and Clergy^urried to the palace for the 
declaration of the new fovereign. The partiians of 
Prince Peter Akxiowitfch feemed certain of fucceis^ 
and prefumptuous as moft part of courtiers are, 
who calculate events according to their defires, they 
fliunned the friends of Catharine, as people, whofe 
iruin was certain. In this conjuncture, the dexterous 
Baflewitz whifpercd in the ear of one of the pna-* 
ce's party. Tbf: Emprefs has got fojfefton of th^ trea^ 
fury and tbefortrefs ; Jhe has fecured the Guards ^ the 
HbIj Synods and many of th^, principal Nobility. Sha 
has more friends than you think. Therefore warn your 
friends to make no rejijiance to her^fince they would ex* 
pofe their heads for nought ^ by oppofing the public opi^ 
nion^ which concurs with Peter* s wijh to raife Catba^ 
tine to the throne. . This advice circulated rapidly. 
Ba&witz gave the iignal agreed on, and the two 
regiments of Guards, who had been won over by 
bribes to proclaim Catharine, had already furround- 
çà the palace, and were beating the general* Who 
bos been fo bold, cried Prince Repuin, commander* 
lli-chiefy ox giv£ this order without my knowledge If^ 

it . 
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B was /, replied General Bu^lin, without intend* 
ing to difpute your authority^ but to obey the orders of 
my gracious fovereign^ the Emprefs. To this laconic 
reply, a fuUeh filence fucceeded, and for fome mo* 
ments» every body was in the rack of expe<Sbtiott 
'and anxiety, when Men zikofF entered, followed by- 
Catharine, leaning on the Buke of Holftein. She 
attempted to fpeak, but her iighs and tears for fome 
time ftîfled her voice. At laft, recovering her fpî* 
rits, Ihe delivered a pathetic fpeech, in which ihe 
painted the true or pretended forrow, which the 
Czar'a death caufed to her. If the Grand Duke, 
added fhe, will follow my injiruâliôns^ Ifhall haveper* 
baps^ during my widowhood^ the confolàtion of forming 
an Emperor^ worthy of the blood and name of him^ in 
Tiibofe recent death you have fuffered an irreparable lofs • 
She was interrupted by MenzikofF, who obferved, 
that in fo critical a junâure, it was proper that the 
a&mbly fhould have liberty and time to delibei^ate . 
.on this aflàir, fo as not to draw upon themfelvet 
the reproaches either of cotemporaries, or of pofte- 
rity. To this objeftion agreed on between Catha* 
rine and her favourite, the Czarina fubmitted, anâ 
eonfented to abide by the refolutions that fhould be 
ibrmed by the affembly, who pafled into another a* . 
partmeût» whereof the doors were immediately lhut# 
Menzikoff and his party, who had ahready fist- 
tied that Catharine Ihould be £mpre&, and the 

Guard» 
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Guards, who had been drawn up, by their orders^ 
around the palace, found means of commanding 
Cathsurine's enemies, in fuch a way, that they durft 
not at firft exprefe their fentimcnts, nor make any 
oppoiition. Then nothing more remained, but to 
give the bcft poffible colour to what^they were a- 
bout to do, by perfuadfcg the affembly, that Peter 
had deftined his crown for his wife. With this 
view, MenzikoflF fent for the Emperor's fecretary, 
and alked him, if his mafter left any writing, that 

. jcould difcover his intentions. The fecretary replied 
that a fliort timie before his laft journev to Mofcow, 
he had cancelled his will ; and that he had frequent- 
ly expreffed a defire of making another, but had al- 
ways been prevented by the reflexion, that if his 
fubjecls, after he had raifed them from a ft ite of 
barbarity to the higheft pitch of glory, were capa* 
ble of ingratitude, he ought not to expofe his laft 
will to the affront of a refufal to comply with it ; 
that if, on thé contrary, his fubjedb recoUeâed 
what they owed to him, they would regulate their 
çonduâ by the intentions, which he had already 
manifefted more folemnly, than he could do by any 
writing. Upon this there arofe a difpute between 

% the members of the aflembly and fome Lords, who, 
notwithftanding the prefence of the foldiers, had 
the courage to oppofe Catharine's friends. But 
Iheophancs, Archbifliop of Pldkoff, recalled.. to 

their 



TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 65 

their remembrance the oath they had taken in the 
year 1722, That they would acknowledge as Sovereign^ 
theperfon^ thatjhouldbe named by the Emperor^ and this 
prince, added he, made a formal avowal of his fenti^ 
ments, on the evening on which he caufed Catharine be 
crowned. The ceremony of to-morrow , he told us ally 
will be more important^ than people think. Its objeél is 
the coronation of Catharine^ for the purpofe of inve/iing 
her with the power of reigning, She^ who on the 
banks of the Pruth^ faved the Empire^ is well entitled 
to this honour. Befides I am affured^ that with all her 
power (he will maintain our ufeful ejiablifhments, which 
alone can render the Empire happy and flourifhing. 

The prelate ligned this declaration, which the 
majority of the affembîy confidered as authentic, 
adding however, that the late Emperor's fentiments, 
fuch as his fecretaryhad juft explained them, amonat- 
cd to a formal defigriation of Catharine. The op- 
pofite party denied that the bufinefs was fo clear 
and condufive as Theophanes pretended and main- 
tained, that as Peter named no fucceffor, the right 
j^ dcfting one reverted to the ftate. But, cried 
MenzikofF, this is the language of ingratitude, and it 
would be unjufl and criminal to refufe to conform our^» 
fehes to what our Sovereign has deft fed in terms fo ex-' 

pf'efs- Long live the Emprefs Cathaî^incf Thefe 

-words" we're irpmediately repeated by the great€ft 
part of the affembly, and MenzikofF went firft to 

Vol. II. • I lalutc 
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falute Catharîne with the title of Emprefe, and firfl 
paid his compliments to her by kifling her hand. 
The whole affembly followed his exemple, £o that 
whe;i this princefs fliowed herfelf at a Balcony, the 
Guards and populace n^ade the air refound with ac- 
clamations, of Long live Catharine ; and in order to 
ejico;irage them, IVIenzikoff threw money among 
them moft profufely — a fure way of commjuiding 
their approbation. 

. This courtier did right in being lavifb» ^ It wa& 
for himfelf that he was labouring, for Catharine's 
reign was his. She had neither application nor ca- 
p2icity for managing the reins of the empire, and 
flie gave herfelf up with blind confidence to the man, 
wlio ha4 been the firft author of her fortune in her 
youth, and to- whom Ihe owed the crown in a mpre 
advanced age. 

During the time Ihe (at on the throne, her life 
was not one of the moft regular. During her wi- 
dowhood fhe had two lovers, the Counts of Lewen- 
noWen and Sapieha. The affecllon Ihe had for the 
former was only momentary, but her love for hinx 
changed into friendihip^ and flic preferved it all 
her life. As for Sapieha he poffeffed GatharineV 
hcart even to the laft period of her life. MenzikoflT 
enjoyed all her confidence, and was at the greateit 
pains to keep her at a diftance from bufinefs, if ever ' 
flae wilbed to interfere with it. Her life was that 

of- 
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of an Epicurean. Her detractors charge her with 
frequently exceeding in Tokay wine, which along 
with a cancer and a dropfy foon put a period to her 
life. She died on the 16th of May \')i']^ afto: a 
reign of two years and feme days, when juft enter- 
ing into the thirty ninth year of her age. 

Catharine was above middle fize. In her youth 
flie had had very delicate and agreeable features, 
and had been very handfome, but as flie advanced 
in years, flie became rather too jolly. "Her com- 
plexion was fine, here eyes were black, her hair 
was fair, and flie dyed . it black. Her enemies 
fpread a report, that flic could neither read nor 
write, and that the princefs Elizabeth or Count 
Oftermann figned for her. We inquired into the fad 
and found this report grofs calumny. * But it muft 
be; allowed, that if on one fide, thofe who were un- 
favourable; to Catharine, have faid much ill of her, 
on the other her pancgyrifts have greatly exaggera- 
ted her charafter and abilities. . 

' The following anecdotes will prove with what 
moderation Catharine bore her elevation, and how 
far flic was from forgetting her origin. When 
Wurmb, who had been preceptor, whilft Catharine 
was only a fervant in Gluck the miriifter's family, 
waited on her, after flie had been married to 
the Czar, flie received him with much attention 
and Jdndnefe. What^ my good honeft fouly flie faid 

1 2 to 
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to him, Are -you Jlill alive ? Very well, Fjhall take 
care of you ; and fhe fettled a penfion on him. Sh€ 
was not lefs attentive to the family of her benefaftor, 
who died at Mofcow. She gave his widow a pen- 
fion, made his fon a page, portioned his. twD oldeft 
daughters, and brought the youngeft to court,, where 
ih^was made one of the maids of honour. If cre- 
dit is to be given to Weber, flie made feveral at- 
tempts to difcover her former hufband, and not 
without fuccefs. While flie lived with MenzikofF, 
Ihe was every now and then fecretly fending him 
fums of money, till the year 1705, when flie learn- 
ed that he had loft his life in a fcuffle. But this was 
only a vague report, as we have already ftated. 

Some writers have advanced, and at St Peteri- , 
})urg it is affirmed, as; Jjufaft, that Catherine had a 
brother,*whom the^Czar accidently difcovered, and ' 
amufed himfelf îivith introducing to Catharine for 
the firft time. The ftory is told in the following way. 

An envoy extraordinary from the King of Po- 
land at thç Ruffian court, on his return to Drejden^ 
jhad flopped at an inn in Cour land y and had witnef- 
fed a ferions quarrel between one of the ftable boys 
and fome of his comrades, who were all drunk. One 
of them fwore. in a high one, while he faid thefe 
words in a low tone. By a Jingle word I could make 
my adverfaries repent of their infolence^ for I have ^re^ 
lations powerful enough to punijh them* -' 

^ 'Upon 
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UpoîîT this^ the minifter furprifed at his dedfivc 
manner of expreiTnig himfelf, enquired after hi^ 
nàraç and former ftate of life.. The minifter wa^ 
anfwçred, that he was^ an unfortunate Pole, called 
Charles Skoworonjki^ that his fathier was fuppofed to 
have been a Gentleman in Lithuania, who died ear- 
ly, to the great lofs of this unfortunate young mail, 
and a fitter of his, whona he had loft long ago. 

This anfwer engaged the attention of this tra^- 
veller, whq at St. Peterfburg had heard fo mar 
ny ftories about Catharine, He examined the figure 
of the lad, that was fwearing, and thought he per- 
ceived iti his c(»:ie features fome refemblance to 
thofe of Catharine's, which were fo nobly caft,. as 
one of her own hiftorians had faid, that no painter 
could be fuccefsful in hitting jae exprcflion of heî: 
beautiful countenance. 

This incident, which would have all the appear* 
;inçe of a romantic fcene, if it were not proved 
to be a fact, ftruck King Auguftus* minifter, 
who even indulged himfelf in making a ridiculous 
ftory of it, in a letter to a friend, who refided at 
the court of Ruili^. How this letter fell into the 
hands of the Czar, is not well known, but it is cer- 
tain ^ that he took a note of it in his memorandum- 
book, and afterwards fent to Prince Repnin, Go- 
vernor of Riga, an order to difcover Charles Scho- 
;^orop&i, to apprehend him without any infult to 

his 
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his perfon, and to bring hitoi to Riga on fome ho- 
nourable pretence ; and to fend him under a fuffi- 
dent guard, to the chamber of Police at St Peterf- 
burg, whom the Czar had direâed to revife a fen- 
tence pafled againft faid prifoner. 

This order, which was incomprehenfible to the 
Governor, was punfhially obeyed. Charles Scho- 
woronfid was brought to Riga, where the peace of- 
ficers pretended to proceed in the ordinary forms 
againft him, as a dangerous quarreller. He was 
then fent undeca guard to St Peterfburg, with the 
counterfeit evidence, which proved the charge 
brought againft him, 

Charles uneafy at his lituation, although he 
thought himfelf quite innocent, was brought be- 
fore the Judge, who protrafted the procefs, in or- 
der to examine the prifoner more at his eafe, for he 
had received orders to found him. To fucceed in 
this the more effeâiially, he had placed fpies about 
him, and they noted down all his expreffions. ' A- 
greeabljr to the information coUeftedfromhim, which 
was fo much the lefs fufpeded, that it was given by 
an ingenuous man of no great pretenfions, proper 
perfons were appointed to make inquiry in Cour- 
land, ahd the difcoveries they made, proved evi*. 
dently, that this lad was really brother to the £m«- 
prefs Catharine^ 

When 
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When the Czar got aflurance of this, be made 
k be hinted to Skoworoniki, that the Judge not be^ 
ing difpofed to treat him favourably, he could not 
do better than prefent, with his own hand, a petition 
to the Sovereign; and that means would be devifed 
not only of reaching the throne, but of fecuring pa* 
trons powerful enough, to fupport him efFedually, 
in his application for redrefs. 

The Czat, who had ordered every thing for a 
fcene, with which he prc^ofed to amufe himfelf 
greatly, by the furprife, he would give Catharine, 
made it be told the prifoner, that on a cestain day, 
he would go, incognitOj and dine with Chapelow, 
the fteward of his houfiiold, and when dinner was 
over, he would hear Skoworonfki, 

The Majefty of the monarch , appeared not to 
intimidate him. He prefented His petition nobly, 
but it was re^d with lefs attention, than his figure 
was examined. The Czar put to him a number of 
queftions, which, notwithftanding his embarraff- 
mcnt, he anfwered fo diftincUy,' that it appeared 
evidently, that he was brother to Catharine. 

UowEVER to remove all fufpicions, the Czar 
left him abruptly, ordering him to return next day 
at the fame hour, and this order was foftened only 
by the promife of a fentenc^, with which he would 
probably have reafon to be fatisfied. 

• TH)t 
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order ot Bt WbkJdîmd^^ and Plcaîpatentîarf af ïfe- 
ffles. ?H5ê two fifters, Mary and Catharine, afei 
Maîcfe of t}otiotEr ta the Etnprels. 
• We ^11 coiiclûde this head with obfervîng, that 
the greateft honour is due to the memory of Catha- 
fine, for her humanity, and the companion fhe f x-* 
f reffed at the fight of poor people. But ail com- 
mçndatîo» is inferior to the noble art, which flie 
jioffelfed, of trânfnaitting thefe fentknetits from her 
èwn heart into that of her huCband^ to whom na- 
ture feemed to have denied them. She made it * 
Éudy t^ be a mediator between the prince and his^ 
febjefts. She afted in this capacity always with c^g- 
nity, and the courtier, who knew to what degree* . 
fee was jealous of the Czar^s glory, never durft em^ 
ploy her medis^tion for the purpofe of obt^ning any 
éïmg which would make her afterwards blufh. 
The entire'confidence, which Peter repofed in her, 
ivàs doubtlefs to hirii a fource of precious enjoyment j 
for on the throne as in private life, unbounded con- 
fidence in a wife affords the greateft pleafore to a 
hufband, while any degree of diffidence becomes 
the greateft of misfortunes! , . 

CHAP. 
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CHAP- VL 

FjxriCirLAJts re/peeling Alexis Petroioitfch^fon to Eun 

d^fcis. — Education of this prince.- — CbaraSer given tf 

: Aim by Bfuce.-^His manners. — Imprudent aâls.-'^ 

Flight to Naples. -^Return to RuJfta.-rHis triaJnrm 

Condemned to death by Peter. — Tragical end of bis^ 

. eoj^dents.-^PimiJhment of Gleboff.^^^Partieulars re* 

. ^peding Princefs Sophia^ wife io the Czarowitfch,-^ 

^ Her misforttme^f and deatb$ — A fabulous Jiory mado^ 

\ - 4>n her. 

. .. ■ ^ 
In tlie two former cl^apters» ^e have traced thev 
owdines of the hiftory of a woman^ whom fortunq 
loaded with her fjtvours, and drew from the moi^ 
ob&ure fituation, to fet her on^a throne^ to whid( 
her birth could not furaiih the mofl; remote pretcxw 
fions. We are tiow to contemplate this fame fortune 
lnx\ a^ prince from a throne, to which his birtl^ 
gave him a hereditary title. 

Ai>e:2(is, the only child whom Peter L had bjf 
Xudoxia Federo^na Lapuchin^ was born the i8th of 
February 1690; and never was a prince bom under 
more fortunate auijpic^, both in reiped to himfel^ 
and thofe attached to htm by blood and friendihip.^ 

The circumflances of his exclufion from th$ 
tlnrone, and his death, which followed as a necefla* 

%Z Tf 
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ry confcqucncc, arc generally known, but with in- 
terpretations fo different, that the reader, drawa 
fer from the road of truth, is reduced to a ftate of 
uncertainty, or to give creidit to fafts, difguiied by^ 
hireling hifiorians, who have found it their inteireft 
to calumniate ox flatter the memory of this unfor* 
funate prince. We ihall now attempt to reftore the 
real ilate of fads. 

It is a circumftancè incpntrovertiUc, that the ç* 
dttcation of the young Gzarowitfch had been unac- 
countably and grofsly negledled, and that he had 
liever received the correfitiqn neceflary for his age, 
till it w^s out of all time to infpife him with pro- 
per fentiments, and fix in him good habits. He 
had been entrufted to the care of women, and his 
education left to Ruffian prieûs, the moft ignorant 
and contemptible of men, who fiudied to cram him 
with, the abfurd prejudices of religion, rather than 
inftrucl him in its principles and moral precepts, 
which conftitute its chief estcçUence apd utility to 
human fodcty. It was thefe priefts, who ruined 
hiin, by their inceflant and perfidious declamations 
againft the Czar, whom they reprefented as a fecri- 
légious innovator, becaufe he had aboliihed ieveral 
barbarous cuftpms, the objeft of their fuperftitious 
révérence, by which they pretended to iave their 
credulous flocks* - 

'^ ^''^'' " At 
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At tbe age of deven years, Alexis wa« tadosBt 

horn the management of this contemptible fpecies; 

ef governors, to intruft him to Baron Van-huyflfen, 

counfellor of war, who, along with great merit ^ 

pofie$:d the valuable talents, which arc ràrdy 

found in the inftruâors of young pripces, though 

all boaft of being endowed with them. It is faid, 

that Van-huyffen difcovered in his pupil the mbft 

happy difpolitions, in fpite of all that the priefts had 

done to choke them ; and that he did not defpair of 

ridding him of the prejudices they had raifed in 

him, when Menziko£F thought proper to remoVc 

him from the only perfon, who was lb capable of 

infpiring him with fentiments fuitable to his railk, 

and the throne, to which he was deftined. The 

minifier took upon himfelf the charge of Alexis* c- 

ducation, but as Menzikoff feldom faw him, he wa4 

put und^r the direftion of fubftitutes, not only deC 

titute df every kind of capacity, but even worfc 

than the priefts, to whom the early years of the 

Czarowitfch had been abandoned. It is prefumed^ 

that by this conduA, Mensikofifs exprefs intention 

was to give unréftrained indulgence to the vicious 

inclinations of the prince, and to allow him to aflb- 

ciate with the moft depraved companions. In real^ 

ity, hé pafled his life in continual drunkennefi and 

debauchery of every kind. Yet this fame Menzî- 

^oSf who had his own views, afterwards found 

meam; 
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means to extort from this prince, a confeffion^ Ù^ 
it was Menzikoff only, who had conduced hb edu- 
cation, and that he was under the greateft obfigam 
tions to the minifter in this refpeâ. In addition to 
all this, federal fads prove that Peter had early con* 
ceived great prejudices againft his fon, and had in'» 
ipired him with terror to fuch a degree, that to isu 
void being obliged to draw in the prefcnce of his 
father, the young prince difcharged a piftol at hst 
right hand. When he was not indulging in his vi* 
cious excejOfes, his predominant tafte was reading of 
myfiical books, and his favourite amufement was 
theological difputes, wherein he employed, it is ikid^ 
his fifls with as much advantage, as he did his lungs* 
To make him attend the council, and to ^eak to 
him of war, the navy or finances, was to him the 
moft difagreeable thing in the world. The ampru^ 
dence and obftinacy, which he fbowed, when oppo* 
fed in his humour,. were not only unjuftifiable, but 
feepfied to rife to fuch a height, that his paifioas 
fometimes deprived him of reafon, and brought on 
him fits of madnefe. Bruce, who knew him well, 
has drawn the following charader, in a letter to one 
of his friends in 1 7 1 4. 

** The Czarowitfch is come to Mofcow this win» 
♦* ter, where I have fecn him for the firft time. He 
^^ keeps a low bred girl, a native of Finland, who 
ff might be very agreeable^ if a woman could be ai>* 

" grecabic 
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^ greeaUe without inodefty. I have often gone a- 
^ long with the general, to pay my refpefts to thb 
?* farince, and he has often come to the general's, 
** attended by very bad company His drefe is ra- 
^* ther flovenly than carelefs. He is tall, and well 
*^ made ; his complexion is brown, his look ftern, 
" and voice firong. He has often done me the ho- 
^* nour to fpeak German to me, and he underftands 
•* it weU. He is adored iby the populace, whofc ig- 
•^ norance and vices he affeâs. By people of a more 
** elevated rank, he is little refpefted, and he him- 
•* felf refpeâs nobpdy. He is a)[ways furrounded by 
^ a multitude of fti^pid and debauched priefts, and 
** other individuals of no better defcription. In fo- 
** ciety of this kind he conftantly arraigns the con- 
^ audi of his father, for having abolifhed the ancient 
^^ cuftoms. He declares, that as foon as he fucceeds 
^^ him, he will re-eftabliih Ruflia in her original ftate* 
** He even threatens to cut oflF every favourite of 
^ of the Czar's, but particularly MenzikofF. He has 
^ exprefled himfelf in this way fo often, and with 
•^*fo little circumfpeftion, that it could not but 
** reach the ear of the Czar, and it is generally be- ^ 
^ lieved, this young man has laid the foundation of 
** his own ruin." ^ 

Heated by the continued exceffes of the tabic, 
and exafperated by the pcrfecutions he was conftant- 
ly harafied with, Alexis fell into a ftate of ftupidity 
- and 
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and then into ddpair, fo that in the year 1716, ha 
all at once renounced his right of fucceflion in fa« 
vour of the fon, whom Peter had by Catharine^ and 
requefted permiffion to retire into a doifter, Prc^ 
ferring the advice given by his principal confidents, 
he very foon after' made his efcape, left the ftates of 
the Czar, and took refuge at Vienna^ where he put 
himfelf ùnder the proteâion of the Emperor Charles 
VI. This prince, wifhing to fave him from the re- 
fentment of his father, fent him firft to Infpruck, 
and afterwards, for more fecurity, to the Caftle of 
St Elmus at Naples, where he was betrayed by hi» 
miftrefs, to whom he was faid to be married, and 
who was direded to hint to .him the propriety of 
having recourfc to his father's clem'ency. Being af- 
terward;s mifled by the folemn promifes of an abfo- 
lute pardon, he hearkened to the advice of the offi- 
cers fent by Peter to Naples for the purpofe of 
bringing him back to Mofcow, and threw himfelf 
on paternal indulgence. It is true, the court of 
Vienna, not wifliing to come to a rupture with the 
Çzàr, was very inftrumental in making him adopt 
this refolution, or, to exprefs it more properly, \syid 
him under the neceffity of taking a ftep, which he 
could not avoid. 

After this refolution, he folemnly renounced c- 
very title of fucceflion to the crovc^n, and being car-: 
ried to Mofcow, and afterwards to St Pcteriburg, 

he 
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iicwas confined in the fortrefs of SchluflelBufgh^ 
tried by commif&oners, aiid condemned to dsatkw 
The proceedings of his trial are known; They were 
publiflied by the Czar*s orders ifa the ufual fornix 
arid appeared in feveral works. With the air of truth» 
which it was attempted to give them^ Hi^ôn» 
ans were bold enough to boàft of telling nothin|^ 
but truth, and Philofophets laughed at their pre* 
{ended veracity. However matters ftand, nothing 
can furnifh greater room for conjeAure, than thiy 
ftrange trial, in which a notorious diflFerence exifts 
between the corifeffiohs madd by Alexis on his firft 
examination at Mofcow^ which 'was in fdme de- 
gree public^ and the examination he underwent at 
St Peterflburg, whkh happened to be moft jfrcquent-^ 
ly in private, before the Gzar and his moft intimat^i 
2lnd confidentid ffiefidsi Thefe ci^cumftances feoQi- 
ed to prove that he was put to torturée 

Respecting the circumftarices of his death, there 
lire two opinions^ which hâve been adopted irt 
preference to the reft. One of them, fûpported 
by the Czar^s oWn proclamation, is calculated ta 
|>erfuade, that Ale:as had an attack of an apo- 
plexy, and died in cpnvulfions occafioned by the 
Violence df his paflions, and the terror of death* 
The other would incline us to believe that he was 
fccretly ei^ecuted in prifon. The latter appears moft 
credible, notwithftandirtg the affertions of Peter h 

Yql. II L and 
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^d the a^Iogy of his panegyriftsl Bufching has 
given it as the moft probable and aiithentic, pofi« 
wrfy aflerting that Alexis was befaeackd by the 
G»^*s orders^ and that Mar(bal Weyde did the oflke 
erf exrecutioncr— This is a faâ:, which he fays, he 
had from the woman, who was employed to ftitchr 
iSlè pri"flce*s head to his body, before it could be ex- 
p^€[d'ôtt the ftate bed. 

, Ali>, who had advifed the Czarowitfch, who had 
Been the companions of his flight, or affifted bin» 
m it ;' all in fliort, who had any (hare in his donfi- 
diehce, or in the plots imputed to him, were tortu^ 
Ttèi to death. The execution of Gleboff, who was 
alfe accufed of a criminal connexion with Eudoxia, 
arid a confpiracy againft the Czar, was atrocious 
and highly diChonourabk' to Peter* The unfortuw 
nate C4ebc^ was net oaly criipaled alive, but Peter^ 
before delivering him up to this cruel puni&ment^ 
tôiok a pleaAire in torturing him for the fpace of 
fix weeks, all with a- viçw to- extort from him a con- 
fèffibn' of the commerce he was accufcd of having: 
had with Eudoxia. GlebofF, during thfe tedious^ 
iTtartyrdom, was a model to lovers, and conftantly 
affirmed thfit Eudoxia had granted him na favours, 
and that Ihe wa& more faithful as a wife, than P^ter 
as a huftand. It ië reported that Peter advanced to 
this unfortunate man, when ready to^expire under 
the empaling, and advifed him in the name of reli- 

gio» 
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^mi 1^ make a confeiUon of £uiJaxia^$ . c^nM^ 
Barbarùin ! laid Gkboff to him-withTa ÉpeWc vDÎce^ 
IFÀïïf if your filly / F^r federal days .pu- have, in 'sJifiin 
renrnwd me from mie €ruel punijbmnt ^ another Jiilt 
more crael^ snd fou think thcâ ui this ntpm^t, wb^ 
^eatb is jufi g^ing to end my torments, I may kl^:ib^ 
i^nufcence and honour <fa wifi, -who hm committed /^sm. 
other fault, buf that if having loved you foo weU* ^; 
way with you nnd let me die in peace* While fioifli^: 
ing thefe words, fays tjie hiftoriau, from whom w^ 
have borrowed tbefe {Kirticulars,: Gkboff cdleftc^ ' 
the little ftrength' that remained in him, lifted up 
\k\% bead, fpk in Peter's face and expired. 
, Ai-EXAND£R KiKiN, Commi&oner of the AdoaU 
ralty , Alexis* favourite, and cocopanion in his flight;, 
Abraham Lepuchia E«doxia*s brother, for havijagj 
advifed him to it J the Bifhop of Noftqff, who wa* 
Gleboff's br(^her, and Poaiftionoithe jaionk^ ajcwfeé 
^i having inftigated him to coni^ire .againft thf^ 
Czar,, and his regul^tioias, were all broken on th/^ 
wheel, around the ijpot where Gleboff was empaled» 
Ck>unit Ronaanzoff aûd ïolftoç were magnifiopnt^ 
ly rewarded for: ^baft^ing b^-ought the prince bac^ 
from Naples, and for, adding iji ^drawing up thi> 
ch»ge. Romanzoff got the rank of Major-general . 
wd the pay of Lieutcnant-genieral, with Aleyandejp 
^ikto's property, which wasyconfifeited. Tolfto^ 
. r J^ « . ... . w)» 
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1^10 was already a fenator, received new hoÀours, 
and Gleboff^s pipoperty, which was immenfe. 

Cathariks I. was fufpeâed of haviag, along;^ 
with Menzikoff, irritated the father againfl the fon, 
atido£ ha;nng caufed the death of this unfortunate 
young man, who- was rather imprudent than crimi? 
ml. This fufpicion irofe from thefe circumftanccs, 
becaufe Peter, Catharine*s fon was declared ifuccef- 
for to the Czar, and becaufe Tolftoe, one of the 
principal commif&oners on Alexis' trial, to whom 
the particular examination of ^his prince was en* 
trufted, was known to be the creature of Menzi- 
ïcoff, whofe interefts and thofe of the Emprefs, were 
the fame. But Peter himfelf has juftiiied Catharine, 
by declaring publicly, that fhe had interceded in or- 
der tq fave the life of his fon, and requefted, that 
inflead of putting him to death, he fhould be fhut 
up in a monaftery. Is this declaration a piece of 
condefceniion of Peter's in fa%^our of his beloved 
wi£e ? This we know not, but fome hiftorians^have 
given us to underfland fo* 

On the 25th of October 171 1, at Forgau in S^x- 
Ony, Alexis the Gzarowitfch had married Charlotte 
Chriftina Sophia, daughter to Rodolphus of Brun- 
fwick-Blakenburg, fifter to Elizabeth Chriftina, wife 
to Charles VL — She was born on the 29th of Auguft 
1694, and made bet' public entry into St Peferfburg^ 
in.oompany with her hufband in July 171 2. Thi^ 
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jinîdn, tdiich was the caufe of public nqofeingp m 
the capital for more than a week, had only a few 
hapfpydays; for although Sophia was ?i very bea:a-i 
tifixl w'oinaii, and had ftill more virtue than beauty; 
although flie feemed to have been the choice 'o€ 
Alexis, who had feen her at her father's court ;. he 
treated her always with the grektdft contempt, and' 
Uved with that Finlander, called Euphrofyne, whbor ' 
we Ifave already mentioned. This woman was^ 
born in obfcurity, as all proftitutes are, and had 
their qualifications, which proved more fuitaUe to 
Alexis' manner of living, than the fentimental Ipve of 
the niodeft Sophia. It muft not however be credit- 
ed, that this prince treated her' with fo much inhu^ 
manity'as fome hiftorians have given out, for in- 
fiance, that he beat her frequently : for though he 
might have had ferocity enough to have commit- 
ted fuch an outrage, he would have been checked 
by his dread of the Czar, who, as well as Catharine» 
expreffed always the greateil concern for the un- 
happy fituation of the Princefe Sophia. . : 

This ill matched pair had a daughter, called 
Natalia, who was born at St Peterfl>urg in the year 
1714, and died at Mofcow in the 1728 ; and a fon, 
who was born the 23d of October 1715, and after- 
wards reigned under the title of Peter II. A few 
days after the birth of the latter, Sophia died of thé 
ffiefts^of an unfavourable deKvery^ but; principally 
- of 
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<Bf the forr'ow, which had been fwr â long tinae 
preying on her ^rits. She was only in her 
twenty-firft year, and her death, with which every 
other perfon was deeply affeâed, was a maimer of 
indifierence only to herfelf and her unfiBeltng hu£i 
land. . . 

Th£ evening before her death, ihe fent a long 
petition to the Czar, which drew tears from his 
eyes, and in which flie recommended to his atten*» 
tion her children and domeftics, but did not once 
name Alexis, which proves the mifunderftanding, 
khat prevailed between them, and how much the 
unhappy creature's heart was wounded. The moft 
fervent wifh that Sophia exprefled, was to fee the 
Emperor before flie died, and it was gratified. ' Pe^ 
ter, who was at Schluffclburg at the time of her dc^ 
livery, let out as foon as he received the news» 
l^hen he got to the capital, he found himfelf very 
m%ch indifpofed, and was obliged to go to bed^ 
without feeing the princefs ; but when he read the 
aflfeftionate and dutiful expreifions of his daughter^ 
tn4aw, he ordered himfelf to be carried into her 
bed-chamber. Their interview/ was moft aflfeftingi, 
She bid him a fbrrowful and laft adieu in langus^ 
moft moving, and again recommended her chit*- 
dren to his care, and her domeftics to his proteâiom 
jSbe received from him every confolation^ which 
Jicr Situation coukl admit of; ancid the ftroi^eft afr' 

forance. 
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furaivce, that cwry rcqueft of her's fliould be com-*' 
pKed with. After having kiffed the Czar's hand, fh© 
made a fign for her dûldrén to approach, and ha- 
ving bathed them with her tears, (he delivered thcni: 
into the bands of her hufband, without fpeaking ta 
him a word.^ He had come to the foot of the bed 
of his dying wife, becaufe the Czar had intimated 
to him this order. He appeared indifferent and 
eonftrained. When Peter went out, he retired, ' 
and the unfortunate Sophia expired about midnight^ 
after having fuflfered ail the pangs of the moft cruel 
agony. 

^ She had been educated and ihe died in the L^ 
theran religion, to which Ihe was attached fropx 
confiderations of philofophy. This Alexis did not 
excuie, becauie by tlie inftigation of the popes, he 
had in vain folicited her to embrace the Greek form 
rf worfhip. • Notwithftanding this difference of 
Ofnnidn, which was no wife regarded by Peter,. 
Sophia was buried by his orders, and in fpite of. 
the murmurs of the Popes, in a Ruffian church, 
in the cathedral of St Peter and St Paul, whither 
her corpfe was carried, on the 2&th of November 
17 14, with all the honours due to her rank. 

We have entered inta thefe particulars refpeâîrig 
the death of this princefs, not only bepaufe her fate 
midft affeâ all fenfible fouls, but beiides, becaufe ia 
zweÛLeuXiÛcdlntere/iing memoirs little known^ &c. 

there 
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there appeared au account, wtich^ if true, is wiiàf 
dxfibfent from What has been juft now related* 

AècoRDiNo to this account, the Emperor was 
abfent from St Peterfburg at the time of Princcfe 
Sophia's delivery, and foori after fhe perfuadôd foa^c 
people5 who were attached to her, to fpread a re-* 
port of her death* Her hufhand, who had paid na 
attention to her during her illneis, orderc&d her to 
be interred without any kind of pomp, and inftead 
of her corpfe, they buried a bit of wood in t^ ca^ 
thedral. She afterwards fled into France, it is add^ 
ed in the fame work, and fearing to be difcoycred, 
file thence embarked for Louifiana^ There Ihe mar- 
ried a military man, who was only a feijeant. He 
was* a Frenchman, and had been formerly at St Pe* 
terfbtirg* He had one daughter by her in the yeajr 
1752. She afterwards returned to Paris with her 
hufband, and one day as flie was walking in the 
Thuilleries, flie was difcovered by Marftial Sàie^ 
who promifed her fecrecy, and gave employment ta 
hier huiband on the ifle^of Bourbon, whither Sophisg 
accompanied him ; and foon after theii" arrival^ flie 
had thé misfortune' to lofe not only himfelf, but the 
daughter fhe had born to him. Aftet this double 
lofs, Sophia returned to France in the year 17^4, 
accompanied by one negro-girl, and without Bf^y 
thing to fupp®rt her, but fome bills on the India-* 

oompai>y 
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Cdmpany, drawn in the name of her hufband, and 
iiot paid her, becaufe fhe could nqt prove herfclf to 
be his wife. A gentleman, who had been acquaint- 
ed with her în the ifle of Bourbon, offered her his 
fervices, which flie accepted of, after having long re- 
filled them, and at fame time acknowledged who 
flic was. It is from him that the author of thefe in- 
terefting memoirs, op rather fables, pretends to have 
learned them; and he adds, that fhe diikppeared 
foon after, and there is room to fuppofe, that fh« 
retired to the court of Brunfwick. In this marvel- 
lous account it is alfo faid, that the King had feéret^- 
ly difcovered Her, and had ordered the governor of 
the ifle of Bourbon to pay her the honours due to 
her birth t that in a letter written by Jbis own hand, 
this prince communicated the difcavery to the Em* 
preis Queen of Hungary, and wrote immediately to 
the princefi, as to her aunt, advifing her to leave 
lier buiband and her fon, whom the King of France 
bad promifed to take care of^ and preiling lier to 
come to Vienna. 

ÏHE editor of this extraordinary narrative, in or- 
der to give more weight to his ftory, fays he had it 
from the papers of the deceafed Mr Duclos j fecreta- 
ry to the French academy, and hiftoriographer to 

. France. But we will obferve, he might have left it 
tliere, or given it as a ftory. We have examined 

. the truth of the fad, and found, from the moft ex- 
VoL, 11. M aa 
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act information, that the Princcfe Sophia's deatfr/ 
with aU its circumftanccs, was unqueftionable, andt- 
agreeable to what has been now related. A RuiSai]^ 
ivoblenian, of the firft diftinâion, has befides aflu^ 
red us, that his mother attended the Princefs du- 
ring her illncfs, was witnefe of her laft moments, 
ajid faw her body oii the ftate-bcd-, when, according 
to cuftom, people of quality were admitted to kifi 
her hand. After this, can we bdieve the compilers' 
of anecdotes, who tell us barefacedly, that they have 
ranfacked the mod fecret records, and the moft za^ 
tbentic memoirs ? 



CHAP. VIL 



Peter IIL — His m/irriage with Catharine. — Children 
born of them. — Dijlike at one another. — Dépendance^ 
in which Efizaheth keeps young Peter. — He fixes his 
rejtdence at Orariienbaùm. — Rep'ment that he forms 
ihere.-^He prefers foreigners to Rujftans. — Attempts 
to alienate Elizabeth^ s affeâlionfrom him. — EliTUibetb 
dies.-^Peter àfcends the throne. — Exiles recalled 
from Siberia. — Birefi. — Munich: — Particulars and 
anecdotes of this general. — Lefiocq.. — Count de Hordf. 
^*- Particulars refpeâîing the latter. 

IF, by; the narration of the circumftances^ that con^» 
tributed to the elevation of Catharine L and to the 

misfortune» 
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ariîsfortunes-of Alexis, we have been able to engage 
*he attention, and excite the fympathy of our-read- 
crs, we think they will not be lefs afieâed with the 
famous revolution, which fet Catharine IL on the 
throne o£ the Ruffias, which Ihe occupies in a way, 
that muft attrad the notice of pofterity. We liave 
fcen, that the firft revolution in 1741 had given the 
fceptre to Elizabeth, daughter to Peter the Great 
and Catharine I. — The year following, this Emprefe 
for her fuccefibr, fixed on her nephew Charlej-Pe- 
ter-Ulric, fon to Charles-Frederick Duke of H(d- . 
fiein-Gottorp, and to Anne, daughter to Peter I. 
This young prince; then fourteen years of age, em- 
-braced the Greek religion, which he defpifed in his 
heart, and h^d the imprudence to ridicule feveral 
times. In confequence of this change from one re- 
ligion to another, which the prieûs call abjuration, 
though its true name ought to be apoftacy, the 
young Peter was proclaimed Grand Duke of Ruilia, 
with all the cuftomary formalities, and took the ti- 
tle 0Î PcUr Fedorowitfih. In the year 1745, with- 
out any previous acquaintance of her, he married 
Sophia- Augufta, Princefs of Anhalt-Zerbft, who was< 
again baptized according to the forms of the Greek 
church, and received the name of Catharine Alexi- 
cfna. She was born on the 25th of April 1729, and 
. was fixteen years of age at the time of heronarxiage. 
Jwo children only were the confequence of this u- 

M 2 Piwj 
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nion; the Grand Duke Paul, born in the year 17545 
and Anne Petrowna, who was born in the year 

1757, *^^ ^^^ ^^ *759' 

For fevcral years, the moft perfefl: undcrftanding 
fubfifted between this royal pair, at leaft in appear*, 
ance; but as they were of an oppofite çharaôer, 
their affeftions were foon mutually alienated, and 
the difguft and averfion, which they had conceived 
for one another, Ihowed itfelf openly. Peter, whofe 
education had not been that of a prince ; Peter, who 
had been induftfioiifly kept at a dîftancç from affairs, 
and by Elizabeth always in a childifh dépendance, 
had conceived a fondnefs for an indolent life, and 
for a long ^ace of time, had been incapable of ré- 
liihing rational amufements, and of occupying himi- 
iHf with Ôudy. He fought only to divert his min4 
with ufelefs fubjeds or difgraccful pleafures. He 
was conftantly furrounded with fpies, who inade to 
the Emprefe the mpft unfavourable reports on his 
conduâ ; and flie being but too much difpofed to 
lufpeâ his intentions, was always afraid of fome rcr 
▼olutionary plot, fuch as that, which hîd fet herfclf 
on the throne. 

When Peter was at St Peterfburg, he lodged in 

the palace, ajod lived there rather as a ftate priibn^r 

' than as the heir of the empire. When the Emprefe 

Hrçpt tpl^erflkoff, he was permitted to refide at his 

fa^voiirijte 
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favourite retreat at Oranienbaumj where he follow- 
ed out his tallc for military exercifes, which were 
bis fole amufemcnt during the laft years of Elizai- 
beth's reign. He' began with forming a company 
oi his domefiics, whom he exercifed and clothed in 
the Pruflian mode» and regularly attended the ex- 
isrcife every day himfelf. The Emprefs approved of 
this innocent amufement, which might detach her 
iiej^ew from intrigues in politics, love, or fome- 
thing ftill worfe. She therefore ordered a certain 
number of foldiers to be drafted from Teveral regi- 
ments, and added to the company^at Oranienbaum» 
and garrifoned in this palace. The majority of this 
itonipany or regiment was made up, partly of Ger« 
mans, but principally of Pruffians. There was not 
gn officer ip it, who was a Ruffian. This gave um^ 
brâge to the Ruffian nobility, who, though they 
did not wife to be admitted into the corps, were 
jealous of the prince's predilediion for foreigner^^ 
and this predileâion proved his ruin. 

The Grand Puke engaged keenly in this martial 
employment* In his garden he bui)(: a fortrefs on a 
imaU fc^le. It was feveral feet fquare, and was ufe- 
fui to his ftudies in the art of fortification. Pleafed 
with this firft attempt, he orded another to be con^ 
jlrudled near the palace on a larger and more regth 
Jar plan. Of this we made mention formerly, when 
^flcribing Qraniepbaum* Every thing had a war* 

Uke 
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like appearance in this court, which made the Grand 
Duke happy, the Emprefs laugh, and the Ruffians 
ftiurmur. In the morning, at night, and at the 
hour of parade, the guns were drawn out. The 
fentinels were numerous, and the rounds as fre- 
quent, as in a city with an enemy at its gates. In 
this houfe in particular Peter gave entertainments, 
and got drunk, it is faid, with his Germans, whej\ 
he was not employed in exercifing or iffuing orders 
to what he called his army. 

, Notwithstanding this kind of liberty, which 
the Czarina appeared to give him, he was not the lefe 
fenfible of the conftraint, in whifch her fufpicion al- 
ways kept him, and often even in public he broke 
out againft her into violent inyeélives, which fome 
were bufy enough to repeat to Elizabeth, not without 
much malicious exaggeration. His enemies, and they 
were not fçw, reprefented him, to the Emprefs, as 
ungrateful for her kindnefs, complaining that he 
was invited into Ruffia only to be confined as a ftate 
prifoner, expreffing the greateft defire to return to 
Holftein, and refting all his hope and confolation 
on the death of his benefeftor. Elizabeth, credu* 
lous like all women, liftened to thefe reports, which 
were almoft always malevolently interpreted, and 
they made fuch a deep impreffion on her, that her 
jealoufy growing with her age, Ihe was once on 
the point of following the advice of Chancelbr BeC- 

tucheff. 
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tuchtSj who was really of opinion, that flic feould 
c35xJude Peter from the right of fucceffion to the 
throne^ and name her grand nephew Prince Paul 
in his room, and Catharine as Regent in cafe of » 
minority. Such was the ftate of affairs, when Eli- 
2^beth died on the 25th of December 1761.. 

On the 5th of January 176:2, the Czar Peter IIL 
mounted the throne, with all the joy, that could 
be felt by a man, who was extricated from long 
flavery, tobeinvefted with fupreme power. His 
firft attention was direfted to the relief of the ftate 
jMrifoners, whom the jealoufly, or weaknefs of Eli- 
zabeth had thrown into the cells of Siberia, Biren, 
the favourite and prime minifter of the Emprefs 
Anne, whofe arrogance and misfprtunes, we have 
defcribed, was the firft, whom Peter releafed. He 
reftored to him the Duchy of Courland, and Biren 
at Mittau remembered the fubterraneous habitation 
at Berezowa. At Mittau he lived as a man who 
liad recdved lefibns from adverfity, and improved 
by them. His death was that of a philofopher, and 
the grief it occafioned to the Courlanders, was fuch 
as affeftionate fons experience, when they lofe their 
father. 

Marshal Munich was the fécond, whom Peter 
recalled, and whcffe return was a kind of triumph* 
Chriftopher Burchard, known under the name of 
Mwtiichy was fon to an officer in the fervice of the 

King 
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King erf Denmark. After receiving a good èâùd^ 
tion he at the age of feyenteen entered into the fcr* 
vice of the Landgrave of Hefie Darmfiadt« He had 
fpent the early part of hb life under Marlborough 
aTid Eugene, and had fccured their efteem. After- 
wards he had gone into the fcrvice of the King of 
Poland, and at laft into the Ruâîan ; where after 
having ferved with equal honour and fuccefs, he 
had arrived at the rank of Field Marfibal. In the 
different enterprizes in which he was employed, and 
which he executed with a degree of Judgment, on- 
ly to be equalled by that minute punâuality, whidi 
is to be found in Germans alone, Munich had made 
himfelf be feared rather than loved, becaufe he was 
irafcible beyond all dcfcription, and ftiU more im- 
placable, when he thought himfelf offended, which 
he often imagined himfelf to be on the ilighteft 
grounds* . In his family he was particularly fubjeâ 
to fits of paffion, fo that it was only the necefiity of 
gaining a livelihood, or the hope of riflng to fomc 
good appointment, that kept fervants with him; 
for it was neceffary to watch him continually, to 
guefs his wiflies, to be a perpetual flave to his whims 
and oddities, and to be more than literally exad: in 
the execution of his orders. He has often been 
known to change colour, to gnafff his teeth, and to 
drive a fccretary from his cabinet, becaufe he had 

not 
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hot ifblded a letter to his mind, or becaufe in copy- 
ing it he had omitted a comma. But fifteen mi- 
fautes after, Munich was afliamed of his pailion, re- 
Câlted the fecretary, and made him a kind of repa- 
ration. This was the moment to obtain a favour 
from him ; and fervants, who are capable of watch- 
ing and difcovering the weaknefs of their matters, 
never let fuch an opportunity efcape. Munich wa^ 
à moil zealous patron to his, and made the fortune 
bf them ail. How many matters like Munich ! How 
many fervants like his! And, how many fortunes 
dâ we find made like theirs ! 

Munich poffeffed the confidence of the Empreâ 
Anne, aiid employed it for rendering eflential fer- 
vices to Ruffia, who will never forget, that Ihe is 
indebted to him foir the inftitution of -the corps of 
Gadets$ and for the canal, which joins the Neva 
to thé Wolga ; a work, which by facilitating thé 
tranfpot-tation of provifions to St Peterfburg, pre- 
ferves the capital from fcarcity of every kind ; which 
it was expofed to, and often experienced, before thé 
canal was made between thefe two rivers. 

With the reign of Anne pafled Munich's bed 
days. While he was balking in Anne's favour, ht 
had incurred the difpleafure of Elizabeth for ha- 
ving, it is faid, caufed one of her lovers be arrett- 
ed ; and Elizabeth more ready than any other wo- 
man to be offended, at the injuries done to hei* 
VoLi IL N lovers^ 
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lovers, gave him up to commiffioners appointed t^ 
examine the ûate- prifoners. As thefe commiffioners 
were fuch, as all defpots take care to choofe, when 
they have any perianal refentment to gratify, Mu- 
nich was of courfe found guilty. 

In the firft exam-ination, which he underwent, 
it is reported that Prince Trabietzkoi, who was pi^e- 
fidcnt of the commiffion, a&ed him if he was able 
to exculpate himfclf for the untimely deftruâioa 
of fo many men in the Dantzic affair ? Munich re- 
plied, that the papers depofited in the war office 
would juftify him, but that he had fomething greats 
cr to reproach himfelf with, for which he wo»ld 
never forgive himfelf — What is that afked Trubet- 
fkoi ? It i^, replied Munich, that I did not make 
you be hanged, when you was accufed, and con- 
vided of having pillaged the military eheft, during, 
the war with Turkey. Trubetfkoi remained for 
fome time confounded at this rebuke, which he did 
not in the leaft exptft, and put an end to the exa- 
mination the fooner, becaufe he knew, the. Emprels' 
was attending concealed behind a fcreen. 

The next day at a fécond examination, Munich 
wearied out with the captious queffions, that were 
put to him, and convinced of the plot formed to 
find him guilty, rofe up in a pailron, and faid to the 
commiffioners. What is the u/e of fo many artful 
fhifts ? I know your intention ; Let usjhorten thisfede^ 

runt. 



TRAVELS m RUSSIA, . 99 

rant: Brffafe the anfwers ymwijh me to make^ and I 
"willjign thefn. They took him at his word, wrote 
a long ferious of confeffions of crimes, which Mu- 
nich figned, and thus thefe ftrange proceedings were 
concluded. He was immediately convifted, and 
without any other formality condemned to be torn 
in pieces by horfes ; a dreadful jpunifliment, which 
he heard pronounced without the lead emotion* 

He fhowed no lefs courage on the day they were * 
carrying him out for execution. He walked be- 
tween two rows of foldiers, with a fteady ftep, a 
modeft countenance, and a ferene look, which ex- 
preffed the tranquillity of his foul and his confcious 
innocence. On his way he took notice of every bo- 
dy, and if he recognifed any oiEcer, he faluted him 
affeftionately. When he arrived at the place of ex- 
ecution, he faid to the officer, who was at the head 
of the corps, S/>, command with that firmnefs, with 
which you have feen me in battle. I ajk of you one 
J vour only^ Give asfoon as pojjible^ your orders for 
delivering me from a life^ which T had ftattered myfelf 
I would have lojl more glorioufly. tie at fame time 
entreated him to accept of his jewels, which were 
of very great value ; That you may remember the un- 
fortunate Munich» faid he to him, while delivering 
them into his hand. 

Independently of an elevation of foul, and 
Jthat energy which was natural to him, Munich 

M 2 was 
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was alfb fupported in the part he had to act, by that 
immoderate vanity, which marked every moment 
of his life, and by that paffion for fame, which, 
made him view future generations publifhing the 
memorable adions of a life, crowned by a tragical 
death, and worthy of their commiferation. 

But this tragedy did not end as he eipecled. 
Scarcely had one of the Judges read the fentence^, 
when the place refounded with cries of Pardoru 
Elizabeth, who was not fanguinary, had ûiuddered 
with horror, when Ihe figned a fentence, which 
condemned one of her fubjects to be torn in pieces j 
^nd a fubjeft, whom in her heart Ihe knew to be 
innocent, or guilty only of having difpleafed her* 
Remorfe prevailed in this awakened fpul, and deatl^ 
was changed into banifliment to Siberia. At this 
news, inftead of being tranfported with joy, Munich 
feemed to lofe courage. His radiant bro>Y was over- 
caft with clouds, and fomc people, who were prefent, 
have affured us, that they beheld him returning 
to the fortrcfs, fliedding a torrent of tears. 

During the reign of Elizabeth, that is, more 
than twenty years, he continued an exile at Pelim 
in Siberia, in a kind of fort, which, according to 
Manftein, he himfelf had caufed be built, for Biren, 
whom he wifhed to deftroy. It was a fquare fpace^ 
pf about a hundred and feventy feet a fide, inclofed 
^y high palifades, wherein there was a wooden 
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boiife, in which he lodged with his wife and ibme 
iervantS) and a little gardep, which he cultivated 
with his own hands. He w^s allowed a fum equal 
to fix-pence fierling a day, for the fupport of him» 
felf, his wife and fervants. But he increafed this 
poor allowance by keeping cows, of whofe milk he 
fold a part, and by giving fomc young people of ge- 
nius leiTons of geometry. During his long captivir 
ty his behaviour was that of a man, perfedly refign» 
ed, calm, and even coptented. Every day at din- 
ner he gave his wife a toaft, which was, their hap^ 
fy return to St Peterjburg^ and dedicated two hours, 
from eleven till noon, and from fix to feven at 
night, to the daily exercife of prayer. 

He was always fupported by the hope, that Pe- 
ter III. would fet him at liberty, when he mounted 
the throne j but fo foon as he was informed of this 
event, being filled with an ^agitation very natural 
in the fituation, in which he was, he began to dread 
that his expeâation would be groundlefs. He paff. 
cd lèverai weeks in this cruel anxiety wavering be- 
tween fear, and hope, and he was often heard to. 
fay, that this fhort period of his life had appeared 
to him longer, than all the years of his captivity^. 
At lafl: on the nth of February 1762, this long ex- 
peded news came. When the Courier, who brought 
the order for fetting him at liberty arrived, Munich 
yas employée! in prayer, and did npt obferye him. 

His 
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Hk wife made figiis not to interrupt him. When 
he beared the news of his recall he fainted, and 
when recovered he fell on his knees, and thanked 
God with the greateft fervour. 

On the 19th he fet out from Pelim, and arrived 
at St Peterfburg on the !24th of March, clothed in 
the fheep-Ikin he had worn in his prifon. All his 
relations had advanced to meet him. He watered 
them with the tears, which joy drew from his eyes, 
and with thefe were mingled the tears of the offi- 
cers and foldiers, whom he had in former times 
led on to viftory, and who on this occafion ferved 
as a retinue to him, while he walked in proceffion 
to his houfe. From the charafter now given of 
Munich, we may well judge, that this was the moft 
delightful day of his life. 

On the 31ft of fame month he was introduced to 
the Emperor, who after having invefted him with 
the badges of the Order of St Andrew, and re-efta- 
blifhed him in his former rank, faid to him, 

** I HOPE your advanced age will not prevent you 
** from ferving me ftill/' " Since your Majefty, 
** replied the Count, has made me pafs from dark- 
** nefs to light, and recalled me from the wilds of 
** Siberia to admit me to the foot of your throne, 
** you fhall find me always ready to rilk my life in 
*^ your fervice. Jî^either my long banifliment, nor 

«'the 
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*' the rigours of the climate of Siberia, have been in 
•' any degree able to extinguifli that ardour, which I 
** formeriy difplayed for the interefts of Ruffia, and 
" the glory of my Sovereign." 

Munich enjoyed the favour of Peter III. during 
the fhort period, this prince fat on the throne, and 
the protection of Catharine IL till the year 1765, 
when he finiflied his career at the age of eighty five 
years. But his faculties had failed him, and he ' 
had'outlived his glory, like all old men, who have 
aâed a confpicuous part in the world, and have not 
had the prudence to retire from the fcene, when 
intelleâual powers were forfaking them. At the 
time of his death Munich was Governor of Eftopia 
and Livonia. He had taken it into his he^d to make 
a fea port of Rocher wick ; a plan, which he only 
did not think abfurd, and Catharine IL was good 
enough not to oppofe, from motives of indulgence 
to the laft moments of this worthy old man, but 
fo foon as his eyes were clofed, the port was no 
more thought of. 

The unfortunate Leftocq too, who affifted Eli- 
zabeth in mounting the throne, but whom Ihe had 
facrificed to a cabal, covetous of the fortune of this 
adventurer, was not forgotten by Peter III. In 
another place we have obferved, that this prince re- 
ftored him to liberty, but that his fortune was torn 
from him for ever. This lofs he forgot. He had 

learned 
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learned to live on little in the deferts of Siberia j 
and this art is much more conducive to happinefe^ 
than immenfe riches, which glitter but do not 
fatisfy. 

Among thefe reftored to liberty by Peter III. ohé 
of the nioft confiderable was the Count de Hordt^ 
a Swedlfh nobleman of the moft îlîuftriôus birthj 
who had left his country, in confeqûence of being 
concerned in a plot, formed by Count de Brahe^ 
in favour of the court, to fupprefs the Diet, and 
render the King's authority again fupreme. Count 
dc Hordt, of high reputation with the moft cel^bra^ 
ted Generals in Europe, entered the Pruflîàn feifi 
vice, after his efcape from Sweden, and after ha- 
ving rifen to the rank of Lieutetiant-general, arid 
gained the efteem of Frederick the Great, wis made 
jprifoner by the'Ruffians fome days after the battle 
of Cuftrin j where Frederick was completely beateft. 

Instead of being treated with the refpeft due 
to his rank and reputation, Count de Hofdt un^ 
derwent the rigours of the hardeft captivity for 
hear three years. This captivity did not terminate 
till the death of Elizabeth^ who on this prifoner^ 
took vengeance for a fort of outrage, which (he 
imagined fiie had received from the King of Fruflia^ 
becaufe he had broken on the wheel a Ruffian Lieu- 
tenant, convicted of having formed a plot to affalÇ- 

siaté 
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hate the garrifon, to which he and his companions 
nad been committed; 

Peter III. who adopted a good fyftem of policy 
direftly oppofite to Elizabeth's^ loft no time in ma* 
king reparation for the injuries done to Count de 
ilordt^ not only by fetting him at liberty, but like* 
wife by giving him the kindeft reception, and admit* 
ting him into his confidence; 



1 
CHAP; VIII. 



Administration of Peter lit — He makes peace with 
the King of PruJJia. — His reforfa. — Murmurs ex* 
cited by tbevU-^His imprudence,— Particulars of this 
Czar^ s private life.-^Of Catharine his wife. — Of thé 
Cùunie/s ofWorbnzoff^ Peter^s mifirefh 

At the time Of the Emptefs Elizabeth's deaths 
kuflia was at war' with the King of Pruffia, in con- 
cert with the courts of Verfailles and Vienha, and 
had reafon to look for the moft glorious fuccefs; for 
Frederick's refources were almoft exhaufted, and 
his vigorous and fuccefsful refiftance feemed on the 
Verge of being overcome by the number and perfe- 
Verance of his enemies; But Peter, an enthufiaftic 
admirer of Frederick, had no fôônér mounted the 
throne, than he difpatched an ofScer of diftinclion 
Vqjl. lU Q td 
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to Berlin, with înftruôions to propofc to him i 
fpeedy reconciliation. This ofkr was joyfully ao 
cepted by Frederick, wha immediately came to an 
advantageous agreement. He had to do with a 
young man, whofe weak fide he knew, and profit- 
ed by it. Frederick poffefled the quality of turning 
the characler of thofe, with whom he negociated to 
his advantage, and a truce was ihftantly concluded. 
Peter not only recalled the Ruffian troops, that were 
ferving in the Auftrian army, but alfo fent, a fhort 
time after, twenty thoufand men to the affiftance of 
his hero. Thus in the fpace of four months, the 
Ruffians joined the Pruffian army to drive from Si- 
lefia the fame Auftrians, to whom a Ihort time be- 
fore they had opened a paflage into this fame pro- 
vince. 

Following his own inclination, without con- 
fulting either the allies, or the intereft and honour 
of his empire, Peter afpired at no more than regain- 
ing what he called the inheritance of his fathers.-— 
This was the fliare of the duchy of Slefwick, pof- 
fefled by them, which he claimed in quality of 
Duke of Holftein. The objeft of his claim had been 
ceded to Denmark by a treaty, in the year 1732. 
He was therefore on the eve of dragging his fubjecls 
iiito an expenfive war with the King of Denmark^ 
by means of thefe pretenfions, which many regard- 
ed as chimerical or ill founded. It is a faâ: that the 

fame 
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feme Conner brought orders for the Ruffian troops 
to join the King of Pruffia, and for raifing an army 
for advancing to the frontiers of Holftcin, which 
Peter propofed to command in perfon. 

With regard to the interior government of his 
fiâtes^ he turned all his attention to difierent plaiis 
of reform, and it cannot be denied, whatever hatred 
may have been raifed againft him, that notwith* 
ftanding his precipitation and imprudence, Ruffia is 
indebted to him for many ufeful and important 
changes. He aboliflied the Secret Comrmttee^ or State 
Jnquifitiony invented by Alexis Michaelowitfch« This 
committee, which we noticed, when fpeaking of E* 
tizabeth, and ihe, notwithftanding all her clemency^ 
did not fupprefs, was eftabliflied for trying thofe, 
who were fufpeâed of high treafon, or defigned as 
fuch by the prince, that is» by his miniftcrs. The 
moft improbable fufpicion, the moft abfurd accufa^ 
tion, was fhfficient for this tribunal to arreft people 
of every rank and fex, and to make them undergor 
the moft cruel tortures. Defpotifm alone has not 
fuch tribunals always at its nod, but in Venice^ 
and in fome other countries, where the holy name 
of liberty is the rallying word, there are alfo Secret 
Committees ; and the Defpot of Conftantinople is 
not the only monarch, who fends the fatal cord to 
the unfortunate man, that has fallen imder his di& 
l^eafure. 

O 2 But, 
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But Peter III. who has been often calumniated;, 
was pcrfeftly fenfible of the abfolute neceflity of ju-; 
didal forms for the condemnation and pnniihment 
of criminals, and that any other procedure was a 
cowardly aflaflination* In this fpirit he abolifhed 
the tribunal which we juft mentioned, as well as fe- 
vcral privileges, which the nobility gloried in, for 
the oppreffion of the poor flaves, that belonged to 
them. But, while he deprived the nobility of fuch 
rights as were an outrage to nature, he exempted 
them from the indifpenfible neceffity, under which 
they were,, of ferving in thç army, and granted 
them liberty to travel out of the empire, which they 
could not do in former times, without exprefs per- 
miffion from the fovereîgn. It was alfo a pai^ of 
his plan to reform the numerous abufes, which had 
crept into the adminiftration of juftice, and to efta- 
blifh a more regular and lefs vitiated fyftem of ju- 
rifprudence. Waiting for this reform, he kept a 
watchful eye on the tribunals, went in perfon to 
the fenatc, which he found almoft abandoned, and 
in a ûrong but noble manner, fliowed the fenators, 
how fenfible he was of their negligence. This har 
rangue againft prevailing abufes, had its eflfeo, but 
it lafted only for a day. The fenators of St Petert 
l>urg are courtiers, and it is well known, what is to 
^e çxpeôed from this clafs of men. 
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During the firft days of his reign, which fhone 
In brightnefs, like thofe of the tyrants, whofe names 
have appeared on the page of hiftory, for no purpofe 
but to ftain it, Peter III. propofed fo many ufcfiil 
regulations, and accompanied them with fo many 
judicious refleftions, that fevcral people confeffed 
thcrafelves wrong in having defpifed him. They 
even imagined, that during Elizabeth's reign, he 
had afifeâed to appear a weak man only frcon politic 
cal motives ; but his fubfequent behaviour foo» un- 
deceived them. It fliowed them that this prince 
had always aâed in charader, and was as weak as 
imprudent ; that if he had enough of fenfe to accept 
the plans, which others fuggefted to him, he had 
not enough to execute them at a proper time ; that 
hç was mad in wifhing to reform every thing, with- 
out having any fhare of that genius and feeling fo 
ncceflary to a reformer. In fliort, the regulations 
juft mentioned were accompanied with fchemes e*. 
qually ridiculous and childifli. Some of them were 
even ruinous; and among thofe, which in them- 
fdves were ufeful and fuitable, there were not a few, 
which could with any fafety be propofed at the com- 
mencement of a reign, becaufe they were v*^holly 
repugnant to the manners and genius of the Ruf- 
fians.. For inftance, he had irritated the clergy, 
who are never irritated with impunity, by fecular- 
i^ng the property of the monafteries, and affigning 

to 
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to the monks, pendons, inferior to the revenues he 
had feized on, but fuffident to n>ake them live iA 
eafe and comfort. He alfo prohibited any novices 
from being received into monafieries, before the 
age of thirty years. He added greatly to the grk^ 
vances charged to his account, by cauling be re0u>> 
ved from the churches, a number of images o£ 
faints, which were really objeâs of idolatry to the 
Ruffians. But the enthufiafts raifed the loudcl^ 
cries againft him, becaufe he baniflied the archbifliop 
b£ Novogorod, for having refufed to fubfcribe what 
the prelate termed facrilegious innovations ; and in- 
deed they were imprudent, becaufe the Ruffians 
were not yet enlightened enough to adopt régula»- 
tion&, which almoft all the governments of Europe, 
not groaning under the rod of fanaticifm, have 
made hafie to eftablifli. In Ihort, a general difcon^ 
tent broke out among thefe fuperftitious people, and 
Peter was obliged to recall the archbifbop of Novo* 
gorod. TUs prince's enemies, that is, the clergy, 
gave out ', that, being brought up in the Lutheran 
principles, he had embraced the Greek religion, on«> 
ly to raife himfelf to the throne, and when he found 
himfdif, as he imagined, properly and fecurcly 
ieated, he perfuaded himfelf that diflimulation was 
unncceflÊiry. This appeared plain from the con- 
tempt he publicly difcovered for the rites and cerc^ 

momes^ 
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monies, which were the objefts of the moft pro»^ 
found reverence among his fubjeôs. 

He could not be forgiven for having buflt a Lu-' 
theran chapel in thé fortrefs of Oranienbaum, fof 
having been prefcnt at its dedication, and for ha- 
ving diftributed books of fpiritual fongs among 
his German foldiers, who followed the worlhip of 
their fathers. It' cannot be denied that Peter III. 
violated the rules of propriety too openly, yet no 
notice would have been taken of fuch minut» 
parts of his conduft, if he had not abfented himfelf 
from the confecration of a Ruffian church at the 
fame time and place. The eye of an enthufiaft is 
fddom impofed on# Nothing efcapes him, and 
what would be to any other perfon a matter of in- 
difference, is to him an unpardonable grievance. 

It will hardly be credited, that it was imputed 
to him as a criminal aâ:, that of two fhips, which 
were launched in his reign, he had named one 
Prince George^ and the otter, Frederick, after his 
uncle, and the King of Pruffia. They maintained, 
that he had infulted the faints by giving the names 
of men to thefe fhips, and that fuch an infult was e- 
nough to draw down the curfe of heaven upon the 
Ruffian navy j and confequently they requeftcd of 
Catharine II. that Ihe would' chriften the Ihipi a- 
ncw. Being a better politician, though not a great- 
er enthufiaft» than her hufband, ihe complied with 

their 
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their intreaties* The ihips were chrifiened abéWi 
received the names of St Nicholas and St AUpcanderi 
Und were the only ihips taken by the Turks during 
the war 1768* 

One of Peter's tnoft heinous crimes, which 
brought on him the heavieft load of prgudice, and 
gave great offence to the arn|^, was the preference 
he gave in public to the Holftein guards, by the in- 
troduction of the Pruffian difcipline, and the new 
uniforms, which he gave feveral regiments. The 
Guards accuftomed to remain in the capital, openly 
expreiTed their murmurs, when this prince fent à 
part of them into Pomeriana, where the army was 
collecting, which was deflined to act againft Den-» 
mark. He difafiected the nobility^ by appointing 
his uncle. Prince Holftein, generaliffimo of his ar- 
mies, and by repofing his principal confidence in fo-* 
reigners. He raifed a general hatred againft him<» 
fclf, by publicly expreffing his contempt for the 
Ruffian nation j by his manners and religion. In 
fliort, his admiration, or rather enthufiafm for Fre- 
derick the Great, with whom the Ruffians had been 
fo recently at war, was a new grievance ftated a- 
gainft him, with the heavier aggravations, that na* 
tional pride and fanaticifm, when offended, take ik 
pleafure in irritating thefe grievances- 

It was repeated with a fort of malignity, thaC 
during Elizabeth's life time, he had one day ex^ 

;preffcd 
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pttlkd hh forrow to a foreiga minifter, that ever 
the Emprefs had invited him to Ruffia. " If I had f 
*• continued Duke of Holftein, he had added, I ^ 
•* would have at prefent been commanding a regii. 
•* nient in the fervice of the King of Pruffia, and • 
•* have had ths honour of ferving under the ftandard 
** of that monarch} an honour, which I value mucl| 
** more highly than that df being Grand Duke/* 
After having afcended the throne^ he ftill conti^ 
hued to call the King of Pruffia his matter, and onet 
day converfing on this fubjed with one of his fa- 
vourites* " You knoWj'* he faid to him '' that I 
•f have always been a faithful fer van t to my matter^ 
** and you ought^to remember, that I have always 
*' informed him bf the fecrets of the cabinet/* 
The perfoh to whom he addreffed this difcourfe, ap^ 
pearing furprifed* and hefitating to anfwcr, " wjiat 
" are you afraid of/* ht addedj " The old woman 
** is no longer in the world, and fhe can no mord 
" fend you to Siberia/* 

It is well knowii^ that hè held à rank in thé 
Pruffian ^rmy, ahd that he exprefled the greateft 
fatisfaftion^ when he had been advanced in the fer- 
vicci Immediately on receiving the commiflion of 
Lieutenant-general, fent him by Frederick, he dreC 
fed* himfelf in a new uniform^ otdered a General 
difcharge of the artillery of the fortrefs, gave a fplen-» 

Vol, XL P did 
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did entertainment, and drank to the b^th of hU 
mafter, till he got completely intoxicated. 

.During the fliort perrod of his reigA, he kep€ 
tip a confiant correfpondence* with this prince, from 
whom, be always received the beft counfels. Fre- 
derick like an able politician at firft diffuaded hini 
from the war with Denmark, but finding him ob- 
ftinately deterniined on it, he advifed him firft to 
get himfeîf crowned zt Mofcow with the ufual fo- 
lemnities, and when^ he ihouW fet out for Holfteinv 
to lake with him the foreign minifters, and the 
Ruffians whofe friendly difpofitions towards him her 
had reafon to fufped:. Tb ^ fame prince, who was 
any thing lefs than an enthufiaft, but knew priefis, 
whofe art cannot impofe on philofophers ; he ^ ex- 
horted Peter to take good care not to aHenate the 
church lands, and not to interfere with any thing^^ 
conneftcd with the drefs of the clergy, and to pay 
every kind of attention to his wife. This monarch, 
accompliflied iq the fcience of government, already 
forefaw the difagreeable confequences, to which the 
Emperor would expofe himfelf by his imprudent 
conduél. He alfo ordered his ambaflador at St Pe- 
terfburg, ^o fhow the Emprefs" every mark of re- 
fpeft. 

' Nothing can better exhibit the charaAer p£ Pe- 
ter II.L than his foolifli behaviour to Gathariiie. At 
his acceffion to the throae, he very frequently ex- 

preffed 
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prcffed the deference, whidi he owed to her fupe- 
rior genius, and at fame time lie let the public fee, 
that he had for her the moft deep rooted averfion. 
By an imprudence, that admits of no explanation, 
he even ordered her to be dreffed in prefence of all 
the court, wi^h all the external badges of fovereign 
power, M^hile he himfelf in the charaéler of a finiplc 
colonel, prcfeiited to her the officers of his regiment. . 
At thé Benediâion of Waters, he made the Emprefs 
take charge of the whole exhibition, while he 
mounted guard like a colonel, and faluted her with 
the pike. On thefe occafions Catharine's dignified 
air ftruck all the fjpeôators, and it was impoffible 
.for them not to contraft it with the unprincely ap- 
pearance of her hufband. In this way did Peter in- 
form everjjr body, that his wife was better qualified 
than himfelf, for governing the empire. Even at 
the very moment, that he had firmly refolved to 
divorce and confine her, he fecured to her the 
cfteem of the whole nation, by announcing publicly 
that file had ruined his own. It is iaid,.that he of- 
ten behaved to her in the moft brutal manner, and' 
that once, v^en he was giving an entertainment in 
honour of the King of Pruffia, he infulted her to 
fuch a degree, that fl\ç burft into tears, and left 
the taUc. 

Several hiftorians have controverted this iaâ:, 
which others affirm to be very authentic, but ther^r 
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is one well known and difputed by nobody j thnlt 
Peter more4:han once difcovered his defign of arreft* 
ing Catharine, and her fon the Grand Duke, of ex-r 

* eluding them from the throne, and of marrying his 
miftrefs, Elizabeth Covntefe of Woronzoflf. He had 
hardly formed this plan, when Catharine was in*. 

. formed of it, by the imprudence of the Cofunteft 
herfelf. There is one thing certain, that by this 

* channel, by her agents, but efpecially by Peter^s 
own indifcretion, fhe always got timeous intelli- 
gence of every me^fure taken againft her. This 
enabled her to choofe the fittei]^ moments for action, 
and to provide for her own fafety, by preventing 
her hufband's plots. 

The following particulars refpefting this Coun- 
sels of Woronzoff, and the. internal order of Peter 
Hi's palace, are furniflxd from Count de Hordt's 
memoirs, which cannot be read without feeirng. 

" The Emperor,*' writes the Count, "had bid 
?* me return to fup with him, in his little room. 
" There I found a company very diffèrent from 
" that at dinner, where the Emprefs was. The 
" Countefs of Woronzoff* was one, whom he had 
'^ made choice of for a miftrefs. She was neither 
"beautiful, nor pretty; flie had neither wit,' nor 
^* knowledge of the world. But 'in this, as in all 
^'. other things of the kind, tafte muft not be diipu- 
tUcd, and every one has his own. ThisUdypleafcd 
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^ me the lefs, as there were feveral great beauties 
" of the party. Some courtiers were at^thisfup- 
^ per, but there were no foreigners, but the Eng* 
*^ lifli Envoy, and I. The fupper was very cheer* 
** fol, and lafted moft of the night, for the Empe- 
*^ ror, was fond of fuch parties ; hut they did not 
** prevent him from employing all the morning in 
** bufinefs. 

*^ The Emprefs alfo had her fociety every morn* 
^^ ing. I went regularly to pay my court to her. 
*^ She received every body with as. much grace as 
** affability. Yet in fpite of all her efforts to appear 
^^ cheerful, if was eafy to difcover in her a great op- 
^ preffion of forrow* She is better acquainted than 
*^ any other perfon with the impetuous and foolifh 
^^ charaâer of her hufband, and perhaps fhe was 
** then prefaging, what w^s ihortly going to take 
^* place. 

" Every night there was an affembly at her pa- 
*^ lace, and fhe never miffed inviting the different 
*^ perfons, who attended, to ijup with her. I was of- 
^* ten of the number of thefe guefts. As this prin- 
^* cefs has an extraordinary fhare of underftanding, 
^'' and has always had a tafte for reading, fhe ex- 
♦* preffed herfelf on fubjefts in a manner fo agreea* 
♦* ble, that fhe was admired by all, wha had the ho- 
^^ nour of approaching her. Ope night when I was 
f^ pi^e of her party. Prince Leon Naritlkin, Gran4 
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^* Uiher, and the Emperor's favourite» came in an* 
^* whifpered in my ear, that they had been fcarch-* 
" ing for me through all the dty, to come and fuj^ 
" with his Majefty in the Countcfe^s lodgings. Wo-» 
" ronzoflf was no otherwifc defigncd, but fome- 
•* timc$ the courtiers called her Pompadour ^ a nick-' 
*^ n^me given her by the Emprels Elizabeth, I in-- 
** treated Naritlkin to aft fo, as I might be ovcr- 
*' looked that evening, for it was not in my power 
'^ to difpenfe with flipping with the Emprefs. At- 
•* firft he knew not how to manage matters, but aâ' 
•' he was a polite well bred man, and my own 
*• friend, I told him ingenuoufly and without re- 
^ referve. That is your cffùir. It is impojfible for- 
^ me to till the Emprefs what we are talking of^ and 
*' IJiay where I am. It is your bujinefs to get out of 
•* this dif agreeable /crape ^ and to extricate me the beji^ 
^' way you can. He retired and I entertained no 
*^ doubts of him fulfilling my wifties; but all at once 
^^ we heard a noife, the two leaves of the dooropcn- 
*• ed, the Emperor cafcie in, and after having very 
^' politely faluted the Emprefs and all her circle, he 
^* called me with a fmiling and graceful look, which: 
^^ he always had, took me by the arm, and ùxà to 
^' the Emprefs. Madam^ excufe me if I to night car* 
*' n ^^^ of your gue^s. It is this Prujftan^ whom 
f* / have made be fought for through all the city. The 

^^Empceft 
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'* Emprefs fmile4 \ ^^de zlovr bow, and went 
•* out with my conduftor.*' 

** At the Countefs of WoronzofPs we found, as 
** tifual, all the ladies, who compofed the fociety, 
** or if you pleafe, the court of this favourite. 

*• Next day I returned to the Emprefs' palace, 
** who without fpeaking to me of what had paflbd 
*,' the preceding evening, faid to me with a fmile, 
*' Come always tofup with me^ when there is no objiacle 
•* in your way 1 availed myfelf of this liberty* 

" Next day there was a public entertainment, and 
** I dined at court. At table I was fet oppofite to 
** the Emperor, who fpoke of nothing but his friend 
*• the King of Pruflia. He was acquainted with the 
•^ minuteft particulars of his ^campaigns. He was in- 
^^ formed of all his military arrangements, and knew 
** the uniform and ftrength of all his regiments» 
^* In a word his enthufiafm was fuch, that he de<^ 
•* dared aloud, that he would very foon put all his 
•* troops on the feme footing, and really did fo a 
*^ Ihort time after. All the old uniforms were 
•* changed, arid the Emperor himfelf began by 
" changing his." 

GHAP. 



lia TRAVELS IN RUSStA* 

CHAP. l£ 

PsTËit in. forms ihe plan bf confining Catharine.— A 
party is formed to fâve this priHcefs^ and raife her to 
the throne.-^She corifents. — The devolution ejfeRèd* 
^-^The troops ândfenate declare in hérf amour. — ^he 
is proclaimed Emprefs of the RuJJiani. — Irrefhlutlori 
and pujtllàntmity of Peter IIL^^He ivijhes to enter in^ 
to an accommodation. — His propofâls are not lifiened tOi 
-^He ivijhes to fiy to Cronjladt. — He is refufed ad* 
mittaiice.-^His defpair.-^He abdicates the crown^ 
and delivers himfelfup into the hands of Catharine.*^ 
He is Carried to Robfcha where Jye dies^ . 

1 HE dariger, which threatened Catharine, was dai* 
ly growing more imminent. Her friends^ as well aé 
thofe, who formed Peter's court, were all perfuad* 
ed, that this princefs was on the verge of lofing heif 
liberty. The houfe building at Schluflelburg by 
the Emperor's orders, for a perfon of the firft rank^ 
was rifing fo rapidly, that it was fuppofedj it would 
be finifhed in the fpace of fix weeks. Peter had 
gone in perfon to examine it, and no great pene-» 
tration was necelTary to difcovef, that it was de- 
iigned for the Emprefs. In this critical moment thofe 
of this princefs' party affembledat St Peterfbufg, td 
walch over her fafety. Except the princefs Dafch- 
kow and her particular friends^ there was a very 

fmaU 
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ïinaH ttUmber of the fir ft nobility 6n the Emprefe* 
fide. Her principal partizans were Priilce WoU 
koniki, Cpiint Paniîi, the Grand Duke*s tutor^ 
Coutit Razomoulki, Hetman of Ukraine^ aiid the 
Counts Oifloirs, Alekis and Gregory* In this af- 
fçmbly it was propofed td follow the plan df the» 
Chancellor Beftuchcff, which \Vàs to declare the 
Brand Diifce, Emperor, and Catharine^ Regent du- 
ring Kis nuftority ; arid that is what would have 
been dohe in any flate, where the order of fuccef- 
fion Is better regulated than in Rûffià. It was only 
a few days before the revolution, that the incbnve- 
ftîencieé înfeparàble from à minority, the afFeftion ^ 
of the people foi: Catharine j arid her ability, engâ* 
gédher party to fdrrri the fefolution of fetting her 
upon the throne, and for carrying this defign int<> 
iexeci^tidn it: was deciréed that they fliould wait the 
time of Peter*s departure fôt Hôlftein* 

Although only 1 few had engaged to exécuté 
this dangerous projeft, it could not be kept a fecret 
from theEmperor's partifans, who earneftly befought 
him tdiave this matter inveftigated j but Peter re- 
pbfihg the moft unbounded confidence in thofe, 
whom he had appointed to watch the Emprefs, ne- 
Ver could refolve on paying the leaft attentidri to 
thefe reports. He was even fo fully convinced of ' 
iheir falfi^hopd, that every infinuation of their exif- 
tence put him in a paâion. £yen on the day of the 

Vol, II. Q^ revolution 



123 TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. ^ 

revolution at tvto o'clock îiî the ipbrning, an oiK-\ 
cer in whom Petçr confided, arrived at Or^nicti- 
baum, and afked to i^eak wich hrm on bufinefs of 
riie greateft impxortance. Having got admiffion with 
fome difEculty, he Informed the Emperor qf the 
different circumftancéé, that indicated a confpiracy 
ready to break forth. But this prince, always 
blinded by prejudice, far from paying any attentio» 
to this advice, ordered the officer ta be put imme- 
diately under arreft, for having dared ta interrupt 
his^fleep, at fo early an hour. It was' at this very 
moment that preparations were making for dethro-* 
oing him ^ for a circumftance, which was aà way 
conneéled vdth the plan of conduft adopted by the 
Emperor, had obliged his enemies tahafteathe mo- 
ment of executing their defigns. 

A LIEUTENANT of the Guards ia the Emprefs* 
faftion, had juft been arretted. His friends' were 
alarmed at this incident, and concluded that the 
Emperor had difcovered their plot. Though they 
were not lang in learniijg that thi^ officer had beca 
arrefted only for fome irregularity in the fcrvicçy 
yet the eonfternation ^read among .them, was fa 
great, that they thought it fafeft not to delay the 
execution of their enterprife. ^ 

The Emprels, who had remained at Peterfhoff^ 
underftanding that the decifive momen^ was rapid- 
ly advancing, when ihe was to be placed either oa. 

the 
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tic throne, or in a cloiftcr, became a prey to the 
moft excruciating reflexions. For feme moments 
4hc even appeared to want die rcfolution fo necefla- 
Ty at a crifis, of which inftant decifion or ruin is 
the confequence. She hefitated whether to givehcr 
confent to the meafures, which had been fo recent- 
ly adopted ; butcher party being convinced that the 
leaft delay tnîght prove fatal to them, fent an emp- 
ty coach from St Peterfburg to PeterlhofF on the c- 
vening of the 27th of June 1762. This was the fig^ 
iial agreed on to inform her of the neceCity of re- 
pairing to the capital. Catharine, who, during the 
interval, had recovered her courage and ufual 
flrength of mind, went ovit of her room at tliree 
o'clock of the morning, and alone crofTed the gar- 
den, as far as the fpot, where t|ie coach was waiting 
ing for her. In the coachman flie recognized Count 
Alexis OriofF, who only fpoke two words to her. 
Courage and Difpaichj and fet off like lightening. 
It had been fettled, that Count Panin fhould be ap- 
pointed to watch over the perfon of the Grand 
Duke, that Gregory OrlofF fhould remain in the 
capital to gain over fome officers and foidiers of the 
Guards, and th^t Count Razoumowiki fhould hold 
his regiment in readinefs to receive the Emprefs. 
Ill, confequence of thefe arrangements, Catharine, 
on her arrival at St Peterfburg, went dire<My to the 
quarters of the Guards Ifmailowlki, and it was fo. 

%t earljr 
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early, that Count Razoumow%i, their iieutepanl. 
colonel, had not yet arriycd ; a circunaftance, wbic^ 
might have alarmed Catharine^ if fhe had cot beqi 
poffeffed o§ as much courage as prefence of miii4r 
Without being difconcertcd, Ihc callc;d to the fe»- 
jeant, who was devoted to her, becaiife Ihe had beeq 
.god-mpther to one of his children, and commanded 
,him to go in queft of Razoumowlki. During: tb^s 
intervsd, and to profit by the moments, which were 
precious, flie j^fTemble^ around her, the officers and 
ibldiers, who immediately came runxiing, fome 
dreJOTed, others half naked» She confirn)$ the coii- 
rage of thofe who were afhamed of appearing be- 
fore her in this ftate, by prai^ng their prorinpt obe- 
dience of orders. Then addreffing the whole regi- 
xnent, flie defcribed to them, in an energetic man- 
ner, the improper conduct of the Emperor, his pv^ 
blic contempt for the Ruffians, his averfion for thdr, 
cuftoms, and his attachmept to foreigners. . She c- 
numerated the dangers, to which her perlbn, as 
well as her fon, and the principal nobility, had been 
,expofed. She expatiated on that, which threateii- 
ed their religion and government, and exhorted all, . 
who wiflied to fave their country, and her fon, tQ 
join her. This harangue, every how and then ini- 
terruptedby fighs and fobs, was fliort, but aflfeclj. 
ing, and the graces of the auguft pcrfonage, whq 
4elîvered, lending it new force, Ihe made an mftay 
• r neous 
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|ijK>tt$ impr^fl|op^iip0|i tbe greatpft j)ârt of ,the fol- 
llier&i whor anfwercd her by loud acftam^tiojîâiç 
Some officers ^pe^red to hefit^te, but tb^ afctitd 
pt Ra:^umow&i duelled their fear^» atid ail jtfae 
regiment pronsifed to her, to toafos ^ (açri]6ce of ^ 
very thing for the fu|^ort of h^r own» a^fJ J^^ 
yoimg fpn?s <:aufe. Th^ Catharine repaiW 
to St Mary-s Church at Kafan, ^nd on the 
road was jpined by fome detachments pf g^iiiyl^, 
znd feveral qf the principal nobility. , Scrvijce;*w« 
performed by the archbifhpp pf Npvogqrpd, i^iefdne 
whom the Emprefe took the ufual path of preftrvtng 
inviolate the privileges and religion of thé Riï^ails, 
Immediately the people flocked to heV, and in their 
tiiTjp took the oa$h pf allegiance to her Màjèfty. 
Wtjen thii cerpmony was concluded, Catharine went 
to the Senate, the TOembe^^s of which acknowledged 
her for ihcir Çn^prefs and only foyereign. A répcM 
had been Ipread^ that Petçr, the evening before, had 
^been kille^ by a fall from his liprfe, and this had 
been not a little ufeful to the fuccefs of the revph^ 
tion. The Emprels' retinue increafed every ^no- 
inent. Twp regiments of Guards, who had fcarcQ- 
ly left St Peteriburg to join the arlny in Pomeril»^ 
were inftantly recalls^d -^ tind as they, were very muct^ 
irritated againft the Eirrpero^r for obliging theirn tp 
ieavc the capital^ they ' withofut hefitation ragged 
^hemfelyes under the ftandani 0f the Emprefs, j 
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Such was thç hatred, that Peter III. had brought 
on himfelf, that fo foon as intelligence was received 
of his depofition, and Catharine's elevation to the 
throne, the manifeito, whichihe publiflied in juftifi^ 
cation of her conduA, was read with uiiiverfal joy* 

All the Emperor's partifans were arretted, and 
among others Prince George of Holftein, who had 
come to St Peterfburg on the 26th inft. under pre- 
tence of the preparations neceflary for the Empe- 
ror's departure, but in faft to watch the movements 
of the oppofite party. It was he, who had put the 
officer of the Guards under arreft, and thus fprcad 
the alarm among the Emprefs' adherents, and, con- 
trary to his intention, haftèned the revolution, 
which dethroned his nephew. Catharine met with 
oppofition in no quarter, and though the ftreets of 
St Peterfburg were filled with foldiers, who in thefc 
terrible convulfions, ufually give a loofe to every 
fort of excefs with impunity, the greateft ordçr and 
ftrifteft difcipline were always maintained, and no 
perfon received the leaft irifult. 

At fix o'clock in the evening, the Emprefs 
mounted on a beautiful horfe, in a man's drefs, the 
uniform of the Guards, a branch o£oak on her head 
and a drawn fword in her hand, repaired to Peter- 
(hoif, accompanied by the Princeffes Dafchkow, Ra- 
zoumowlki, OrlofF, her principal partifans, and fol- 
lowed by ten thoufand of the troops. Scarcely was 
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Ae gone four werft& from the Capital, \trhcrf Prince 
Gallitzin, Vice-chancellor, met her with a kttef 
fr<mi the Emperor, but be was prevailed on to join 
the Empfefs* fuite, and took the oath of allegiance 
at Crafnoe-Kapak, a finall village only twelve mile» 
from St Peterlburg. Count WoronzoflF, prime mi- 
nifter, alfo prefented himfelf before the Emprefs. f 
cme^ iaid he, in name of the Emperor^ my mdjievj t$ 
know what your intentions are. Some perfon obfer- 
ved to him, that Catharine had taken pofleifion of 
the throne, and that he was addrcffing himfelf ta 
his fovereign. He oflFered to take tlie oath of alle- 
giance, but having generoufly refufed to abandon 
his mailer, they took his fword from him, and 
ftnt him prifoner to St Peterfburg. 

At Crafnoe-Kapak there was a miferable hovel, 
into which the Emprefs went, and continued there 
fome time employing herfelf with^ burning a great 
number of papers. She there appeared, it is faid, 
overwhelmed with grief, and £hed a flood of tears, 
yet flie flept fome hours upon a bed, which her at- 
tendants had formed with their peliffes. At break 
of day, having recovered her courage, and a ferene 
countenance, flie again mounted her horfe, and 
went ta the monaftery of St Sergius, where £he 
halted a fécond time. At eight o'clock, A. M. Ge- 
neral IfmailoflF delivered to her a meflage from the 
Emperor, whofe iituation was become moic and 

more 
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hun.at PcterlhoE Nothrng was to be heard, but 
the lamentatioiis of women, who furrounded hiïUy. 
renting thcbittereft forrow at the apprehenfions of 
their approaching fate» All wtrc crying, 2SI wifh^ , 
«d to give advice, and feveral of the Emprefe^s par^ 
tifans, who were pricfent, were widfdly augmenting 
-the confusion. 

' Eve ry moment zddcd to the Prince's danget and 
defpaÎT. He had fucceffive intelHgence, that the 
Emprefe had received the oath of allegiance front 
-a great mimber of peoj^e of all ranlte, that ihe had 
got poi&fiion of the capital, and was adyandng at 
I < the head of ten tboii^and men; Tlien difcouraged 
J by news fa affliding, he dispatched courier after 

courier to propofe an accommodation, but none re« 
turned with an aniwer» in thb extremity Jie re- 
folv^d ta. take refuge in Cronftadt> a courfe he 
ought ta have purfued more early, 2md it would 
have undoubtedly and eSfedually baulked hi» wife's 
attempts. Munich^ who was fenfible of the impor- 
tance of this ftep, had advifcd him to it, on thefirft 
• rumour of the revolution. He difcovercd his mif- 
take, and fo foon as he arrived at Peterflioff, he 
difpatched General Lievers, and Prince Baratin&t 
to take poflfeffion of this place, with ordçrs to ex- 
amine its ftate. General Lievers with fomc difi- 
' culty found admiffion into Crù^ftadt, and Prince 
^aratiniki returned to Peterfhoff> to aflure the Czar, 

that 
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thit Bo'mtdlîgencc of the rcvohitîon had as yet 
feachëà that place ; that tKe Generad was^inakio^ 
every preparation for receiving his Majcfty, wh^ 
would there find a fafe afylum, which the Emprcfs* 
troops could not enter, ^md whence he cqnld» if 
imperious «eceffity required^ go by fea to his Hc^-? 
fieip dominions; but that the grealtefi: diligence was 
«ccfeflary to prevent anticipation. On this report^ . 
the Emperor order^ the Holftein troops, who were , 
âiready on their march to PeterflioflF to return to 
Oranienbaum j hfviX by an incomprehenfible fatality^ 
their march was delayed till midnight. When he 
prefented Mmfelf at the barbour, the fentinels refu- 
ïed entrance to the Yacht, in which he was, under 
jrctence, that it was too Iat«. His aftonifhment was 
Ihezpreffible. It was vafily augmented when his 
name wasfentin, andiknfwer was returned, that his 
name was an additional reafon for refufing him ad- 
mittance into the harbour ; and as he infilled, the 
watchmen threatened to fire the guns upon hjis 
yacht, if he did not immediately depart. 

The following was the caufe of this reception^ ïo 
Very different from whit he had expeâed. Gene- 
ral lùîevers on his arrival at Cronftadt bad taken 
the command of the ft^rt, but perceiving that the 
garrifen had no knowledge of the revolution, he 
'did not wifii to give the alarm byfpreading the 
sews, and as he was every mooient expeâing to 

R 2 ÙC 
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fcc the Emperor, he had thought i% mqft proper/eft 
ivait for his arrival to fecprp the attachaient of th^ 
garrifon, and give prders Jipftile to tl^e ï^mprç6! 
party. In the mean time Admiral Talyfin a^:riye4 
ftt Cronftadt. He h^d bejsn (Ufpatchefl thither 
by the flmprefs, whq in the cpnfviliofi ?|nd dit 
order of the firft movenient$, i^ad forgotten to ic; 
cure this important fortrefs. ïlç 'vç^ received 
without hef^tation, and confidering the ftate of af- 
fairs, he thought it proper to arreft Gc^[îeral tieyei;^ 
without lofs pf time. He w^s quickly pbeyed, for 
faîlors more willingly exççutç thç orders of an Ad- 
miral, than of a General. After having fecured the 
perfon of the latter, he informed the garrifon of 
the revolution, which ha4 taken place at St Peterf- 
burg. He told them, that the Emperor W2^s depo- 
fed, thaç thç army and the fenate had declared fojT 
Catharine, that all oppofition was -^felefe, nay dan- 
gerous. Thefe arguments accompanied by an abun- 
dant diftribution of brandy and roubles, among 
thofe, whp required more than brandy, produced 
the defoed effed. Catharine was proclaimed fo|c . 
Emprefei' and, Talyfin without ojppolition faw him^ 
felf .ma%r of a fortified place, the pofleflion pf 
which, would have rendered the fuccefs of the re- 
yolution at leaft doubtful if not prevented it, . 

Tnclieart of Peter III. was wounded with for- 
j:pw, when he faw himfelf driven from the hair. 

bow 
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|l©ur b£ Cronftadf . The only refoiirce left to him 

• in this woeful conjunfture, was to fail immediately 
and feek ^n î^fylum in Swe4en, whence he could éafi- 
ly join his army in Pomeriana, or pafs over into his 
HolfteiQ I|ominions, But it was the fate of this 
|?K>narch to be încapablç of taking any decifive flep; 
:— He always flattered himfelf that ifome rcconcilii- 
tipn might beefiecled between him and the Enï- 
preis ; a^d this notion joine^ to the tears and im- 
portunity of t^ie women, who were on board liià 
yacht, determined him to return to Oranienbaum^ 
where he arrived at four o'clock in the riibi'nin^. 
We have noticed that when he fet but on the prc?- 
ceding day, he worç the Pruflian uniform. On' his 
return he was dreffed in thq Ruffian unifprm, whîcîi 
te ought never to have quitted. Then he fehho\jr 
much he had erred in hurting the conceit and pré- 
judices of his fubjefts. Thefe little circumftances 
merit attention, becaufe they are often the caufe of 

- great events, and ferye to charafterize the principal 
aâors of the Drama. 

At Oranienbaum, when left to himfelf, ' filled, 
with diforder and fear, he fliut himfelf up in Ms 
apartments, and forbade any perfon to come near 
him. At ten o'clock' he appeared again with a 
calmer look, and a greater eafe of mind. His Hoi- 
ftein guards no fooner fixed their eyes again oh 

* their jBafter, than they ran in crouds to rally round 
M - him 



*34 TRAVELS IN RUSSU. 

|ûor. Then a moft Ceding fcene took place. Some 
endeavoured to kUs his hand, others raifed thenu' 
fçlves up to fee hinij, fpme fell on tlieir knees» or 
proftrated themfelyes before him ; . all flied tears of 
afie^ion, and conjured him with aflurances of the 
firxnef^ attachment tp lead them againft the army 
of the Einpref^, prpmiung not to abandon him^ 
vhatçyer ihould happen, and to facrifice their lives 
for the defence of his. Thefe afFeftionate expreffions 
of zeal and fidelity inflamed him f6, that he appear^ 
ed for a motnent animated with their fpirif^ and 
cried To Arms ; But this ftart wa$, if we may ufc 
the aCfxtBxotïy only the laft figh of the fmall (hare 
of courage» with which his heart was warmed. The 
xeflexion that refiftance would be ufelefs, and his 
own irrcfolution, a^n induced him to think of fub- 
miffion. In this crifis there was need of a firm foul, 
and Peter had it not. He was therefore ruined be- 
yond recovery. This happened to a prince in oijr 
own tunes, who was brought into a fimilar fituation, 
whence magnanimity alone could extricate him, but 
this he poiTeflbd not. The confequences are too 
well kpown. 

We have left Catharine in the monafiery of St 
Sergius, where General Ifmadloff had ddivered her a 

^xneflage from her hufband. The weak and daftardly 
Czar oflfered to refign the crown into her hands, on 

, condition that flie \yould allpw him to reture into Hoi- 
' llein 
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Hein with the Countcfe of Woronzoff, and Goudo- 
witch, who was attached to him. Btit Catharine*s 
mtereft on this occafion being to fecure the Czar's 
perfon without effufion of blood, endeavoured to 
amufe the prince, in order to prevent him from any 
defperate ftep. She knew well that he might put 
himfelf at the head of his Holftein troops, and de- 
fend hi^ life to the laft extremity. He might alfo 
efcape, and plunge the empire intq all the horrors 
of a civil war. The ability, with which flie con- 
duced an undertaking as difficult as dangerous, de- 
monftrated that ihe had alfo the addrefk necefiary to 
cnfure its fuccefi. 
.With much calmnefs^ and indifference Ihe reprc- 
' prefented to Ifmailoff, how foolilh it would be to 
c^ofe her, fince Ihe was put infiiU poflblSion of fo- 
vereign authority by the confent of the eftabliflied 
bodies, and different cl^es of the Hate. She Ihowed 
liim the troops encamped around her, and added that 
the efforts of Peter would ferve no purpofe, but to' 
draw upon himfelf and his party, the vengeance of an 
irritated army. ,She therefore propofed, that Ptetcr 
fiiould of his own accord retire to Peterfhoff, where 
the terms of his abdication would be fettled, ançl 
ihé effeftually convinced Ifmailoff, that nothing but 
fubmiifion wks left him. Seduced by the infinua- 
tîng eloquence, and engaging manners of this prin- 
cefeV and above all by the hope of her protc^on, 

IfmaHoff 
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Ifmailoff took upon Hm to perfuade his mailer io 
prevent the efiufion of blood, by giving vsray td 
circumfiances. 

On his return to Oranienbaum, he founa the 
Emperor with Munich, the Countefs of WoronzoflT^ 
Goudowitch^ and fome courtiers, who were waiting 
for him with the greateft anxiety. The Èmpèroi* 
and he went into another room,- and the refult of 
their conference was 5 that Peter III. the (jounteis^ 
Goudowitch, and Ifin2^iïoff got into the' fame cbacH^ 
which had brought the latter back, ahd went td 

• PcteHhofF without attendants or guiirds. They ar- 
rived there at half an hour after noon, and the Enà- 
peror was immediately feparated from thofe, wHd 

. had accompanied him^ The Empreis declined feeing 
him, but ihe fent Count Panin, who was received 
by himfelf. The public is ignorant, and doubtleâ 

. will be for ever ignorant of what paffed in this con- 
ference, between this nobleman and his dethroned 
Emperor; but the weaknefs and pufiUaftimity of 
the latter cannot be expreffed in a more flrifcing 
manner, than he himfelf exhibited them in the acï 
of his abdication, by which the interview tét-i 
niiqated* 

He was carried to Robfcha the fame day^ where 
he was made a prifoner. This is a fmall imperial pa^ 
lace, about twenty werfts from Peterfhoff. The 
Emprefe too returned the fame day to St Peterfburg^ 

and 
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ihd entered the capital amidfl the acclamations and 
applaufes of the people. She rode on horfebacki 
The ftreets were filled with a prodigious multitude, 
who crouded about her on her way, and kiffed her 
hand, which flie held out to every pérfon that ap- 
proached. A great number of priefts had affem- 
bled around the avenues of the palace. When ih& 
c'ame to thé place where they were, fihe flopped to 
kifs the moft dignified among them on the cheeky 
while they kifled het hand ; a manner of falutation, 
which, as we have obferved, is employed in Ruflia^ 
to èxprefà the higheft degree of refpeft. 

As foôn as men^s minas, which are always agita- 
ted at the beginning of a revolution, had recovered 
a little calmnefs, and as foon as the priefts, who 
thought they had got vengeance enough,, ceafed to 
intrigue, and rear their heads, a great number was 
feen to repent of having abandened theiir foverçign^ 
The populace, always ready to pafs from one ex- 
treme to another, took pity on this unhappy mo- 
narch. He was no more an inconfiderate matter^ 
a bad governor, an under valuer of the cuftoms the 
moft acceptable to the nation. He was an unfortu- 
Date prince, vÂo, in fpite of Jiis violence and in- 
capacity^ had qualities proper to make himfelf be 
beloved by the people, and in reality had endeared 
himfelf to all around him. 

Vol. IL S While 
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While the Emprefs was on her way to Peterflioff , 
v/îth her army, feveral foldiers had given ftroûg 
proofs of difcontent ; and it has been fince known, 
that if, at the firft news of the revolution, Peter III. 
had appeared in perfon, a part of thp troops would 
have come over to his fide. His friends had percei- 
ved this difcontent, and fecretly fomented it. .Bat 
thefe murmurs caufed only a very flight fermenta- 
tion, and the accidental death of Peter reftored peace 
tp the Empire, and delivered it from the horror» 
of a civil war, which were threatening it. On the 
feventh day of his confinement at Robfcha, this 
prince died on the 6th of July, old fiyle, and in the 
thirty fourth yeai^ of his age. His body vsras tran- 
sported to St Alexander Newfki, and expoied on % 
ftate bed, where, according to the cuftom of the , 
Ruflians, people of all ranks were admitted to kifi 
his hand. It was afterwards interred in the church 
of this monaftery, without monument or infcription 
to recall his name to the femembraoce of pofterity, 
who now fcarcely recolleâ: him. Such is the fate 
of thefe infignificant characters, whom their birth 
raifes to thrones, from which their incapacity hurls 
them, if, under their reign, the weîikefl: exertion is 
made to fbake off] the yoke. 

Peter's death was followed by none of thofc tra- 
gical events, with which revolutions had till then 
been ftained. Nobody was even fent into Siberia ; 

there 
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there was neither public nor private execution. The 
Etnpreis pardoned even her perfonal enemies. Mar- 
Ihal Munich, who had given, as we have feen, the 
beft advice to the Emperor, and had offered to de- 
fend him at the hazard of his own life, was not re- 
garded with an evil eye. On the contrary, the Em- 
prefe was charmed with the attachment, which this 
foreigner had fhown for him, who had brought him 
back from Siberia ; and when fee fpoke to him of 
it, Munich re[died ; // is true.^ Madam^ that I offered 
to cover him with my hody^ but after twenty years cap^ 
fivity^ I owed to him my Uh^rty^ and could I do lefs ? 
Was not I hound hy thejlrongeji ties of duty and of gra- 
titude to devote fnyfelfio his fir vice? Now your Majefly 
is myfovereign^ and you Jhall find in me the fame fideli^ 
ty. The Emprefe, ftruck with this bold anfwer, 
ihowed no lefs greatnefs of foul on her fide. She 
repofed in him the moft unbounded confidence, 
M^hich was well jul^fied by the Marfihars behavioun 
Whenever a «ew infurreftion was no more dreaded, 
C!ount Woronzoff, w,ho had been arreftcd, was fet 
at liberty, and he was afterwards employed by ad- 
tniniftration. As for the Countefe, fhe experienced 
ucither jealoufy nor refentment from Catharitie. 
Her perfon was refpecled, and fhe was permitted to 
^njoy, without any reftriftion, all that flie had re- 
ceived froiti Peter's liberality. Catharine, guided 
by a fentiment of magnanimity peculiar to her cha- 

S 2 rader. 
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rafter, forgot the arrogance of this fivourîte, and 
the uneafinefe fbe had brought upon her. But what 
completed this greatnefe of foul was, ihe alfo forgot 
the plot hatched by this ambitious woman, to ftrip 
her of the Imperial dignity, that flie might inveft 
herfelf with it- She was allowed to m^rry a privatç 
fubjecl, and ihe was ftUl vegetating at St Peterfburg 
during our refidence there. Goudowitch, who had 
been the Emperor's counfellor and fevourite, and 
had given particular offence to the Emprefs, recei- 
ved permiffion to retire into his own country, and 
the Emprefs had the greatnefe of mind to forget the 
offence of the father, for the good of the fon. 
Young Goudowitfch was recalled into Ruffia, \!?here 
he is HOW a Lieutenant General, Governor of the 
province of Rjazan, and ^ Knight of the Order of 
St Alexander NeWiki. The Holftein Guards, who 
had offered to the Emperor to march againft Catha- 
rine, and even preffed him to give them orders to 
this effect'; they received not the leaft piark of re- 
fentment; Such, as chofe, were incorppratcd with 
other regiments, and the reft were left at full liber- 
ty to withdraw from Ruffia. Princç George of 
Holftein, uncle to the Emperor, who was privy to 
the prince's de%n of confining the Emprefs, was 
put under arreft, in his own palace, duBing the r^ 
volution ; but as foon as it was terminated, fhe rai-, 
fçd hM %o the rank of Field Marfhalj, and named 

him 
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him Governor of Holftein, during the Grand Duke's 
minority. 

The Emprefs was thirty, four years of age, when 
flie afcended the throne, and the fuccefs of the re- 
volution was not lefs indebted to her courage and 
ability, than to the zeal of her party, and the favour 
of the people, who faw their intereft in the caufe, 
ivhich flie maintained. 

We fball conclude this narrative with an ânec^ 
dote, which was told us at St Peterfburg, and is 
very defcriptive of courtiers. Some years after the 
revolution, Prince Potemkin, who has been always 
in the greateft favour with Catharine II. went one 
day to the palace, to pay his court to this princefs. 
In the middle of the ftair-cal'e he met Prince Galitzin, 
who had been Peter's intimate friend, and that he 
might not appear out of countenance, he firft addreff- 
cd him. — Whéit news at courts you who come from it? 
— iVi?»^, Galitzin anfwered coldly, none^ except that 
you arc going upj and I a:m going down^ 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. X. 

Impostors, who give them/elves out for Peter IIL'-^Pu^ 
gat/chew is the moft famous among them.-^His rebels 
lion. — He raifes a commotion among the Coffacs of the 
jfaiL — Why they are dijfatisfied. — An anecdote. — Pu^ 
gaifchew's fuccefs. — His hypocrify.-^nis atrocities.'-^ 
His marriage.'^He is defeated by Prince Galitzin.'-^ 
He appears again in the country. '^^New ravages.--^ 

Death of the unfortunate Lowitz.- Count Panin 

marches againji Pugatfchew^ who is defeated.-^He 
is abandoned by his own men.-^He is executed at 
Mofcow.'^Catbarine IL repairs the mifchiefs he had 
done. ^ 

Although the death of Peter m. had been no- 
torious ; although his body had been expofed on a 
ftate bed, in* the church of St Alexander New&i ; 
yet in thé remote provinces of the empire, feveral 
impoftors ftarted up, who had effrontery enough to 
pafs themfelves for this unfortunate Emperor. 

The firft was a fiioemaker of Woronetz, who 
took the name of Peter III. in this city, fome years 
before the revolt of Pugatfchew the Coflac, of whom 
we will fpeak immediately. This fhoemakcr was 
foon apprehended and executed. 

The 
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The iecond was Zfi:herni£::hef, a dcferter from Or- 
Io£Ps régiment. He made his appearance in 1 770, in 
the fmali village of Kopenka, on the borders of the 
Crimea, while a body of RuiSan troops were paffing 
through this i^ce. Some feâarian priefts, who 
fixpported him, had fnborned a cert^n number of 
perfons, who lifted him upon the altar of their 
church, and were preparing to proclaim him £m-i 
peror, at the very infiant, when the Colonel of the 
regiment, informed of their defign, entered the 
church at the head of a numerous guard, and car* 
ried off his fpurious majefty from the altar, and cott« 
duâed him to execution. 

The third was a peaiant, who belonged to the 
Woronzoff's> from whofe eftates he had defcrted^ 
and he had engaged with the Cofiacs fettled at Dn^ 
bofska, on the Wolga. A detachment of thcfe Cot 
iacs had fet out from Czaritzin,inthefpring 1772, to 
join the Ruffian ai'my ; he affembledthem in a poft- 
houfe in the middle of a deiàrt, between the Don and 
the Wolga, and there he affured them he was Peter III. 
This band,compofed of wild and credulous people, wa^ 
eafily perfuaded. He was proclaimed Emperor, and 
every one of the Coflacs haftened to take the oath 
of allegiance to him. He nominated officers and 
minifiers of ftate ; but his reign was as fiiort as 
that of the other two. Two regiments of Cuiraffi- 
ers came up, and their commander made the unde- 

ceivc<^ 
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ccivcd Coffaps fenfible, how widely they were mis- 
taken. They were fo much ftruck with the impof- 
ture, that thçy not only made no oppofition to this 
officer, when he feized the pretended Peter III. but 
they even affifted in carrying him to prifpn at Cza- 
ritzin. There, during his trial, the inhabitants of 
the fort, ftirred up by the falfe reports of this pre- 
tended foverèîgn's partifans, made an infurreftion 
for delivering him, and Colonel Zipletof, command- 
er of the garrifon, foiind no fmall difficulty in dif- 
perling them. The impoftor was then carried to an 
ifle of the Wolga, where he received the knout, and 
died of the effects of this punifliment. Some time 
after a malefaftor, who had been tranfported to Ir- 
kutfk, made a like attempt. He had ahready gained 
an officer, who enjoyed a penfion from the court, 
and had engaged him to get himfelf acknowledged* 
But this proteâion did not fave his fifth ndajefty 
from the gibbet. 

At laft appeared Jemelka Pugatfchewj whofe im- 
pofture had the moft ferions confequences, and gave 
the court of St Peterfburg the greateft uneafinefs. 
Thofe impoftures, which we have juft now* men- 
tioned, were only ridicwlous, but this proved not 
only ridiculous, but terrible. Pugatfchew, born a- 
mong the Coffacs of the Don at Simoveilk, a fm^U 
village on the banks of this river, had made his firft 
cffay in arms in the war 1756, and had ferved in 

that. 
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that, which the Ruffians waged with the Turks in 
1769, After the fiege of Bender, he had folicited 
his difcharge, and not being able to obtain it, he had 
taken refuge in Poland, where he had been wel- 
comed by fome hermits of the Greek religion, who 
kept him. concealed} but as he could not put up with 
their way of living, he left them. After this he 
went into Little Ruffia, and fettled for fome time 
among the Rofkolnild, who are there very nume* 
rous, and very hofpitable; but, afraid of being ,dif. 
covered, he retired into the principal fettlement^ 
which the Cofiacs have on the banks o'f the Ural, 
which was called Jaik beiFore the rebellion. He en^ 
gaged feveral of thefe Coffacs to follow him into 
Cuban, where he made them believe a better lot a* 
waited them. He had not then aflumed among 
them the name of Peter ilL In the mean time thefe 
feditious fpeeches had made him be arrrefted at Sim- 
birfk, whence he was fent to Kafan to be triedi 
The indolence of the governor, his flownefs in deli- 
vering him up to juftice, furnifhed Pugatfchew with 
time and means of effecting his efcape, along with a 
prieft, who had provided him with money to fill 
the guards drunk. He again joined his old compa* 
nions in arms, and with them went down the Wol^ 
ga, went up the river Irghis, and reached the de* 
fcrt, where he declared himfelf Peter IIL and put 
himfdf at the head of a confiderable body offerees* 
Vol. IL T Thia 
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This country was inhabited by thcfe fame Roikof^ 
Diki, whom Peter L had perfecuted, and as may be 
v/ell expecled from fanaticifm, the fpirit had paiTed 
from the fathers to the fons. Thus Pugatfchew had 
the addrefe to draw together a great party by means 
of their difcontents and their religious prejudices, 
which he profeffed to adopt and protect. 

The rebellion of a numerous body of CoiTacs was 
alfo one of the caufes, which operated powerfully 
m favour of this adventurer. They inhabited one 
of the banks of the Jaik, were defended of the 
Coffacs on the Don, and forùied a race of men, va- 
Jiant and full of enthufiafm, for their ancient faith 
and cuftoms. They valued their beards as kighly 
as their lives. During the war with the Turks they 
had been a&ed for a certain number of recruits to 
form a body of hu0ars ; they had furniihed them: 
without hefitation, but as the huffars wore no beards, 
their officers wanted to compel thefe recruits to (have. 
As they and their relations oppofed this attempt, 
which they faid, was 'aimed at their liberty and, 
cuftoms. General Traubenberg, a Livonian, who 
had been fent with a fmall detachment to Jaik to 
raife tliefe recruits, had the imprudence to quell 
this kind of tumult, by making them be fhaven in 
public, and even in the middle of the fortrefs. Thç 
other Coffacs their relations, were fo provoked at 
this infult, that they flew to arms, wounded feyeral 

of 
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•of the officer^, maflacred the General, his barbers, 
and the chief of the Coffacs, who had confented to 
this outrage, which they called facrilege ; and what 
. was at firft only a riot, became a general infurrec- 
tion through the whole country. This event, which 
may ferve as a leffon to thofe inconfiderate men, 
Hvho know not with what precaution popular preju- 
dices fhouid be oppofed, happened towards the end 
of the year 1771. 

The fpring following General Trey man took pof- 
fcffion of Jaik, made feveral ringleaders among the 
mutineers prifoners, and put a part of his troops 
in garrifon in the town. Sevrai of the infurgents 
however efcaped, and retired into the defert, parti- 
cularly into the marflies in the neighbourhood of 
the Lake of Kamyfh-Samara, where they lived on 
fifhing, hunting, and fome provifions, which their 
brethren conveyed to them fecretly under night. 
Notwithftanding thefe fuccours, they led a mifera- 
hie life, and were reduced to the greateft diftrefs, 
when Pugatfchew came among them, ft may be 
cafily fuppofed how he was received by them, efpe- 
cially when he told them that he was their Emperor , 
Peter III. ; that he had efcaped frgm prifon ; that 
the report of his death was an impofture fabricated 
by the ufurper Catharine ; and that he came to trnft 
himfelf in their hands, to implore their proteftion, 
and by the affiftance he expefted from them, to an- 

T ^ jiihiUt^ 
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nihilate thofe abfurd innovations, which Jiad been 
fubftituted in the room of the ancient and rçfpecka- 
ble cuftoms, they had received from their anceftors» 
He was welcomed with enthufiafm. The Coflacs 
might have been undeceived, for there was not the 
leaft rcfemblance between Pugatfchew and Peter IIL 
hut he refted his impofture on the great diftance 
• from the capital, on the ignorance of this people, 
and above all, on the fanatic zeal of thofe, whom hç 
addreilèd. In fhorty there was no need of many ar- 
guments to bring over to his intereft this horde, al* 
ready openly in a ftate of infurreftion. They there* 
fore made the air refound with fhouts of Long livg 
Peter III. — Long live our Emperor. ; 

After this kind of proclamation, the leaders of 
thefe Coffacs, in name of the reft, fwore allegiance 
to him, and promifed to iacrifice their lives in . his 
defence. With this body, and many other perfons, 
whom he found equally difpofed to fide with him, 
Pugatfchew at firft proceeded to attack the new Po* 
lifh fettlenients, which the Emprefs had formed on 
the bapks of the Irghis. For this once he contented 
himfelf with carrying off their horfes and arms, with- 
out giving 2^ loofe to that ferocity, of which he fooA 
ïifter exhibited fo many inftances. He then ihowed 
himfelf before Jaijs, the governor of which he ia 
^aîn fummoned to furrendcr in the name of Peter III, 
Ks ordered an aflàult, but hç was repulfed by thç 

intrepid 
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intrepid courage of the garrifoij, and, feeing he 
vsronld gain nothing Jby a new attempt, he blocked 
up the place in hopes of reducing it by famine* 
This plan had no better fuccefs. The refolution of 
the garrifon was equal to its courage ; it refufed to 
cîapitulate, although reduced to live on horfe-fl/efli 
and boiled leather. This wondeVful refiftance pro- 
traded the fiege of Jaik, till it was relieved by a 
body of Ruffians. 

PuGATscHEw was morc fortunate in other enter-» 
prifes. He marched towards the Coffacs of Uetz, 
and without much difficulty took by affault the for- 
treflfes of Rafypnais and Ofcrnaya. He attacked 
that of Katifchcwa, which was better defended ; but 
the fortifications being only of wood, he fet fire to 
them, and made himfelf matter of it. A detach- 
ment fent againft him from Orenburg, under the 
command of Colonel Bulof, fell into his harids, for 
want of prudence and refolution. Another corps, 
commanded by General Zchernichef, arrived too 
late to join the firft ; fo ill were operations concert- 
ed. » 

Deceived by parties from the army of Pugatf- 
chew, they had engaged in defiles, and had been fo 
unexpéftedly attacked, that they could make no re- 
fiftance. In all the engagements, the officers, who 
fell into the hands of Pugatfchew, were maffacred, 
93 wçU as the foldiers, who refufed to enrol them- 

felves 
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felv^ in his army. Augmented by thde Tecfli!t#^ 
and feveral bodies of Col&cs, which had arrtred»' 
his army became formidable, and enabled htm to 
undertake the fiege of Orenburg, which, having no 
force fufficient to oppofe him, would have been o- 
bliged to furrender, if the garrifon <rf Krafnoyarlk 
had not thrown itfelf into it, by cutting their way 
through the afiailants. 

So foon as the news of Pugatfchew*s fiicccfes were 
fpread, numerous bodies of Barfchkires, a barbarous 
people, wJ\o hate the Ruffians, and obey them only 
with reludancc, flocked to the ftandard of this re- 
bel. Their example was followed by feveral Ruffian 
colonies, efpecially by the peafants, that work in the 
mines and founderies on the mountains of Ural. Hé 
employed a part of his forces in the fiege of Orenburg, 
the reftin carrying oflF the filver found in the mîneç, 
and in calling brafs cannon and bullets, which he 
tifed in battering the walls of Orenburg. He fpent 
a part of the winter before this city, and with equal 
madnefs gave way to all the excefles of the rtfoft dif- 
gufting debauchery, and the moft atrocious cruelty. 

His army was now become fo ftrong, that all the af- 
iiftance received from Kàfan was fcarcely fufficicnt for 
the defence of the paflage of the mountains between 
this city and Orenburg. The fame winter he recei- 
ved a powerful reinforcement of about ten thoufand 
Kalmuc5,.who came from the naghbourhobd of 

Stauropol, 
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Stanropol, and had revolted, after Idllîng their oom- 
mander- With all thefe united forcei», he ovetran 
the mountains of the province of Orenburg, defola<* 
ting them with fire and fword. ' The fmafl town dP 
VfaL alone refilled, and he did not force it. He 
made a circuitous march, and was already; advancing 
towards Catharineburg, where he would have found 
coj^er money to the extent of more than nineliun-» 
dred thoufànd roubles, (£202,50©) when on the re- 
port of the approach of a Ruffian army, fuperior to 
his own, he flackened his march, and fo allowed 
time for the forces, which were on the frontiers of 
Siberia to advance, and cover this fort. 

In the beginning of tlie rebellion, Pugatfchew 
had aâEeâed irreproachable manners, and great de-» 
votion. H^ drefied like a bifliop, gave his benedic- 
tion to the pécule, aqd renounced all ambition* 
views for himfdf. He aflured them his only aim 
was to place his fon, the Grand Duke, on the 
throne, and then retire into a monaftery, where 
he had found an afylum, when he had efca* 
ped from prifon. Then uniting courage with ac- 
tivity, he was ready to feize all opportunities o# 
finalizing his arms, and profiting by the advanta* 
ges, which the country, where he was carrying on 
War, and the fituation of his enemies offered him : 
but his good fortune dazzled him. Intoxicated with 
his rafôd fucceê» he became confident and prefump^ 

tUOUSir 
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tuous. Leaving chance to operate, where he ought 
to have overruled it, he loft the precious moments, 
which fortune prefents in war, and which are nev.cr 
to be found again, when they are not laid hold of, 
and improved. It was attended with the greateft 
injury to his caufe among his friends, and thdfe, who 
thought on becoming his friends, that at the very 
moment, when'fome had arrived, he perfuaded him- 
fclf it was Jio more neceflary to diffemble ; and con- 
fequently he fhowed himfelf fuch as he really was, 
refumed his ferocious and depraved difpoiition, and 
abandoned himfelf to the exceffes, which it prompt- 
ed him to. 

One of the moft palpable miftakes, for which he 
ha& been reproacjbed, was having delayed marching 
to Mofcow, when the fpirit of rebellion, which had 
already reached that city, might have delivered it 
into his hands. This opportunity was fo much 
the mor© favourable, as it was then defended by 
only fix hundred regular troops ; and as the war 
with Turkey did not allow Marfhal Romanzo'w 
to fend great affiftance from the army, then on the 
banks of the Danube, where the Ruffians were car- 
rying on a hard, and almoft a defcnfive war. In- 
ftead of purfuing thefe advantages with vigour, Pu- 
gatfche\^ loft the greateft part of the winter before 
the cities of Jaik and Orenburg. During the fiege 
of the latter, he made the officers and nobles^ who 

were 
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were brought to him, be maffacred with the moft- 
fhocking barbarity. On this occafion he gave out» 
that his defign v/zs to exterminate the Ruffian no- 
bility ; and to reconcile his aftions with his words, 
he fpared neither fex nor age among the nobles, 
who werp conduced to his quarters, or whom the 
fortune of battle brought into his power. In his 
army there was no perfon of rank or importance;, 
but to over-awe his fubjeds, he had made thofe of 
his partizans, of whom he was beft affured, take the 
names of the principal Rixffian Lords, and inveft 
theniifelves with the badges of the different orders 
of Knighthood. It is reported, that he at once, and 
on a:fignal given, made all the German officers, who 
were brought to him, be maffacred, for fear it 
fhould be obferved, that he was ignorant of a Ian» 
guage, which Peter III. muft have known. - 

His conduft was not lefs imprudent than barba- 
rous. Although he was already married to Sophia, 
daughter to a Coffac, by whom he had three chiU 
dren, he married another wife publicly at Jaik, and 
fulpcnded his military operations, to celebrate th:s 
marriage, with jhe pomp due to fo auguft a cere- 
mony. But he brought it under public diflionour, 
by indulging in every fpecies of debauchery. In the 
midft of/this entertainment, when he was beaftly in- 
toxicated, he received the accounts of General Bî- 
bîkoff being on fus way Vv4th a confiderable body <:f 

Vox- IL U forces 
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forces to give him battle; and thefe accounts only 
f cached him, when the enemy was almoft clofe u- 
pon him. BibikofF had already detached Prince Ga- 
litzin, major-general in his army, who furprifed Pu- 
gatfchew's advanced pofts, and cut them in pieces\ 
near the fortrefs of Katifchewa. , But BibikoflF, lefe 
fortunate than Prince Galitzin, fell into an ambuf- 
cade fome days after, and was maffacred by Pugatf- 
chew's Cofla^s. Being again attacked and beaten- 
by Prince Galitzin, whom BibikofF's misfortunes' 
had not difcouraged, Pugatfchew was forced to fly 
as far as Kargula, where he was overtaken by Prince- 
Galitzin, who defeated hrtn totaUy a third time, and 
difperfed his army ; which it was indeed eafy to dit " 
perfe, for it was rather a multitude in arms, than 
an army. This dafy Pugatfchew efcaped with great 
difficulty. He however reached the mountains of 
Ural with a fmall number of his faithful partizans, 
and, in fpite of this defeat, he ftill collefted enough 
of troops to appear again with a refpeftable forcexjn 
the eaft of thefe mountains. He made himfelf 'maC 
ter of feveral fortreffes, and burnt Troitfk;;, but be- 
ing attacked anew by General Colro, he was worft- 
ed, and forced to retire again into the mountains. 
Become furious by repeated defeats, and bent on 
fignalizing his arms by fome brilliant exploit, Pu^ 
gatfchew at once diredled his march upon Kafan, 
committing in every quarter the Avages of a rob^ 

bcr. 
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her^ who feems to make war only for deflxiaftion- 
•He burnt the fuburbs of Kafan, and laid fiege to the 
citadel, where Major-General Paul Potemkin, go- 
vernor of the province, had taken refuge with all 
his force ; but, according to the opinion of the mi- 
litary men of this nation, he fhould have kept the 
plain, and might have kept it with glory. It is faid 
that this conduft did no honour to the General, 
who avoided the EmprefsV difpleafure, only becaufc 
his^uncle was in the gr-eateft favour with htr. 

The arrival x)f Michelfon at the gates of Kafan, 
changed the face of affairs. Pugatfchew raifed the 
fiege with precipitation, and durft not try his 
^rength with Michelfon, who was an officer of the 
&rft abilities. After refting his army two days, the 
General went^in purfuit of the rebel, came up with 
liim before he reached the mountains, and defeated 
Jiim utterly, after feveral obftinate battles, which 
lafted near three days. On this occafion, Pugat£- 
xiew's route was fo general and complete, that he 
himfelf was forced to fwim acrofs the Wolga, and 
fled with three hundred Coflacs belonging to Jaik, 
who were the moft completely armed, and the moft 
obftinate of the rebels, in whom he repofed the 
greatefl: confidence. Notwithftanding this defeat, 
which might be fuppofcd to have difcouraged thofe, 
who had decided for him, there came to his affif- 
i^nc^ feveral large bodies of Barfchkires, Coflacs, and 
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peafants, badly armed, who had fled frem thc'miiics 
or the moft remote countries, and were floddcg 
to him as to their deliverer ; as to one, who was 
to make them pafs from flavery to freedom. This 
at leaft was the hope held out to them by this im- 
poftor, who feemed jo derive new force from his 
very difafters. In fhort, the number of his troc^ 
then infpired him with fuch confidence, that he 
made preparations for marching to Mofcow, where, 
his emiffaries had- already fpread a fpirit of fedition 
among the people ; but on the news of peace with 
the Turks being juft concluded, he was afraid that 
a part of the army of the Danube would be employ- 
ed againft him, and changed the plan of his opera- 
tions. He came down the Wolga, at Dubofka dç- 
feated a corps of Ruffians, commanded by Baron de 
Diez, and took Penza and SaratofFby affault. The 
Governor of the laft fortrefs, along with the garri- 
fon, which confifted only of fifty men, efcaped frofn 
the cruelty of Pugatfchew, only by cutting their 
way through the victorious Coffacs, who thought 
more on plundering the town, than purfuing* their 
enemies. . [The atrocious Pugatfchew made a wilder- 
nefs of Saratbff. He maflacred every perfbn in it, 
without dîftînâîon of age or fex. From thence hp 
proceeded down to Demiftrelk, which he furprifed^ 
and made the Governor be empallcd. 



TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. i ^ 

LofrirZyZn aftron^mer, and a ûiembcr of the jsu 

cidemy of iciences at St Peterfburg, was in the 

neighbourhood of this^fortrefs, employed in taking 

levels for the canal projeAed between the Don and 

die Wdga. Pugatfchew commanded his Coflacs to 

briBg Lowitz to him, and, by a refinement of iniuk 

and cruelty, ocdcred him to be elevated on pikes, 

that he might be nearer the ftars. In this horrible 

fituetion be made him be maflacred In his prefencc. 

What could be expeâed from a robber as ignorant 

as cruel, who, but for the grols ignorance of the 

people, to whom he had applied, would have perifli- 

ed in the firft moments of his enterprife ? — But very 

foon we will fee him receive the recompenfe of his 

crimes* 

The court, when difeng^ged from the war with 
Turkey, had fcrioufly attended to the means of re- 
ducing Pugatfchew» Count Peter îwanowitfch Pa- 
nin, brother to the gentleman, who had been go- 
vernor to the Grand Duke,. had received orders to 
march againft this rebel. The General, whofe repu- 
tation was^ very high among military people, had 
diftinguiihed himfelf particularly at the taking of 
Bender. He had been afterwards reduced ti a ftate 
of inaftion, becaufe he had emended Potemkin, who 
direâed the Emprefs in the choice of her Generals. 
Undeceived or better informed with regard to Count 
Fanin, ihe employed him in oppofition to Potem- 
kin, 
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kin, and gave him a force able to fobdue Pu: 
chew. In all periods, and with all princes, the in\ 
trigues of courtiers have generally procured the 
ployment or difmiffion of trcnerals, and they have 
never been deterred by the fatal con&queiices'J 
which might refult from their intrigues. ' So true it 
is, that Egotifm is the greateft of evils that ifTued 
fix)m the Box of Pandora. 

Count Panin, united to Michelibn, would have 
foon reduced Pugatfchew, who was advancing to 
Czaritzin, to make it experience the fate of Saratoff. 
But he was obliged to raife the fiege. His convoys 
were cut off, and whilft he was marching with his 
half famifhed army, incumbered with a multitude 
of waggons loaded with heavy baggage, and wo* 
men, who followed it in every direâion, he was fur- 
prifed in a defile, between two ridges of mountains, 
which ft retch towards the Wolga. There he was * 
completely defeated, and a great number of the re- 
bels killed on the fpot. A greater number perifhed 
by throwing themfelves headlong into the fleep and 
narrow paiTages of thefe mountains, where they in 
V2Ûn fought for isefuge. The tcft furrendered at 
difcretlon. After having made a defperate defence, 
Pugatfchew efcaped with a body of the principal 
accomplices. They croffed the Wolga, fwimming, 
and afterwards traverfed the deferts between this lî- 
Ter and the Jaik, where the rebdlion had begus, 

and 
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and bis royalty, or rather robbery, had aa end. 
There he was fucceffivdy abandoned by almoft the 
whole of the Ctoflacs, overpowered by fatigue^ and 
exhaufted by hunger» and he was at laft betrayed by 
thofe in whom he had the greateft confidence. A 
Coilkc of Iletz, called Twogorofl^ and two belong- 
ing to Jaik, Tfchumakoff and Tedulef, his moft 
Êdthfiil friends, were induced to commit this afl: 
of treachery, by the promise made them of obtain- 
ing a pardon. TwogoroflF was the firft, who repre- 
fented to him, that furrounded as he was by his e- 
nemies, and unable to efcape from them, the befl: 
courfe that remained for him, was to fubmit of his 
own accord to advantageous terms. Enraged at 
this propofition, Pugatfchew drew his poignard, and 
was going to fbab him, who g^ve him fo cowardly 
an advice, when the three Coilacs fell upon him, 
difarmed him, bound him, and carried him to a bo. 
dy of Ruflians encamped on the banks of the Jaik, 
ccMnmanded by General SamarofF, who made him 
be tranfported to Simbirik, whence he was fent by 
Count Panin's orders to Mofcow, along with his 
principal accomplices. Pugatfchew arrived there^ 
confined in an iron cage, like that ufed for tran£- 
porting tigers. This wretch, who had all the fero- 
city of this animal, well deferved to make his entry 
into Mofcow in this plight. CommiGoners, to 
whom, the fenate was added, tried him, and preg:^ 

rations^ 
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rations were making for extorting from him ihe 
confeffion of his crimes, by making him under»^ 
go the moft painful tortures; when Catharine II. 
countermanded this barbarous defign. Not wilh- 
ing her reign ihould be ftained by any atrocity, 
ihc gave orders that Pugatfchew fliould be on- 
ly beheaded, inftead of being torn to pieces 
by horfes, which was the punilhment to which 
the commiflioners had fentenccd him, agreeably to 
the law againft High Treafon. He was executed on 
the 23d of January^ ^77 $• His body was quartered, 
and expofed in different parts of the city. Five of 
his accomplices, who had proclaimed him Emperor, 
under the name of Peter III. alfo fuffered death. 
Thofe who had circulated his manifeftoes, received 
the knout, and were baniflied. In this way this fa- 
mous rebellion ended. It had not the moft. remote 
tendency to deprive Catharine of the crown, and 
furely never could have fet Pugatfchew on the 
throne. His part in the political. drama was abfurd, 
and fome ambitious man had taken the advantage 
of it. 

It would be difficult to calculate the loffes of c,- 
very kind brought on Ruffia by the rebellion of Pu- 
gatfchew ; cities reduced to afhes ; more than two 
hundred villages deftroyed without a veftige left be- 
hind; thoufands of prifoners maffacredin cold blood, 
and among them fome of the firft rank ; a great 

pumber 
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number of mines pillaged and deftroyed ; fiich were 
the traces which Pugatfchew left on his way. Ca- 
tharine II. with a view to erafe from the annals of 
her reign, ^he remembrance of thefc atrocities, iffued 
an order for fuppreffing the name of the river Jaik, 
which has its fource in the mountains of Ural, and 
gave it the name of Ural/caja-Rekaj River of Ural^ 
It was alfo her pleafure, that the town of Jaik 
ihould in future be called Uralfli^ and that the Cof* 
iacs of the Jaik ihould take the name of Uraljkine 
Cojfacs. Catharine did not confine herfelf to thefe 
topographical changes. She ftudied alfo how to 
wipe the tears from the cheeks of the unfortunate 
people, whom the ravages of Pugatfchew had redu- 
ced to the moft dreadful mifery. They have been 
relieved, and have recovered fpirit, while they have 
bleffed the hand, which fent them thefe fuccours. 
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C H A P. XL 

Details refpeiling the unforitmate Iwan UL-^H^ is d^ 
throned by Elizabeth. — Anecdotes. — He is brought t^ 
in afortrefs^ and transferred from prifon to prifon^ 
'•^^At the age efjixteen he is confined in $chlujfelburg^ 
— How he is trêated.-'^Elizabeth fees^ him^ and cotP' 
wrfes with him. — EffeSt^ which this interview has on 
this princefs. — How Iwan is guarded at Schluffelburgm 
— Perfon of this prince. — His inteUeilttalf acuities. ---^ 
His charaâler. — Vifitpaid him by Peter IIL-^Parti^ 
culars of this interview. — Peter mitigates his lot.-^ 
He wijhes to refiore him his liberty^-^Tie eourtiers^ 
dijfuade him from this intention» 

1 HERE IS yet erne unfortunate vidim of ambl« 
tion, whofe misfortunes are, in the Ruffian annals,, 
an article, from which injured humanity would wifh 
to turn away the eyes of pofterity. We mean 
Iwan III. This prince, by his mother, was defend- 
ed from Iwan. Alexiowitfch^ one of the brothers of 
Peter I. He was born on the 4th of Auguft 1740. 
His parents were Anthony Ulric, prince of Brunf*. 
wick, and Anne of Mecklenburg, daughter to Ca- 
tharine Alexiowna. He was created Grand Duke, 
by his aunt, Emprcfs Anne, whom he loft almoft^ 
as foon as he was borp, and fucceeded on the 28th 
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H3f O^ober, £ime year, though only an infant of two 
months. He did not occupy the throne, or rather 
It was not occupied for him, longer than the 6th of 
December 1 741 , when he was depofed by theEmprefs 
Elizabeth. In the firft volume, the accounts of this 
revolution were givea ; now fome anecdotes fliaU 
only be added^ 

The foldiers, fent to apprehend the young Ernpe» 
ror, had received orders to enter his apartment 
without the leaft noife, and not to awake him if he 
was afleep. Having found him fleeping at the fide 
of his nurfe, tliey ftood around his cradle in refpecl- 
ful âience, for an hour at leaft, till he opened his 
eyes. Then they fell a difputing who fliould carry 
him off. The infant was frightened, and began 
to cry. The foldiers had pity on him, and allow* 
ed the nurfe to approach him ; and flie, covering 
him with her cloak, carried him to Elizabeth's pa- 
lace. This Emprefs took the child, and kiffed him. 
While he was in her arms, fome foldiers, who were 
in the antichambers, having made the air refound 
with the cry of Hura Elizabeth^ (long live Elizabeth) 
the child, who was pleafed with thefc acclamatione, 
ftretched out his little hands, and, fmiling, appear» 
cd to imitate the foldiers. Elizabeth, afiefted with 
this innocent gefture, could not forbear preffing him 
to her bread ; Unfortunate creature^ Ûie cried, alas ! 
ymperceive not that thefejhouts hurl you from the throne^ 

X 2 It 
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ÎT is no eafy talk to follow Iwan from the time 
of his depofition, till he was transferred to Schluf* 
felburg, but we are going to relate what is moft 
probable and interefting in the fate of this prince, 
who knew only the misfortunes of life. It is noto- 
rious, that he and his parents *^ere firft conduced, 
to the fortrefs of Riga, where this family continued 
prifoners for eighteen months. Thence they were 
removed to Dunamunde, and afterwards to Oranien*» 
burg, a fmall town in the province of Woronetz, built 
by MenzikofF, whçn he was in favour. It is not exadl» 
ly known, how long this family refided there, and if 
the young prince Iwan was removed along with his 
parents to Kolmogorod, where they ended their days, 
as Ihall be related afterwards. Bufching, whom we 
ihall follow in thefe accounts, relates, that when the 
Regent Anne and her hulband were transferred to 
Kolmogorod, Iwan, then eight years of age, was 
left at Oranienburg, and that, foitie time after, a 
monk found means to refcue him from his prifon, 
and carried him to Smolenlko, where the monk and 
the prince were arretted ; that, to prevent a like at- 
tempt for the future, it was refolved to confine him 
in a place of difficult acçefs, and that, for this pur- 
pofe, the monaftery of Waldai was fixed on, which 
ftands on an ifle of the fame name, at no great dif^ 
tSRÇç from the highway bçtween St Peterfburg and 
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Mofcow. How long he continued and lived in this 
monafiery, is not faid : till the time that he was 
transferred to SchiuiTelburg, nothing is known a 
bout him. It is not aftonilhing that this unfortu 
nate prince cannot be exaftly traced. He was a pri- 
ibner from his earlieft years, and always ftridly 
guarded. It is certain, that during the laft eight 
years of his life, he was-confined in the fortrefs of 
Schlufiblburg, whither he had been efcorted for the 
firft time in the year 1756. He was then fixteen 
years old. It was at this period that Elizabeth had 
the curiofity to fee him. For this purpofe fhe Vas 
carried to St Peterfburg in a very clofe coach. The 
interview took place in the houfe of Count Pe- 
ter Iwanowitfch Schuwaloflf, coufin to the Emprefs' 
favourite. Elizabeth queflioned him, and converfed 
with him for a long time, without making herfelf 
known. It is faid, flie could not bear the fight of this 
young man without melting intp tears, efpecially 
when the prince, who had the fofteft organs, aiked 
her, why flie wept. Elizabeth was fo much moved 
with this fcene, that flie again never faw him, all 
^hofe misfortunes flie knew.-^But ambition fpokè, 
and remorfe was filent. 

The day after this interview, the unfortunate 
Iwan was carried back to his prifon, which Eliza- 
beth intended to render more comfortable, but yet 
])çr fears çeafed not to render it rigorous. The 

room. 
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room, which this prince occupied, was fittiated at 
the end of a corridor. It was about twenty five feet 
Jfijuare, and arched. The walls were of ftone, the 
floor was paved with bricks, and the windows were 
not built up, like the neighbouring rooms; as 
fome writers have advanced. There were windows 
but the.glais was done over with a kind of gum, 
which allowed the Ught to enter, vrithout it being 
poSBkie to perceive any thing through it. The whole 
furniture confided of a bed with cafiers, a table, and 
fome chairs. Two officers were continually confi- 
ned with him ; there was a centinel on the outfide, 
and a guvd of ten foldiers at the end of the corri- 
éor. The officers and foldiers were forbidden to 
anfwer his queftions, or to put any to him ; and un- 
der the reign of Elizabeth, none of his guards durit 
tranfgrefs this command. Yet flie gave orders that 
he fliould be made take thé air, but that this Ihould 
be done with great precaution. In confequence of 
this order, he was allowed to go into the inner 
court of the fortrefs for fome moments, during 
which he could at leaf): difcover the firmament; 
which feemed not to have been created for him ; 
but the fears of the Ruflian foldicr, who thinks he 
is always deficient in his duty, when he overfteps it 
not, Ihortened this enjoyment, which, on the day 
k was granted, proved to Iwan a fort of feaft. 

Portrait» 
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Portraits of thi» prince have been drawn, which 
Te&mble one another fo little, that they cannot an-, 
fwer to the fame individual. People, who have had 
occafion to fee him often, afibrt, that his look was 
moft engaging, his fiature tall and well proportion*^ 
cd, his fl;:in of the pureft whitenels, his eyes large^ 
and his hair mod beautifol. As for hb intelleâual 
powers, £>me have maintained they were very li* 
mited, and nothing is more probable from the man« 
ner of life, to which he was configned. Others 
have gone further, and affirmed, that he bordered 
00 weakneis, and fometimes ihowed figns of fioUy. 
It was certain he couki ndther read nor write, and 
it is not to be doubted, that he had no opportuni- 
ties of learning to do either. He fpoke the Ruffian 
2nd fome words o£ the German language, which he 
had learned from his father and mother during his 
childhood ; but he articulated ill, and when he was 
any way agitated, he ftammered much. He was 
not ignorant of his origin, and knew he had been 
Emperor for fome months* Full of hopes of enjoy- 
mg liberty once more, and of afcending the throne 
fome day or other, he fpoke ofÈen of the conduâ: hr 
would then obferve ; and when he was provoked, 
ke threatened to puniih, when he was refiored, alî 
tb^ who offended him during his captivity. He 
was very irafcible, and carried his refbntment ther 
]9»ffh of madnefs, efpecialiy when in a ftate of in* 

texîcation,. 
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toxication, which, during a certain period ha^)eii« 
cd dnly too often, becs^ufe every thing he afeed^&<^ 
his table, was granted j but after he grofely 2bu&à 
this indulgence, his allowance of wine and liquors 
was retrenched, in order to prevent fuch frequent 
exceflfes. Yet ninety roubles, (;C^o* 5-) P^^ month, 
were allowed him for his fupport ; a fuin moderate 
enough, but fuificient in a country, where provi- 
iions are to be had at the cheapeft rate. 

Some writers have aflerted, that his whole ward- 
robe confifted of a very coarfe long woollen gown 
for fummer, and a peliffe of flieepfkin for winter j 
but this affertion is far wide of the truth. Several 
perfons, who have had an opportunity of convin- 
cing themfelves of the contrary, have told us, that 
this prince had always at his command a great num- 
ber of fuits, which were to him a confiant fource of 
amufement. He often <:hanged them twenty times 
a-day, and walked about in his room, ^ adminng 
himfelf, like a child, with the look of the greateft 
fatisfa6lion. They added, that Elizabeth, who knew 
this paffion for drefs, took a pleafure in gratifying 
it. 

As to his religious opinion^, it was difficult to 
appreciate them, He had fome notion of the Greek 
religion, prayed often to God with much fervour, 
but he preferred and obferved the worfhip and com- 
munion of his father and mother, who were both 

brought 
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brought up in the proteftant religion. It is report- 
ed, but we cannot affirm, it as a truth, that this 
prince was vifionary, and boafted of having had 
converfations with the angel Gabriel* There is no- 
thing in his life to prove this affertion. 

His parents had told him that. Elizabeth filled the 
throne, from which he had' been thruft, but it does 
not appear, that he was inftrufted of the date of 
this princefs' death, and ftiU lefs of the events, 
which followed it. Yet Veter III. had fcarcely 
mounted the throne, when he propofed to pay a vi- 
fit to the unfortunate Iwan, and to make him for- 
get the fufferings of his youth* He executed his 
defigh, and in this vifit took for his companions^ 
Alexander Naritlkin, his Grand Uflier, his Aid- 
de-camp-General, Baron d'Ungern Sternberg, and 
Baton de Korf, who was then mafter of the police 
of St Peterfburg. As he wiflied this vifit fliould be 
made with the greateft fecrecy, hé had provided 
himfelf with his own orders,^ which bore ; that the 
commandant fliould be bound to open all the gate» 
of the fortrefs to thofe, who were the bearers of 
them ; that he fliould put no queftion to them, and 
ihould fuffer them to go through the whole boun- 
daries of the fortrefs, without even excepting the 
room occupied by Prince Iwan ; that they fliould 
have liberty to converfe with him, in abfence of the 
commandant, and the oflicer of the guard, who 
Vol. IL ' Y fliotild 
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fhould be obliged to retire, fo foon as thofc gentle» 
men, who were the bearers of the orders, Ihould be 
introduced into the prince*s*chamber, 

Peter III. chatted a Ibng time with Iwan, with- 
out making himfelf known. He even drunk a lit- 
tle coffee, with him. The following is the fubfiaace 
of their converfation, as takea from the notes of 
Baron de Korf» r 

Peter. 

Tell me. Prince, do you remember the fuffer* 
ings that affailed your earlieft years ? 

Iwan. 

I HAVE only a faint idea of them. But fo fiadn 
as I began to feel my misfortunes, I mingled my 
tears with thofc o( my father and mother, who were 
unhappy only on my account ; and I wîis deeply af- 
flided only with the harfh treatment, which they 
had to bear, when they were transferred from one 
fortrefs to another. 

Peter. \ 

Whence proceeded this harfii treatment? 
Iwan. 

From the officers, to \yhom we were entrufied, 
and who almoft all joined inhumanity to the rigo- 
rous orders, which they had received. 
Peter. 

Do you recoiled their names ? 
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No, and we 'even avoided learning them. We 
contented ourfelves with thanking heaven, when it 
&tit us any, who were îefs cruel. 

Peter. 

What, did you never find any humane ? 

IWAN. 

One deferyed to be diftinguiflied from this flock 

of tigers, and he carried with him our efteem and 

regret. How much he alleviated our mifery by his 

attention, which was equally affiduous and generous! 

Peter. 

Do you remember the ïian^ of this worthy man? 

IWAN. 

AhI do I remember it ? — I will never forget it. 
^It was Baron de Korf. 

It has been juft now noticed, that Baron de Korf 
was in the Emperor's fuite. He could not hear 
thcfe accounts without being fenfibly affeâied. Pe- 
ter HI. who was as much moved as he, took him 
by the arm, and faid to him in a low tone ; Baron, 
pu fee a favour is never lofl. While the Czar and 
the Baron were recovering from this fcene, Urgern 
Sternberg, who had remained alone with Iwan, afk- 
«d hiiti, if he had loft the hope of afcending the 
throne. " This hope," anfwered Iwan, " fupports 
** me in this diftnal abode." ** But if thefe hopes 
^ were realized, how would you ad towards the reign- 

" ing 
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♦' ing Emperor, and his wife ?** *^ I would make 
<* them be execilted/* faid Iwan, *' 2;s two ufurpers/* 
..... Peter III. who returned with Korf, heard 
this anfwer, and was at firft offended at it. But 
confidering the ftate of the prince's mind, and his 
fituation, he not only pardoned him, but alfo made 
himfelf known, and affpred him, he would ufe every 
mean in his power to mitigate his lot, and procure 
him every fort of confolation. In the mean time, 
he enjoined the commandant to fliow the greateft 
refpeà to his prifoner, and above all to allow him , 
liberty to breathe the air, a^d walk round all the 
fortrefs, 

After Peter left Iwan*s apartment, he vifited the 
infide of Schluffelburg,. and flopped at t fpot of 
ground, which appeared to him a proper fituation 
for creeling a houfe, in which the unfortunate Iwan 
might bç more commpdioufly lodged than he wast 
" I will," faid the prince, " have it a fquare build- 
*>' ing, with nine windows on the fame floor for the 
" prifqner, and the reft of the ground made into a 
f* garden, where he may take the air, and beguile 
f ' the wearinefs of the folitude, wherein the misfor- 
^* tune qf the times oblige him to live.*' 

We were affured, that next day there were work- 
men on this piece of ground to execute this plan of 
feteç'Sj which would have been carried into eflèâ, if 
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kîs.death had not, prevented. ; Thfe building is not 
yet finiflied. , : t 

When Peter had returned .from. Schluflelburg,^ 
his uncle, Louis .Auguftus, Duke of Holftdn, advî- 
fed him to fend Iwajri into Gerooany, with his fa- 
thtr^ Anthony Ulric, Duke of Bf unfwick, and his 
children, and to ai&gn them a peniion fuitable to 
their birth. Peter,, they fay, was not averfe to this 
advice; but his ininiûers,:w:hom.hficonfulted, were 
of. a $:0ntrary lopiuiou, and fàcrificipg hunianity to 
policy^ the fyftémof .i^iinifters in. all .courts and in 
all periods, they pointed out thje dapgers of every 
kind) that would attend the difmiflion of this prince. 
Prevailed upon by their arguments, the Czar confi- 
ned himfelf to the promife. which he had made. to 
Iwan, of rendering his pififon as comfortable as pof- 
fible. He even granted permiflion, with a view to 
give him fomc amufement, that he fhould be car- 
ried by water to Kexholm, a fortrefs built on a lit- 
tic ifland of the Lake Ladoga, apd much nearer the 
court than Schluffçlburg. 

For this purpofe he was put in a fmall covered 
boat, in which he was to be carried to a fmall gal- 
liot, that was waiting him ; but, on the paflage, the 
wind became fo violent, and the waves fo ftrong, 
,that Iwan was dreadfully frightened. Some mo- 
ments after, he recovered his ordinary tranquillity, 
idthough the fiorm ingreafed to fuch a degree, that 

the' 
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Cfae fttlors, notwithftanding all their eflfortsy couU 
not prevent the boat from being overfet near the 
fliore) and the prince was laved with the greateft 
cBfficulty* Misfortune feemed to ptirfue him evety 
where, of which the following is an additional proof. 
hïïn^G carried back irom thefortrdsof Kexholm 
to that of Schluflelburg, by order of the Empreft 
Catharme, who had but juft mounted the throne» 
Iwan again was in the greateft danger. Some werfts 
from Schluflelburg, the horfes yoked to the coach» 
in which he was, took fright» and run oflfr The 
carriage could not be flopped, tiU the fore-wheels 
broke. There was a village to go through before 
they arrived at Schluflelburg, and to conceal^ the 
prince from the ^es of the curious» he was wr:^ 
ped in a clo^» till he got into the room» which he 
formerly occupied. This flruck him fo forcibly» 
that when he entered the fortrefs, he fidd to Un- 
gern, who accompanied him» ^' Baron» embrace the 
** unfortunate Iwan, for you will never fee him 
*' more/' He faid true ; and we are now going to 
fee him terminate his career by a fri^tful deaths 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIL 

MixowjrsGiij a Ruffian officer y forms the extraordinarf 
frojed of delivering Iwan IIL^-^His motives. -^M^aris 
if accomplifhing bis deJtgn.-^He bribes feveral foldiert 
if the f rinces guard. — He employs force to win at his 
room.^^The officers entrujied with the charge of Iwan 
refolve to majfacre bim^ rather than deliver him to 
Mirruntfcb.-^lmfreffion^ which Iwan* s corpfe make 
upon him.'^He Jurrenders bimfelf a prifoner.^^Is 
tried-^and executedsr^Accounts refpeiSing Iwan^s fa^ 
mlj.^^Charaéler and defcription cf Anne^ Iwan* s 
niêther.''^Fortrejfesj to which this family isfucceffive^ 
fy transferred.'-^Treatmenftj which' they experience.'^^ 
Aniens death. — That of her huJbdHd.-^Catharine IL 
takes care of their children. 

X WO officers, one catted Ulajief^ a captain, the o« 
thcr Tçbekiny 7L lieutenant, had beeh appointed to 
guard [wan, and confequently it behoved them to 
be in his apartment. A compatiy of about a hundred 
men were in the fortrefs. Six foldiers were detached 
to guard the corridor, which led to the door of the 
prince's rooto, and the paffages, which met there. 
The reft w^re in the main body of the guard, at the 
gate, and in different other parts of the fortrefs un- 
der the command of the governor. It was then the 

.,. regîmcttÊ 
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regiment of Smolenlkoi quartered in the village o£ 
Schluflelburg, who furnilhcd this guard, which was 
relieved every week. Such was the ftate of matters 
when a fab-lieutenant, called VqffHi'Mirowit/cb^ 
formed the wild plan- of delivering Iwan, expecting 
to make his fortune, if this prince ihould be refto- 
red to the throne.* This foldier was grandfon to the 
rebel of the,&me .name, who had taken the -fide of 
Mazeppa, Hatman of the CoiTacs, who revolted a- 
gainfi Peter the Great, and joined Charles XII. in 
the war, which thefe princes waged againft each o- 
ther in Ukr^ne.. Mirowitfeh had petitioned 
for the reftitution of his grandfather's fortune, 
which had been confiicated after the battle of Pul- 
towa ; ahd beciufe the Empreis.had refuied his re- 
peated felicitations, he formed the plan, which we 
have juft now mentioned. To this he was inftiga- 
ted both by ambition and vengeance ; two paffipns, 
which may well give courage to hatch plots,. l^ut 
cannot furnifh the means of putting them in execu- 
tion. Therefore thofe of Mirowitfch, a man with- 
out fortune and fupport, were not in any fliape pro- 
portioned to the boldnefs of his enterprife. ' 

Some months before he put it in execution, be- 
ing at Kafan, he imparted it to a lieutenant in the 
regiment of Veliki-lacki, whofe name was Apollo 
Ufchakoff. Thefe two confpirators went, to the 
church of the Virgin^ there took an oath on the al- 
tar 
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taf to be fecret and faithful to oùe another, atnd 
joining fanatîcifm to treafon, they fupplicated the' 
Almighty to proteft their defigns. They alfo pre- 
pared a manifefto, which they pfopofed to pubUfli 
fb foon as Iwah Ihould be fet at liberty. BKit in xKii 
plot, it \^as not the manifefto, that was inofl: diffi^ 
cult to compofe atnd circulate; it was the execution^' 
which was the height of inadnefs, while the manifefto' 
was nothing but childifh fluff. The execution Was 
delayed till the fine feafon, becaùfe it was imagined 
the Emprefs would then make an eicnrfion to Li* 
vonia. Very foon after Mirowitfch joined his re- 
giment at Schliiffelburg, but his confident Ùfchakoff 
was drowned by accident on the 29th of March as 
lie was going to Smolènlko. 

Deprived of his affiftance^ Mirowitfch, cotild find 
no body, as is fuppofed, in whom he could placd 
the fame confidence; He however founded a court 
domieftic, called Tikon Cafatkin, and ufed no fmalt 
artifice to infpire him gradually with the notions^ 
with which his own head was crammed. He want* 
ed to employ him, if need required, as a cool ufe^ 
ful for forwarding his plans. He alfo difclofed him- 
felf to Semen Tchevaridèf, a Lieutenant of Artil- 
lery. He communicated to the latter, in ambigu- 
ous îtnd îndireft terms, his plan of delivering Iwan^ 
and committing to him the charge of the regiments 
in gafrifon at St Peterfburg, but he ^oke of it on^ 
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ly as a plan, tie execution of which was deferred 
till an indeterminate period, and without difcoverin^ 
himfelf 2^ the author. 

It was with fo much attention and precaution iir 
cafe of bad fuccefs, that Mirowitfch prepared to exe- 
cute this perilous enterprife. He. did duty in the* 
fortrefs for a week without finding a ikigle oppor* 
tunity favourabfe to his views. He obfervcd how- 
ever, and made a^ mark on the Prince*^s room door^ 
that he might ksxow it a^in. He fhowed it to hm 
friend Semen Tchevaridef, who had come frem S% 
Peterfbwg to pay him a vifit. At the end of the week 
his duty in the fortrefs was to pnd, according to the 
eftabUfhed nde, but he foficited, and obtained under 
feme fair pretext, permiflion ta continue there, and 
thought he had found the moment of aââon on^ 
the evening of the 4th or 5th of July old ftyle. He 
liad imagined th^t the foldiers on guard with hii» 
that day, would be more eafily feduced, than thofe^ 
who had been relieved ; but it did not appear, that he 
was fure of any of them, except JacobPifkoff. It wa«* 
only at ten o'clock at night he made the firft coi!Q^ 
munication of his deligja to three corporals, aod 
two foldiers, who at firft refufeé abfolutely to join 
him^ However being aided by PilkoflF, he was by 
Bis infinuations at laft fuccefsful in perfuading theia 
to favour his fcheme. They engaged to fécond hino^ 
but he could not g^ them to aâ with that refolu* 

tio& 
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4ion and coiange, whkh the circumCtanccs xequv»; 
red. On the conuraiy they contiaued a long tiate 
irrefolute, and the fear of clanger affeâed diem fi> 
ftrong^y, that they j^HTopoied to delay it till a more 
favourable œomçmt. Mirowitfch ^peared at firft t^ 
yield to their arguments, and carefully conceale4 
what he though of their fears j but about two o'clock 
next morning, he Denewed his importunity, and 
by arguments and money, which he diftributed 
among them, and which aûsumôre efficadoufly than 
reafoning ; by promifcs of the greateft rewards, and 
/of a conûderable {nromotion ; and in fliort by the 
authority, which his ranlç of commanding officer 
gave him over them, he fo.effeâ:ually wrought upon 
them, that they recovered courage, and determi» 
ned inftantly to fupport him with all their might. 

With the affiftance of thefe fix men, and with- 
jQUt lofing a moment^ he ordered about forty f(^^ 
diers, who were pn guard in this part of the for- 
tre^, fome on watch» others half aileep, to load 
their fufees and follow him. He met \irith the more 
ready obedience, that he ûld he had received orders 
from the Emprels, and befwre they could dive into 
his defign, he conduced th^m to Iwan^s apart- 
ment. He approacbyed the paflage, which com- 
inunicateç with it, when he met with BerednikofF^ 
jcomxn^dant of the fort, who was going to bed, 
but upoi) receiving advice from a foldier^ in whom 

' - ' Z 2 h^ 
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^e had confidence, he had quickly drcffcd* himfdf 
and come to oppofe Mirowitfch. He fummoned 
him to declare the caufe of the difturbançe he obr* 
ferved. Mirowitfch anfwered him only by a blow on 
the head, with a fufee, which ftunned him. He gave 
him in charge to two ftrong trufty men, and contî^ 
pued his way with the reft of his party. He then ap- 
peared in the paflage, that led to the joom, where the 
prince wzs fleeping, ordered the two fentinels, whom 
he found there, to retire, and on their refuCil com- 
pianded his followers to fire upon them. The fen- 
tinels being fupported by fix of their companions 
made a fmart return to Mirowitfch's partir, who 
were executing his orders. Then the aftion was 
.going to take place in this corridor, when the*fol- 
(diers, led on by Mirowitfch, aftoniflied at this re- 
fiftance, which tliey did not expeft, perceived they 
were deceived, and retired with precipitation, in* 
fpite of the eflforts of their leader, whom they told 
they would not obey, unlefs he produced the order, 
3which, he faid, he had received from the Emprefs. 
Mirowitfch then read them a paper prepared by 
himfelf, at the foot of which was a counterfeit fig- 
yiature of the Emprefs', /nd as it was not difficult tq 
deceive men fp ignorant, the greateft part pf whom 
could not read, he again got them perfiiaded by 
jnean$ of prayers,, promife;s, and threats to a fe^ 
cond attempt immediately. During this Ihort in- 

ferv^l 
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jerval, they brought to him a cannon from the baf, 
tiun, which he himfelf pointed againft the paffage» 
which led to the prince's chamber. At the fight of 
this the door was infiantly opened, and all his men 
eiktered without oppofition, 

ULÀ31EF and Tchekin, the two oflSicers, who as 
already mentioned, were guarding the prince in the 
iafide of his apartment, had repulfed the firft attack; 
ofthe affailants, by making the fentinels fire upon 
them ; but when the cpnfpirators returned to thç 
charge with cannpn, they knew that refiftance was 
onpofiible, and therefore adopted the cruel refolu- 
tion of raaffacring the unfortunate prince,* whoni 
Mirowitfch wifhed to take from them. There; are 
fome writers, who have maintained, that thefe of- 
^cers had only followed their inftruftions — Alas! 
If it was fp, k muft be acknowledged that ambition 
is very cruel. 

The unhappy Iw£^n had awaked at the noife of 
the cries, and reports of the fufees. He had ftarted 
out of beds aïid although naked and without any 
arms, but defpair and a vigorous conftitution, he 
had oppofcd his guards with great refolution. Se- 
veral times he parried the ftrokes aîmed at him, and 
with his own hand, though wounded, had broken 
one of their fwords, with which he had defended 
himfelf, till overpowered by numbers, and covered 
^ith wounds, he was at laft killed by a wound on 

the 
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Ae bade» Then âiè two officers evening the door 
^widi Ticdnce, and ikowing the prince's bloody ix>- 
jdj to Mbrowitfch's party, esdaisied, Tbere is jaut 

fLtnpCTÙTm 

At this fpeâadd Mirowi^dli drew badk with h<»r« 
ror and furprile» but very foon recovering his ^i« 
riti, he attempted no new effort for his defence, 
Imt returned with 'the moft perfeél tranquiHity to 
the Governor, whom he had ^yen in charge to his 
adherents, and delivering up his fword to him, he 
£dd coolly } / am now ymr pri/oner* 

The following day, the body of Iwan, covered 
only with a ihirt and a pair df drawers, was expcu 
fed to the view oi the garrifon. An immenfe con- 
courfe of people went thither from all parts. It was 
impoflibl&rto defcribe the indignation and forrow, 
wMch appeared in the geftures, countenances and 
language of thofe, whofe eyes beheld this unfortiu 
Date prince, who after haying fat on a throne, froni 
which his misfortune, not his fault had pulled, him 
down, had fpent his miferable days \n a gloomy 
prifon, from wluch he got out, only to conclude 
them by a death as tragical as premature» M thç 
the croud was increafing, and might occ^fion fome 
difiurbance, it was wifely judged to put an end to 
this horrible fight. Iwan's corpfe was wrapped in 
a fheep-ikin, laid in axoffin, and buried in an old 
chapel, which was deftroyed fome years ago. 

Count 
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Cotfvt Panîn, who commanded at St PetcrlBurg, 
in abfence o£ the Enqprtefi then in Livonia, dif^ 
patched a meflênger to infornv her of this events 
and at £ime time fent her a copy 6f the fooli& mzn 
nifeflo, which Mirowitfch propofisd to circulate aL 
tcr the fuccefe of his eiiterprife» and which they 
foimd upon him. It reprinted Catharine as » 
twofold ufi^rper, a«d Iwan as the only lawful fove- 
rei^y which the Ruffians bûght to choofe for them-. 
Idvesv Gatharine difilained to look at this libel, but 
ihe gave orders for puniihing Mirowitfch's wicked 
attempt according to the rigour of the laws, and 
Weymar, Lieutenant-general, was named to go ta 
ScUi^dburg to examine the traitor and his accom* 
plices, and to procure fuch information, as^ might 
hdp to ^fcoirer the circumftances of tlus plot. Du^ 
ting the precognition, which was not long^ Miro^ 
witfch behaved with fo much audacity, that he af« 
toniflied the judges. He was condemned to be be- 
headed and IÛS body to be burned along with th^ 
fcaffold, on which he was to die. This fentencc 
was executed at St Pcterfburg on the 26th day of 
September. An immenfe multitude attended at t^e 
death of this man, who was rather mad than wicked, 
and to the place of execution preferved an undaunt- 
ed countenance, and the courage of a man, who 
died in a good caufe ; and indeed he continued to 
lepeat that he was a maf tyr* When he arrived at 

the 
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the place of punîfliment, he furveycd the apparaiti^ 
with coolnefs, caft at the executioner à difdainful 
look, croffed himfelf, without uttering a finglc 
word, prefented his neck to the axe, arid received 
the deadly blow. He was the only one among the 
confpirators, who fuflPered death. His accomplices 
were condemned to different punilhmeints accord- 
ing to the degree of their guilt, Pifkoff who was 
the moft criminal, run twelve times under the rods 
of a line of a thoufand foldiers, and five of the moft 
guilty after him, run ten times along the fame line. 
They were afterwards fent to the public works ; a; 
fentence fcarcely lefs cruel than death itfelf. We 
fhall obferve without entering more mînutely into 
tfcefe executions, that more than fifty perfons were 
implicated in Mirowitfch's plot j that Caralkin and 
Tchevaridef were found guilty of having had crimi- 
nal convcrfations with him, and Nikita Lebedef 
was punilhed for not having uhdeceived the foldiers 
by making them underftand the falfity of the Impe- 
rial orders forged by Mirowitfch. 

We confider it our duty not to conclude the hif- 
tory of Prince I wan, without faying a word of his 
family. Anthony Ulric of Brtmfwick, his father 
was the fon of Ferdinand Albert, and of Antoniette 
fitter to the unfortunate Charlotte Chriftina, who 
had married the Czarowitfch Alexis. He was bro- 
ther to the laft Duke Charles of Brunfwick, and.tô 

the 
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the cclebratisd General Prince Ferdinand. Anthony 
Ulric was born in the year 1714. On his arrival at 
St Peterfburg ih 1738 he was allowed to marry 
Anne, Prîncèfs of Mecklen burgh, prefumptive heir- 
èfs of the Empire, and in 1739 this marriage was 
celebrated with great pomp. Who t^rould have ima- 
gined, fays Manftein, tliait this union would one 
day bring upon them the grèaiteft mifery, and that 
this prince, whom they invited to fi:ll the throne of 
Ruâïa, would find on it nothing but exile and cap- 
tivity for himfelf and his wife. 

Tms pYincefs, born in the year 17 18, and invit- 
ed to Ruffia in 1731, by her aunt, the Emprefs' 
Anne^ had embraced the Greek teligion, and ha- 
ving been again baptized, 'fhe had changed her naine 
from Elizabeth Chriftina, into that of Anne, under 
which fhe is known in hiftory. In 1739, Ihe mar- 
ried, as has been juft liow faid, prince Anthony Ul- 
tic of Brunfwick, from '^^i^hich iiliarriage prince Iwan 
fprung. We have feen the nature of the revo- 
lution, which took from het, along with liberty, 
the adminiftratlon of affairs during the minority of* 
her foil. It is faid, fhe Was hot forry at feeîng the 
reins of ernpire taken from her, and would not have 
regretted it, if fhe had been fent back into her own 
native country; for fhe had been often heard to fay, 
that fhe longed only for the majority of her fori, td 
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throw off a burden, which had been laid on her' 
flioulders, without her own confent. 

Indeeb nobody could be worfe calculated for bu- 
fincfs thati this princefs. Bufinefs was to hex a pu- 
«ifliment, and Ihe hated even-the very name jôf it> 
She therefore never appeared in council^ and gav& 
herfelf up wholly to her minifters. It was General 
Munich who had over her the greateft afcendancy^ 
xlurfcd her in this criininal indolence, by telling her^ 
t-kat as flie was the greateft princefs in Europe, fhe 
had only to give orders, and her minifters would 
rid her of every uneafinefs. This language, in the 
mouths of all an:ibitious miaifters, has delivered? 
more than one prince over to a fecurity, equally fa- 
tal to his own glory, and to the happinefe of his- 
fiibjecls. 

. Tfie prince, her hufband, who was i'mpatient un-* 
der his misfortune, perpetually reproached her with 
it, and never could forgive her for having vo-* 
luntariîy accelerat-ed the ruîn of her family, by con- 
/cealing from him the alarming accou-nts flie was- 
from time to time receiving abont Elizabeth's plans, 
which he would have oppofed at the riikof bis life. 
Anne's apathy enabled her to bear thefe reproaches- 
without refentiiig them, and fhe ingenuoufly main- 
tained, that all had happened for the beft, and that 
Ihe was happy at having prevented the effufion of 
blood 

* As • 
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As to her pcrfon, the Regent Anne was of 
good ftature, and of a charming figure. Nothing 
could be more pleafant than her look, nothing more 
harmonious than her voice. She had got a complete 
education, fpoke feveral languages with eafe, and 
poffefled a variety of agreeable accomplifliments, 
which, it muft be owned, were more fuitable to a 
woman fond of the liberal arts, than to an Emprefs, 
or to her, who was to dîfchargé the duties of a So- 
vereign. She repofed a blind confidence, which 
degenerated into obfeffion, in Baronefs Julianne de 
Mengden, an ambitious woman, to whom every 
mean of accomplifliing her purpofe, appeared law- 
fol. She herfelf was governed by her brother, and 
her hufband, two infatiable courtiers, who would 
have fwallowed up the revenues of Ruffia, if Anfie'g 
regency, had continued any longer. After .having 
removed Anne and her family from court, Elizabeth 
made her be a&ed, if flie had any favour to folicit. 
Inftead of afking liberty or permiffion for herfelf and 
relations to pafs into Germany, Anne begged £hc 
might be allowed to take the Baronefs de Mengden 
along with her. Elizabeth granted this requeft, at 
which flie was more aftoniflied than fatisfied; but 
the favourite, who had ho more favours to obtain, 
and laboured under the faults of all her kind, re- 
paid her mîftrefs with ingratitude, and feigned fick- 
peÊ that fixe might not be obliged to attend her. 

• A a 2 After 
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After having languiihed more than eighteen 
months in the fortreis of Riga, where ihe had a 
inifcarriage,'Anne and her family were removed to 
Dunamunde, as we have abready obferved. In this 
paflage the common foldiers, who accompanied 
them, plundered the greateft part of their e&âs, 
and this unfortunate faniily arrived at Dunamunde 
in the moil deftitute fituation. Anne there bore a 
princefs, who received the name of Elizabeth. At 
that time fhc was in want of nothing, for the Em- 
prefe, who had been informed of her iituation, had 
given orders for furnifliing the iliuftrious prifoners, 
with whatever they Ihould afk. She even carried 
her attention the length of procuring to them alj 
the convenicncics and pleafures, that can be epjoy^ 
cdby perfons deprived of liberty. 

From Dunamunde they were transferred to Ora- 
jiicnburg, afterwards to Smolenlkoi-Oftrof, and at 
laft to Kolmogorod, fituated on one of the ifles of 
the Dwina, about eighty werfls from Archangel 
They were lodged in the monaftery, from which 
^he Archimandrite, and the monks had been expeU 
led, and for greater fecurity, it was fur rounded 
with two rows of palifades. No fentinel appeared 
without ; the guard was llationed within, and the 
foldicrs, inftead of an uniform, were clothed like 
pcafants 5 fo that uqlefs you had been warned, you 
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coul4 not have fufpeâed that there were in Ùm mo- 
paftery any prifoners of fo great confequence. 

For the fupport of thefe unfortunate perfons in 
this abode, as frightful for its fituation 2^ for the 
indetnency of the cHmate^the Emprefs had affigned 
a fum more than fufficient, but it was entrufted to 
faithlefs hands. The benevolent intentions of Eli- 
i^abeth werp therefore defeated, and thefe illuflrious 
prifoners, who ought to have had every thing in 
abundance, were almoft in want pf the neceflaries 
of life. The Prince of Brunfwick, notwithftanding 
the diftance, and his guards, found means of ma- 
king his complaints reach the throne, and the Em- 
pref3, indignant, banifiied the faithlefs adminiftrators 
into Siberia, changed the guard, and gave peremp- 
tory orders, to provide this family with whatever 
could afford any mitigation of their fufferings.— 
Thefe orders were punftually obeyed. 

Notwithstanding this change, and this kind 
of profperity, Anne could not bear 'the climate, and 
exhaufted by the eflFefts of a delivery, which the bad 
ftate of her health rendered unfavourable, flie died 
on the-' 18th of March 1746, at the age of twenty 
eight years. Her hufband in whofe arms flie ex- 
pired, in vain wifhed to accompany her to the 
grave, but the cruel fates, which deprived hini of 
all that was dear to him in the world, denied him 
|his confolation. The body of this unfortunate 

prinççfs 
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princefs was carried to St Peterfburg, and buried in 
the church of St Alexander Newlki. The prince, 
her hufband had the misfortune to furvive her thir- 
ty five years. He died at Kolmogorod in thé year 
1781, after thirty nine years confinement, and in 
the fixty feventh year of his age. 

Catharine II, who had nothing more to fear 
from this family, wifhed.not to infult humanity 
without ^ caufe, and the children of this unfortu- 
nate couple have been fet at liberty. In the very 
year of their father's death, two princes, and prin- 
cefles, of whom the oldeft was more than forty 
years of age, were conveyed from Kolmogorod to 
Archangel, and thence tranfported in a veffel to 
Bergen in Norway, where .they were embarked 
for Horfens fituated in Jutland, in the diocefe of 
Arhuus, a port on the Baltic fea., ,Thcre they 
are now under the proteftion, and care of their 
aunt the queen dowager of Denmark, and. the Em- 
prefs of Ruffia has fettled on them a confiderable 
penûon for their fuppqrt. 

CHAR 
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CHAP. XIII. 

îiEPARruRE from St Peierjburg on our way to Mo/cow^ 
— Preparations for this journey. — Highways* — Vil^ 
lages. — Peaf ants' hicts. — Accounts of the people in the 
country. — Their way of living. — Poji-houfes. — Diffi- 
culty in procuring frejh horfes. — What is the caufe of 
it.-— Way of obviating this inconvenience.^ 

1 HE feafonand our bufinefe determined us to go 
from St Peterfburg to Mofcow, and we took leave 
of the diflFerent perfons, with whom we had formed 
acquaintance during our ftay in the capital. They 
advifed us to make provifion for this journey, and 
to attend to the moft minute articles, if we wiflied 
to avoid not only the inconvenience of fatigue, but - 
the abfolute want of thofe things, which make it be 
forgotten, ot at leaft enable travellers to bear it with 
patience. We profited by this advice, not like peo- 
ple, who wifh to make themfelves eafy every where, 
but who wifh to be ill accommodated no where oii 
the road. Confequently the fledges, which we en- 
gaged, were in the befl: ftate, and extremely clofe. 
Our pelifles might have fupplied the place of beds 
for canons, and our provifions might have decora»* 
ted their fide boards. 

' On our way out of St Peterfburg we found /an 
«cellent caufeway, Ikirted with trees on both fides^ 

^ and 
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and provided with foot-paths. At every werft a 
fmall column of granate or marble announces to the 
traveller his diftance from the metropolis. This 
road, which is kept in repair likç all in the vicinity 
of the refidence of fovereigns, is moft beautiful, but 
extends no farther than Inchora, which is only thir- 
ty five werfts from the capital, and the laft village 
you fee, before you enter into an immenfe foreft, 
through which you have to pafs, to the extent of 
more than a hundred and thirty werfts. This leads 
to the neighbourhood of Novogorod, where that 
called the Mofcow- highway begins. As it runs in a 
ftraight line through an extenfive fei^ies of woods^ 
the length of more than fix hundred and eighty 
werfts, there is not in the world a more wearifome* 
road, not even excepting thofe in Spîûn, and Por- 
tugal. As the fledge is a carriage that admits of 
reading, books deceived the duUneis of the road. 
The velocity of the fledge however renders the life 
of them painful to the eyes, for the reft of which 
we found one expedient. From reading we pafled 
to meditation, and from this to fleep. During 
thefe alternate amufemen ts the fledges continued to . 
run, we added werft to werft, and arrived at the 
end of our journey.-.. In this tedious road, you pc- 
ver get out of the foreft, except when you mctt . 
with villages, around which there arc fome hun* 
dreds of acres in culture. It is too obfervable that 

the 
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the peafant has cleared them only for what Was bare- 
ly neceflary for his fubfiftence, and that he has been 
forced to this by the ftate of fervitude, in which he 
lives, for his time is rather his lord's than his own» 

This road prefervcs always the fame breadth, and 
is formed in a way quite Angular. Trunks of trees 
parallel to one another, are laid acrofs. Thefe are 
bound in the middle, and at the end^, by long thick 
fpars or rafters, fixed to the ground by ftrong ftakes. 
They are then covered with a bed of branches of 
trees, on which is laid a thick coat of fand and 
earth. Thefe roads are very fine, when newly made 
cm: repaired, but when the trunks are damaged, or 
entangled in the ground 5 when the fand, which co- 
vers them, is carried off by the rains ; in this cafe, 
which occurs often in a few werfts, the road pre- 
fents only a feries of holes and floughsi which ren- 
der the Hedge, the moft unfupportable of all carri- 
ages. Where the road is not entirely fmoothed, 
you are fcarccly better off. It is a perpetual fuccèf- 
fion of furrows, like a cultivated field, and the mo- 
tion of the carriage is a ceafelefs Ihake, worfe to 
bear, than that oceafioned by the moft unequal 
pavement. To ride in a fledge without uneafinefs, 
it is abfolutely neceffary that the road be entire, or 
that the fnow be frozen, and have filled up all the 
holes, and made the furface equal. We had this 
advantage on almcft all our way. The Emprefs 
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pays well, the peafants are much tormented ancf 
fqueezed for the fupport of the roads i^ but the un- 
dertakers are more defirous of filling their purfes^ 
than the tracks. 

The villages to be met with every now and then 
upon the road, bear an uniform refemblance to one 
another. They have a fingle ftreet formed by cot- 
tages of wood, hardly to be diftinguifhed from hou- 
fes of brick. Thefe are good dwelling, though 
conftruâed în the coarfeft manner. They are built 
ib as to refift the rigour of the climate. This is the 
principal aim of all who build. We noticed that 
the figure of them all was an oblong fquare, inclo** 
fing a court, having the look of a large barn, oh the 
outfide. In one of the corners of this inclofed fpacc 
is the part of the houfe inhabited by the family, fa- 
cing the ftreet of the village, with an outfide-ftair^ 
This contains one, or at moft two apartments. Beds- 
are unknown in this country. In all the houfes o£ 
the Ruffian peafants, there are never more than twa 
for the heads of the family, in which they fleep with 
their clothes on, one at the head, another at the 
foot. The reft of the family lie on benches, on the 
ground, or more readily on the ftove ; a kind of 
brick-ovcn, which occupies almoft a quarter of the 
room, and is flat on the top. Often the men, wo- 
men, and children fleep promifcuoufly, without any 
regard to fex or condition,, and frequently in a ftaté 
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^T nature. In fome cottages wc perceived a fort of 
-érame, fix or fcvcn feet high, which they fliift at 
pleafure from one end of the room to the other. In 
the centre of this, there are feveral planks fixed ho- 
rizontally above one another, upon which the mem- 
f>crs of the family fleep, often with their feet and 
liead hanging.; a poftnce very ftrainiiig for Grangers 
not accuftomed to this kind of bed. 

The great number of people, fometimes twenty, 
contained in this fmall fpace, added to the heat of 
theftove, renders the room, for the greater part of 
the time, inhabitable by none but the Ruffian "pea^ 
iants. it too emits a fuffocating fcnell, which cu{l 
torn alone makes fijpportable. This inconvenience 
is ftill greater in the houfes, in which there are no 
chimneys, and no outlet for the fmoke. If during 
îthe night you wifli to open the (hutters for relief, and 
for reftoring the air, a fliarp frofty wind from vnth- 
out, foon forces you to prefer the heat and ftrong 
imell of tlie room, along with the, fmoke collected 
there. But, as we only went upon thefe ovenç 
withcmt continuing, and as we had to refrefii, our- 
felves after the fatigues of the day, a profound fleep 
fpared us all thefe difagreeable circumûances. 

In the middle of each room was fufpended to the 
cieling, a veffel full of holy water, and a lamp, 
which is lighted only on grand occafions. It gives, 
0X rather is intended to give light to a bog, coarfely 
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painted, and exaâly like the village images that are 
to be found in Catholic countries. But, the honeft ; 
Ruffians, when they rife and go to bed, do not for 
this omit to ftand up before this bedaubed figure, 
for feveral minutes, performing numerous zâs of 
ivor£hip, and the moft devout, proûrating theiji- 
felves on the ground. We noticed that the Bogs in 
almoft all the villages, were a St Nicholas, or a St 
Alexander Newlki. 

The Ruffian peafants are very polite to one ano- 
ther. They lift there hats when they meet, bow 
frequently, and with much ceremony. In common 
converfation they fpeak with much action, never 
give over making geftures, and in particular exprefs 
refpeft for their fuperiors in the moft fervile way. 
The German*;, and almoft all the peafants of the 
North, refemble the Ruffians in this refped. 

The country people in Ruffia are well clothed, 
well lodged, aiid appear to have a wholefome and 
plentiful diet. Their rye bread at firft offends the 
eye, but is a nourifliing food, and whep people arc 
accuftomed to it, there is nothing difagreeable in it." 
If they be hungry, they think it excellent, if they 
have travelled forty werfts, without getting any 
thing, they think it delicious. The peafants fea- 
fon it, by a mixture of onions, oat-meal, carrots, 
green wheat and oil. At fome other time, we Ihall 
§)eak of their other aliments. Here we fliall only 

obferve, 
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X)bferve, that mulhrooms are fo common in this 
country, that they make a very confiderable part 
of the diet of the inhabitants. The variety, of this 
vegetable is furprifing. It is of feveral colours, 
white, black, brown, yellow, and deep red. The 
common drink of the peafants is quafe, a fermented 
liquor, which taftes like iiew-wort, of which wc 
have already made mention. It is adminiftered as 
an excellent anti-fcorbutic. A French phyfician, 
fettled at St Peterfburg, confirmed us in this opi- 
nion, and had fent the receipt to Paris. 

I^ Ruffia, frefh horfes are only to be had at the 
intervals of fifty wcrfts, (upwards of thirty fix miles 
Britifh,) This is not too long a ftàge, when the 
froft has made the roads fmooth, and except in 
time of froft, there is no travelling in Ruffia. At 
leaft no body will attempt it, if he be not compelled 
by imperious neceffity. The peafants, who furnifli 
poft horfes, are called Jamjhicsj and are obliged to 
find them to couriers and travellers at a very mo- 
derate rate. But as an indemnification, they are 
exempted from the capitation tax, and military fer- 
vice, and even enjoy certain privileges. But as 
they are fo poorly paid for their horfes, they give 
them only with reluctance. As foon as any perfon 
prefents himfelf for a change of horfes, they colleâ: 
and difpute in a way, that would amufe any one, 
|)ut a traveller bent on getting forward. An Eng- 
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iifh man, aHkà Chancelier^ has committed a divert* 
ing Uunder on this point. He has faid in his tnu. 
vels, that the Ruffian pesûfants difputed, who ihould 
have the honour of fupply ing him with horfes, whik, 
on the contrary they were difputing who ihould 
not fupply him with horfes. When a man writes 
on a country without underfianding its language» 
he is liable on every occaiion to fall into fuch 
miftakes. 

An hour is often not fufficient to fettle the di^ 
pûtes of thefe peafants. The Poft-maftef muft of* 
ten interfere, and compel them to caft lots. When 
a traveller is under the abfolute neceffity of makinjg 
difpatch, befides his p^port, he muft be accompa- 
nied by a Ruffian foldier. Then the difputes among 
the Jamfhics become lefs frequent, for it can be 
hardly imagined how much the foldicr*s cane fliort. 
ens their controverfies, how fummarily it determines 
^heir debates, and how it brings out the horfes the 
moment they are afked for. In thefe travels the 
paffion of the Ruffians for fîngîng may be noticed. 
The poftilions ling the whole ftage, the foldiers fin^ 
while on their march, and the peafants fing yAAl/^ 
engaged in their work ; the taverns refound with 
fpiritual fongs, and at night a traveller arrives in 
the midft of fongs, from all the neighbouring villages. 

The moft confiderable, that we found on our 
way from Inchora to Novogorod, was Tfchoudovo. 

It 
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It ftands at the foot of a hiU, on the top of which 
is a monaftery very pifturefquely fituated. The lake 
Irez walbes the walls of the Monks' indofure, and 
furrounds the village. The houfe, in which thefc 
pious coenobites dwell, is of brick, and by its height 
bears a Angular contraft, to the peafants*- humble 
cottages, with which it is furrounded. 

While thePoft-maftcr was fettling the difputes of 
the Jamfhics, we amufed ourfelves with examining a 
plough and a harrow at his door. We could not 
enough admire the workmanfhip. The plough was 
the fimpleft thing imaginable, and the harrow was 
nothing but a rough colleâion of trunks of youn^ 
fir trees. If thefe inftrumcnts be attended with the 
leaft poffible expence, it muft be acknowledged at 
fame time, that they are weak and infufficient for 
tearing from the earth the fruits demanded of it ; 
for they reach only the furface, and in this climate 
the earth mull be tormented, not carefled. 

CHAP. 



200 TRAVELS IN RIJSSIA. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Arrival at Novogorod. — Hijiorical accounts of. this city* 
— // becomes a democratic republic. — How it lofes its 
liberty. — Defcription of this city. — Bonitza-Gorod. — ' 
Views. — Monajiery oflwerfkoi. — Vijhnei Volofchok. — 
Canal, to which this city gives its name. — Twer.-^ 
Defer ipt ions. — Humane infiitutions of Catharine IL 
-^Commodities and commerce of Twer. 

NOVOGOROD, at which we arrived the third 
day after our departure from the capital, is the firft 
on the road from St Peterfburg to Mofcow, It is 
a hundred and eighty fix werfts diftant from the 
former, and five hundred and forty eight from the 
ktter. As you go in, you are ftruck with the fad 
fpeftacle of the ruins of its ancient grandeur. It is 
one of the moft ancient cities in Ruffia. In former 
times it was called Great Novogoi*od, to diftinguifli 
it from all towns of the fame name. According to 
Neftor, both it and Kiow Were built in the middle 
of the fifth century, by a horde of Sclavonians, who, 
if credit be due to Procope, came from the banks 
of the Wolga. A paffage in Jornandes, who wrote 
the hiftory of the Goths, leaves no doubt about the 
antiquity of Novogorod. He fpeaks of it under the 
name of the New-City, which is of the fame mean- 
ing with Novogorod. No more mention is made 

of 



TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. mx 

of it till the ninth century, the sera when Rurick 
the Firft, Grand Duke of Ruffia, made a, conqucft 
of it, and chofe it for the capital of his extenfive 
dominions. He died in the year 879. The year 
following his fon Igor, or rather Oleg, who was 
this princes' tutor, took poffeffion of Klow, and 
made it the capital of the dominions belonging to 
the Grand Dukes of Ruffia. From that period No- ' 
vogorod was governed, firft by officers fent by the 
Grand Dukes, then by the younger princes of their 
houfe, who granted it fo great privileges, that it 
•beca«ne almoft a ircCy and independent city. It evea 
obtained the right of cleding its own fovereighs, 
who no more depended on the Grand Dukes of 
Ruffia. 

The controul, which the inhabitants of Novogo- 
jod afifuibed over iheir princes, was fuch, that the 
latter enjoyed only the femblance otfovereignty, and 
the government degenerated into a pure democra- 
cy; a kind of government, which cannot make a 
people happy, but when the laws command the 
multitude, and not the. multitude the laws. 

NpvoGOROD had the happinefs of good laws, and 
and of refpeding them. Then it enjoyed liberty, 
and its ineftimable advantages. It extended' its 
commerce, became the mart of whatever ûipplies 
the ACaticxities got from Ruffia. Its opulence, its 
population^ its. conqucfts, or rather its colonies, 

Vol. II. C c made 
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made it fo powerful and formidable, that it became' 
a proverb ; Who can oppofe the Gods, and Great No- 
vogorod^ 

This ftate of profperity, which may be always 
c A peeled by a free people, who behave fuit ably to 
tiieir fituation, Novogorod preferved till the Great 
Dukes of Ruffia, (who had come to refide at Mof- 
cow, whofe anceftors had poffefled Novogorod and 
took from it the title of Grand-Dukes) fummoned 
the citizens to acknowledge them anew for their fo- 
vcreîgn lords. After a long refiftance, fuch as might 
be expefted from men, who knew the value of li- 
berty, the inhabitants of Novogorod were forced to 
fubmit to the law of the ftrongeft. Iwan, who had 
fubdued the Tartars and feveral neighl)ouring ftates, 
advanced towards Novogorod with a formidaBle ar- 
my, vhich completely defeated that of the repub- 
lic, which was bold enough to contend with the 
tyrant's, notwithftanding the great difproportion 
in their numl?ers. The courage this little army dis- 
played was fuch, as fecured the efteem of Iwan, 
and an honourable capitulation. He gave it a go- 
vernor, left it the greater part of its laws, or at 
leaft very great privileges. It retained the moft va- 
luable portion of its franchifes, that of nominating 
its own magiftrates; andthe Ruffian Governo? takes 
no concern in public affairs, except the cognizance 
be fubmitted to him. 

But 
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But Iwan, who had been generous only from en-. 
thuiiafni, when returned to himfelf, foon repented, 
and little fatisfied with a government fo limited, as 
that, to which he had reftrided himfelf, «watched a 
favourable opportunity for renewing his attacks, 
and making himfelf abfolute mailer of Novogor.od* 
Like an able tyrant, he found means to .provoke it 
by the diffenfions, which he .ftirred up among the 
citizens, whofe interefts, the mixt government, new- 
ly efiabliflied, had divided, by making them Czarifts 
and Republicans. It is well known how favourable 
internal diffenfions are to tyrants, and with what 
addrefs they foment *hem. Thofe among the inha- 
bitants of Novogorodxame to a height. Then Iwair 
fent them word, that fince they could not agree, 
and only proftituted their liberty to the vile purpofe 
of tearing one another to pieces, he took upon him 
the talk of reftoring peace among them. Confor- 
mably to this declaration, he again entered their ci- 
ty in the year 1477, "^'^^^ ^ formidable army, leveU 
Icd its gates, made the oath of allegiance be fwom 
to him as to a fovereign, and robbed it of its liber- 
ty and privileges. Wifhing to leave no veftige of 
it, he caufed be feized and carried to Mofcow, an 
enormous bell, which the inhabitants called Vefche- 
voi'Kolokoly the Bell of Voters ^ which they revered as 
the Palladium of their liberty. It was fufperided in 
;Ac market place, and fo foon as it rung, the people 

Ç c 2 . rofe 
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VO& and ran to arms on all fides. Iwarn» who) accOt^ 
ding to the language of tyrants, called this Felt the 
i^c/in of feditioTiy thought he was ftrengtheni?ng hist 
authority by deftroying it, and the inhabitants of 
Novogorod imagined they faw their liberty faU 
with it. 

From that period the Grand Duke became abfb« 
hite mafter of their city. He left only the phantom 
of their ancient government, and in order to enfurc 
their obedience, he gave orders for the immediate 
removal of a thoufand of the principal citizens tdi 
.Mofcow, an4 to furround tlie Kremlin, or citad^^l 
with a very ftrong wall of brick. Novogorod, ne- 
Terthdcfe, continued for a long time the greatcflî 
and chief commercial city. But,, in the year 1508, 
an epidemical difeafe carried off more than fifteen 
thoufand people, which is more than double the 
number of its prefent inhabitants. It is faid, that 
in its greateft profperity, it contained four hundred 
thouùnd inhabitants ; at prefent it does not exceed! 
feven thoufand. ' The moft fatal blow was givea 
to it by Iwan II. In 1 570, he difcovered that Pimen 
archbifliop oi Novogorod, and the leading men of 
the city were carrying on ^ a treacherous correfpon- 
dence with Sigifmund Auguftus, king of Poland^ 
Then Iwan . went in perfon to Novogorod, in the 
moment when they leaft expected him^ and in or- 
der to conceal his march, it is repprted, he. caufed 
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tîic HirfdrtBnate twvclfeys, whô èam^ m MfrvWy^ bc 
maffiKTed. When aprived at No^rogorod, this prictdS 
ef crud charadcr, made blood run m ftrtamsi, and 
fecri^éed to his^ vengeamie, twenty fiv« thouÊuïd 
vidims, according to feme, and thirty thou&nd^ 
according to others. 1 hefe accounts are doubtlefi 
exaggerated ; but, to beHeve none but the hiftorians 
Elvowable. to this Czar, it will always remain a 
fnith, that en this occafion he fliowed hirafclf a ifen- 
gfrbary prince, whofe ferocity exceeds even that, 
which Chriftiern exercifed in Sweden almqft at the 
fame tim^. 

If this maffacre had haftened the rain of this un* 
forttoiate city, the foundation of St Peterfburg gave 
it the finifhing blow ; for Peter I. tranfported into 
this Êkvourite city alt the commerce of the Baltic fea> 
which was formerly carried' on at Novogorod. 

The city is ftill furronnded with an earthen ram- 
part, and à fet of old towers at equal diftances. The 
ground on which the city éands, is not above two 
werfts long, and is not all occupied with habitable 
bou&s. It is faid,. that in its fpleYidor, it contain- 
ed feveral' other divifions, which were all of a circu- 
br form, and that then it had fuburbs, which ex- 
tended to the diftance of eight werfts, including mo- 
nafteries, churches, the palaces of the ancient Dukes 
and other public buildings, whereof there are yet 
fome old remains. 

. The 
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The city ftands on the two banks, of the Wolga, 
where it iffues from the Lake Ilmen. This river is 
beautiful, deep, rapid, and much broader than the 
Thames is at London. The di\âfion Handing on the 
right bank of the river is inhabited by merchants, 
and that on the left is called the fide of Saint So- 
phia, after the name of the cathedral, which, as well 
as the archbi&op's palace, has been converted into a 
Kremlin or Cafile. Thefe divifions of the town are 
joined by a bridge, of which the arches are of wood, 
and the reft of brick. The merchant's quarter, if 
you çxcept the Governor's houfe, is nothing but an 
ugly mafs erf wood houfes, which would be very 
like an ordinary village, if it were not for a grçat 
number of churches and monafteries built of brick, 
which are ftill fianding, like fo many melancholy 
monuments of its ancient greatnefs. Yet, in this 
quarter, there are upwards of three thoufand ihops, 
but they are fo ill provided, that they alone evince 
the prefent mifery of the city. At one of the ex- 
tremities of this quarter, the Emprefs has made 
fome brick buildings be erefted, in which Ihe has 
eftaUiihed a faâory for ropes and fail-cloth. Thefe 
buildings, which are very beautiful, bear a Angular 
contraft to the cottages, which furround them. 

The Kremlin, of which we have fpoken, and 
where the cathedral once was,*has been built to côn- 
)tain the inhabitants, and to prevent the frequent ia- 

furreiaions 
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ferrccKons, to which the regret of having loft their 
Eberty inclined then>. This fortrefs is of an ovsd 
form, is irregular, and furrounded by a brick wall, 
on which there are fome round and fquare towers» 
It was built in the year 1490, under the direâion 
of the architeft Solarius of Milan, by order of Iwan 
after the coiiqueft of Novogorod. 

We thought it not worth our while to vifit the 
archbi{hop*s refidence, which is divided into the old 
and new palace. The cathedral deferves attention^ 
only, becaufe it is one of the moft ancient churches in 
Ruffia. It was begun in the year 1044 by Wolodi- 
mer, Duke of Novogorod, and finiihed in 1051. 
This was the period when the chriftian religion be- 
gan to be propagated in Ruffia, by the diligence.of the 
Greeks, who gave to this church the name of Saint- 
Sophia, after that of Conftantinople. It is a building 
raifed in form of a fquare with a gilt cupola, and four 
domes covered with pewter— The entry into this 
venerable mafs of ftones, is by gâtés of bronze, or- 
namented with differeat figures in relievo, repre- 
fcnting the paffion, and other fcenes of the hiftory 
ofChrift. 

Several princes of the family of the Czars are 
buried in this church. The firft is Wolodimer, 
who founded it, and died in the year 1051, almofi: 
as foon as he had finifhed the building of it—The 
moft ancient of thefe tombs are of wood, gilt, or 

filvered. 
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fiivcred, and furronnded with an iron gate. S0131C 
are built of bricks, the walls of the fanéhiaiy in the 
infide are covered with a curious Molaic ; the work 
is coarfe, but it appears ancient. 

As you leave Noyogorod, you come to a plaini 
'where there is a vaft extent of pafture ground. Af- 
terwards you pafs into the arms of the Wolchowia, 
and fome werfts diftant from Bonitza-Gorod, where 
you crois the Mfta on a fort of floatj^ fcarcely large 
enough for a carria^ge and two horfes. Hard by 
Bonitza-Gorod there are twp fprings, which form 
a very romantic fituation to which the peqple of 
the country, without any good grounds attribute a 
numibcr of medicinal virtues. 1 he popes, who have 
caufed a chapel jto be erefted there, in which there 
ié a famous Saint Nicolas, maintain that an offering 
to their Saint cures thofe difeafes, which the waters 
do hot cure. ïrtnt is remarkable that the'inhabi- 
tants of that neighbourhood, though they have two 
iiich infallible receipts, are fubjed to the itch, of 
which they are not eafily cured. 

This country is a little wild, but becomes more 
pleafant,.whcn you arrive at Waldai, a fmall city, 
which gives its name to the lake and hills in*its 
neighbourhood. It is fituated on the fide of an 
agreeable hiU, whence it has a moft beautiful prot 
pea:. It has the entire command of the lake, whofe 
appearance is pidurefque. The hills of Waldai, 

though 
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though of no great elevation, are the hîghefl: in this 
country, and feparate the waters, which run into the 
Cafpian fea, from thofe which are difcharged into 
the Baltic. 

As far as Zemagor, which is on the fide of the 
lake of Waldai, the country, through which the road 
runs, is moft agreeably variegated. It is interfperfed 
with a number of charming little hills, and differ- 
ent arms of the lake, from the bofom of which fe- 
veral ifles rife, mantled with wood. In the back- 
ground is a mixture of forefts, fields and meads, 
which would be to a painter of landfcapes an objeâ: 
of înexhauftible ftudy. The lake may be about 
twenty eight or thirty werflis in circumference. In 
the centre is ;an ifle, from which the monaftery of 
iwerkoi rifes to view. It was founded by the ce- 
lebrated Nikon, and dedicated to the Virgin. Out 
of the capital the Czafs have not a more beau- 
tiful 'palace. The edifice is majeftic, ,and the nu-» 
merous fteeples, which rife in the middle of thick 
groves, and overtop the higheft trees, fix the eye of 
the traveller, and mà^e him imagine that an opulent 
city, which is only the refidence of fome ofl:entatious 
monks, who have more than fifteen thoufand pea- 
fants for their flaves. 

Prom Zemagor, you go to KholilofF,' a fmall vil- 
lage, which was reduced to afhes fome years ago. 
Fires in this country will not appear furprifing to 
- Vol. II. D d any 
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a^y perfon, who refleds, that the houfes of t&tf 
peafants are all of wood, and that inftead of cait- 
dles they ufe long fplinters of fir wood, which they 
light, and carry* through all the houfe, and ofte» 
into the hay- toft, without the leaft precaution. 

You cannot reach Viflinei-Volofchok fituated on 
the banks of the Mfta, till after having travelled 
over a road covered with beamsy through very ex- 
tei;ifive moralfes, where there are a great many 
bridges, without railings^ and the moft" part of 
them in very bad ftate. But the eye is at once 
pleafed and diverted by the windings formed by the 
palifades, with which every village, garden and 
field is furrounded. As thefe intrenchments gene- 
rally confift of growing hedges, or trees extremely 
clofe, you imagine you fee in every peafants*^ houfe 
the habitation of Robinfon Crufoe on his foKtary 
Hlind. This cuftom of furrounding villages witk 
palifades in Ruffia is very ancient, for among the 
firft laws of the country there is one, which orders 
the peafants under pain of the knout, to fortify the 
to\v ns and villages in this v/ay. Their defign doubt- 
Jefs was to defend them againft the flying excurfion» 
of the larti'-i, before they had fire arms to oppofc 
them. Although tiils practice be ufelefs now a days, 
it lafts fclll amorg a people, whofe attachment to 
their oid cuftoms, is one of the; leaft equivocal parts 
of their chaiacler.^ 

VlSHN£I- 
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*Vi«HNEi-VoLoscHOK, wherc we halted, is one of 
«he largeft villages in Ruffia. It is one of thofe^ 
^which depend on the crown, and have been freed. 
ty the Emprefs, with the grant of feveral confide- 
rable privileges. It has already reaped the advan- 
tage of this. The inhabitants pafling from the ftate 
of flaves to that of freemen, feem to have loft their 
old indolence. A new fpirit of emulation and in- 
-dtiftry is diffufed among them. They have applied 
to commerce, and have underftood all the advanta- 
ges, to be ilerivod from the fituatioa of the place, 
^which they inhabit. Several cities of the Empire, 
^lîs^hich are puffed up with the vain title of metropo- 
lis, have not fuch a liyely afped as this village^ 
which has regular ftreets, a long row of fhops, and 
^ware-houfes, which fkirt the two fides of the f a* ; 
^nous canal, which begins fome werfts above the 
village, to which it has given its name. It was be- 
^n and finiflied under the reign of Peter I. with 
the defign of joining the Mfta to the Twertza, and 
by this eftablifli a communication between the Cat 
pian and Baltic feas, which was no fooner ac- 
complilhed, than a great nuniber of vefTels from 
Aftracan, SaratoflF and Czaritzin, were feen comp 
-down to St Peterfburg. But the frequent tolls they 
were obliged to pay, and the incohveniencies brought 
on this navigation by the catarafts of the Mfta, 
fvould have undoubtedly reduced it to almoft np- 
D d 2 *^î"^ 
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thing, if Catharine IL had not niade it her ftudy to 
apply a remedy. She diminiflied the tolls/ and 
erected three fluices to obviate the inconveniencics 
of the catarafts. This inftance^ among many others, 
proves, that what Peter 1. had done, would have 
been entirely loft, if his fucceffors had not adopted 
his plans. Among thofe, who guide the reins of ^ 
, an empire, they who invent and inftitute do a great 
deal, but do not they, who complete thefe invent 
tions, dp more ? 

On the road from Viflinei-Volofchok to Twer 
nothing remarkable is to be found, but the firft 
fluice on the Twertza, and the remains of the ob- 
ftacles, that were to be furmounted in conftrufting 
the canal — The view from Twer is magnificent 
ftill. It ftands on the high hanks of the Wolga, 
and for its origin is indebted to the Grand Dukes 
of Ruffia. At firft it was only a fmill fortrefs con- 
ftrucled in the year 1 182 by the orders of the, Grand 
Duke y^olodimer, for the purpofe of checking the 
incurfions of the inhabitants of Novogorod. la 
1720 the Grand Duke Jaroflaf IL made be built in 
the fame place another citadel, and a city, which 
incre^fed to fuch a degree, that it Toon became the 
capital of an independent fovereignty, known under 
the principality of Twer. For a long time it be- 
longed to the younger princes in the families of ihfi 
Grand Dukes. 
^ ' ^' Miciusi 



TRAVELS m RUSSIA- tij 

Michael Borifowitfçb was the laft prince of T^er. 
Iwan I. although his brotheran-law attacked him^' 
and obliged him to take refuge in Lithuania, wherç 
he died in the greateft mifery. Ambition laughs at 
the tieç of blood. A fhort time after, this princi- 
psdity was annexed to the empire, and never again 
feparated from it. . 

Twer is divided into an old and new town. The 
firft, fituated on the right bank of the Wolga, con- 
lifts of poor wooden houfes. The fécond, which 
was hardly any better built, about twenty years a- 
go became a prey to the flames; and this misfortune 
operated in favours of this city, for out of its alhes 
it rofe with fplendor, by the kindnefs of Cathe- 
rine IL who made it be rebuilt on a nrore modern 
plan. In confeqi:ience of this, we faw elegant ftrects 
interfering one another at right angles : the houfes 
. are chiefly of ftone, at leafl: of brick. Such as are 
of wood are done off" in the outfide with fo much 
art, that they exceed the fl:one houfes in beauty. 
Catharine II. at her own expence, built the Gpver- 
nor's. houfe, the Bifliop's palace, the hall where juf- 
tice is adminiftered, the exchange, the prifons, and 
other public edifices. To all, who were willing to 
build a houfe of brick, flie offered to lend the fum 
of fourteen hundred roubles (;C3i5 St.) for twelve 
years, free of iiitereft. The fums, which flie advan- 
ced on this occafion, amounted to near three hun- 
dred 
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dred thoufend roubles i^ôy^spo) and Ite afterwards 
withdrew a third of this fum» At prefent the new 
town coniifis of two oâagonal areas, where the fiae 
ftreets juft mentioned, terminate The houfes of 
. thefe two areas, and of the principal ftreets, arc 
built of brick, and overlaid with white ftucco^ 
which gives them' ^ magnificent appearance; and 
new Twer may be confidered as one of the fineft ci- 
ties in the world, even among nations the longeft 
civilized and moft opulent. There is a feminarjr 
tinder the infpeftion of the Bifhop, which admits 
£x hundred fiudents. 

In the year 1776, the Emprefs founded there a 
School for the inftruftion of two hundred burgeffes' 
children, who are taught to read, write, and cypher^ 
and fuch as ihow a turn, are bred to mechanical 
profeflions. 

In June 1779, an academy alfo was opened iiv 
this city, for the education of the young nobility* 
This cftablifliment is alfo indebted to the munificence 
cf her "Majefty. It was intended for a hundred and 
twenty young gentlemen, who are taught foreigu 
languages, arithmetic, geography, fortification, 
'taâics, natural philofophy, mufic, riding, arid dan- 
cing. 

An extenfive trade is carried on at Twer by means 
of the Wolga and the Twertza, which are continu- 
ally covered with boats, Thefe two riv^s, by joi^- 
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ifig near the city, give it great advantages m tranf- 
porting by water, the produélions of Siberia, and of 
the fouthern provinces to St Peterfburg, We muft 
remark, that the Wolga is the greateft: river in Eu- 
rope* It has its fourcc in the foreft of Wolkon%' 
fki, about a hundred and ten werfts from Twer. 
It begins to be navigable at a little dtftance above 
this city, and it is there much broader than the 
Thames in any part of its courfe, but it is very Ihal- 
low. Very foon after, it is augmented confiderably 
by the Twertza, which is broader, deeper, and more 
rapid. It is by means of this laft river, that the fa* 
mous communication has been eftablifhed between 
the VSTolga and the Neva, or in other vvords, be- 
tween the Cafpian and Baltic feas, which we have 
mentioned. 

The neighbourhood of Twer produces abundance 
•of wheat, rye, barley, cats, buck wheat, hemp, flax, 
and aU kinds of vegetables. In the forefts are to be 
found oaks, birches, alders, poplars, alhes, pines, 
&c. At fome diftance there are elks, bears, wolves, 
foxes, wild goats, martens, ermines, fquirrels, and 
marmots. There is alfo plenty of eagles, hawks, 
cranes, herons, fwans, and all kinds of fmall game. 
The Wolga at this place contains numbers of excel- 
lent fifhes, fuch as falmon, fterlet, tench, pike, &c. 
The Sterlet in particular is fought after by people 
of nice taltes^ as an excelleRt diih. It is an un- 

common 
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common kind of fifh, and probably found only îil 
northern countries. It is fomething of the nature 
of the fturgeon, from which it differs in colour. ' 
It ÎS alfo much fmaller, its length being feldom more 
than three feet. As the Lucullufes of St Peterfburg 
wifh their tables to be garnifhed with thejn, there 
are to be feen at all titnes on the banks of the Wol- 
ga, numbers of chefts with holes in them, in which 
the fterlct and fifties ,of equal quality, are carried a- 
lire to St Peterfburg, arid by the Okka as far as 
Mofcow. Thefe chefls float on the furface of the 
water, and are faflened to the boats, which conduâ: 
tiiem. 

From Twer to Mofcow, the road runs acrofs a 
country interfperfed with agreeable hills, fometimes 
naked, and fometimes covered with wood, and oa 
the banks of the Wolga, as far as Goroduja. Sawi- 
dowo and Klin, which you find on the road, are* 
two miferable villages. In the latter there is a Saw^^ 
Mill ; a thing too rare in this country not to attrad 
the attention of travellers. In fhort, after having 
paflfed Arfki, you defcry Mofcow and its numerous 
fleeples. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Moscow.^^Wjlory of ibis ciiy.-^Its Jituation.^'^Its^ pô* 

pulation. — Contrajls it prefents.^-^Its divifions.'^ 

^ The Kremlin. — Khitai-Gorod^- — Beloi-Gorod. — Zem* 

lianoi'Gorod. — The Jloboda or fuburbs. — The Mof- 

cowa.^ — The palace. — Particular defcriptions.-^ — ^ 

The churches. Inftde of a Greek church. — £;z^r- 

mçus bells. 

Moscow, called by the Ruffians Mojkua^ is not 
io ancient a? NcTvogorod, Kiow, Wolodimer, ot 
Twer, where the fovereigns of Ruflia rèfided before 
this city exifted, about thé origin and foundatioa 
of which, the learned of this country are not agreed* 
To throw light upon it, they have in vain dived in- 
to the obfcurity of time, whither pride goes for its 
fables aod titles; Subjoined is what ,the chronicles 
have advanced as inoft probable refpefting this cityi 

Kiow had, as we have faid, become the capital of 
Ruflia, and the Grand Dukes never thought On 
changing their rèfidence, till George fon of Wolo- 
dimer Monomaka, who reigned in the year 1147^ 
being infulted by a rich noble called Etienne Kiitfch- 
ka, took vengeance by putting him to death, and • 
confifcating his eftates, of which the fite of Mofcow 
and Its environs are a part. The two rivers, MoC 

Vol. II. E é kowa. 
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kowa and Neglina, uniting at this place, render 
. the fituation piAurefquc. It jdeafed Wolodimer, 
Who built a city there, which he named Molkua, af- 
ter the name of the principe riven At George's 
delth, his fon Andrew did not negled Mofcow, .but 
under his fux;cefflbrs this city fell into fuch decay^ 
that in the year ^295^ when the empire was divi-* 
ded, and Daniel received as his fliare, the Duchy of 
Mofcow; thçe city which Wolodimer had raifed, was 
obliged to be founded a fécond time- Daniel not 
only reared it again, but fixed his refidence ia it,^ 

The ground, occupied by the Kremlin, was no- 
thing bjif wood and morafe, in the middle of whicii' 
there was one fmall wooden cottage. In the mid- 
dle of this wild i^ot, Daniel firft crefted churches and 
monafteries, for churches and monafteriçs then prece- 
ded every other thing. He added fomc other build-» 
ingSjwhichhefurroundedwithpalifades. Hewasalfi> 
the firft, who took the title of the Duke of Mofcow 
or Mofcovy. He was fa much attached to this refi* 
den ce, that when he fiicceeded in the year i3o« to 
the Duchy q{ Wolodimer by the death of his brother^ 
he did not go to fettle at Wolodimer^ which was^ the 
capital, but remained at Mo/cow^ which in this way- 
became the capital of all Ruflia» His fucceffors fol- 
lowed his example, and his. fon Iwan enlarged thi* 
city confiderably. In the year 1367 his great-grand. 
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feo PfméHritu^ firnamcd Don&i^ inclofed the Krem^ 
Un with a brick wall, whichwas not fuflicient to ftop 
Tameriane from taking poiTefli^n of it in the year 
1382, after a very Ihort liege. But this conqueror, 
iRrho was i;onttnually in queft ef new viâories, very 
loon abandoned it* This forti^is was retaken by 
the RuiSans, and afterwaf ds again retaken by thie 
Tartars, who in the fourteenth and fifteenth âentu*- 
fies fubdued the greateft part of Rufiia, and were 
finally e:^elled from IVIofcow only under the reign 
X)f Iwan-Bafilowitfch. To this conqueror it is in^ 
iiebted for all its fplendor, and under his govern, 
xnent, it was the moft confiderable city of all the 
Ruffiw empire,. 

NoTwiTHsTANnmo the predileôion, which Peter 
I. had for St Peterfburg, and that all his fuçceffors^ 
lexcept Peter II. have almofl: continually redded 
diere, Mo£cow is ftill the moil populous city in Ru(- 
fia. There the great people, who are not by offices 
connefted with court, have fixed their, refidence. 
There they fupport a rank, and expend confiderable 
films. Their pride and tafte incline them to this 
Afiatic magnificence, which recalls to their minds the 
ancient grandeur of the nobility ; and befides they 
are not eclipfed there as at St Peterfburg, by the 
fplendor of the court. 

Moscow is fituated in 50 degrees, 45 minutes, 30 
Jicconds, of North Latitude, and 55 degrees,. 6 mi^ 

E e ? degrees^ 
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nutes, of Eaft Longitude, reckoning from the meri- 
dian of Ferro, It is certainly the moft extenfive city 
in Europe, its circumference within the ramparts^ 
which fiirround the fuburbs, is thirty werfts, (near 
thirty Ènglifli miles,) but if is built in a manner £o 
irregular, and there are fp many vacancies, that the 
population does not anfwer to its extent. Some 
Rii^n ai^thors have raifed it to the number of five 
hundred thoufand fouls, but this is certainly exagge- 
rated. Bufthing^ who refided long in Ruffia, fays^ 
that in the year 1770 Mofcow contained fcvçn hun- 
dred and eight houfes of bricl^, eleven thoufand, 
eight hundred and forty of wood, eighty five thou- 
fand, feven hundred and thirty one males, fix- 
ty feven thoufand ûnd fifty nine females, in all a 
hundred and fîîFty two thoufand, feven hundred and 
ninety fouls, a calculation, which feems to err on 
the other extreme. The police officer appointed by 
the Emprefs in the year 1780 to take the numbers 
of Mofcow, made à return, by which the inhabi- 
tants within the boundaries of this city amounted 
to two hundred and fifty thoufand fouls, and in the 
adjacent villages to fifty thoufand. A later account 
taken in the year 1789 gives out the total nuniber 
to be, two hundred and forty thoufand fôuls. This 
iaft is moft deferving of credit, becaufe it has been 
taken with the greatefi precaution. 
'•■■" ■'■•■ *■ ' ' If 
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If the traveller on his arrival at Mofcow is ftrucl^ 
with the iinmenfe extent of this city, he is not lefe 
iîirprîfed with the variety, which prevails there; for 
there is not a city in Europe fo irregular, fo extra- 
ordinary, and which prefents fo many contrafts* 
There are fome quarters which have the appearance 
of a wild defert, and others that of a populous and 
flouriihing city. Here, you fee a miferable village, 
and. at a greater diftance you are entertained with 
the pro^a of a Great Capital. The ftreets are in 
general long and broad. Thé greateft part of them 
are paved, fome are laid with trunks of trees, and 
planks like the highways, which we travelled over 
on our road. Thefe finiihed in the latter manner 
^re more Common in the fuburbs. Within thefe 
few years the ftreets have all been lighted. There 
is one Ught, to which the eye of a ftranger is not 
accuftomed, namely that of miferable huts, at thp 
fide of large palaces. Brick houfes covered vrith 
boards, and wooden houfes painted -with a great 
deal of art, but their coat would prove very dange- 
rous in cafe of fire. We^alfo noticed fome houf^ 
with doors and roofs of iro^a. A great number of 
churches, built with Angular tafte, appear in all quar- 
ters. Qf thefe there are no lefs than three hundred 
and forty one, including chapels and monafieries. 
gome have domes covered with copper, fome with 

pewter. 
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pcwtor» others are painted green or gilt» feveral are 
only of wood. 

The principal divifions of Mofcow are firft th^ 
Kremiin^ adly the Khitai-gorod^ 3dly the B^loigorod^ 
4thly the Zmlianoi-gsrod^ sthly the Slobodan a kind 
of fuburbs. 

ift Th£ Kremlin — It is probable that it got tbi$ 
Aaoie, under the dominion of the Tartars, from the 
word Krem or Krin^ which fignifies fortrefe. It i$ 
iituated in the centre and highefl part of Mofcow^ 
at the confluence of the Mojkowa^ and the Neglina^ 
which waihes its two £des. Its form is triangular, 
and the circ]|^nifierence about three werfts. ' It is 
furrounded as we have (aid with high brick walls» 
and is not disfigured like the other quarters, by- 
wooden houfes becauie none are allowed to be built 
there. It contains the old palace of the Czars, 
(which is called Slraûioie-Kribzo, or the Red BaU 
cony, becaufe this is what is rnoiî remarkable on 
the outikle) and the palace of granate built by Boritf 
Godonow. There we alfo noticed feveiral churches, 
t;wo monafieries, the Patriarch's palace, and the art» 
fenal at prefent in ruins. We ihall mention thefi; 
buildings feparately» 

The fécond divifion is the Kbitai^gorody a word 
which feveral authoi^have tranflated by the Chinefe 
city,. but which we believe to be of Tartar origin, 
and with fo much the more propriety, that in U- 

krainç 
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kraine and Foctolia, there arc two cities of the ûme 
name, which have been known by the Tartars, and 
have never had any connexion with China. Be- 
fides, Khitai is a Tartar word, which fignifies Mid^ 
dkj and has been applied to this part of Mofcow, 
becaufe it fiands between the Kremlin and Beloi- 
gorod. 

This quarter larger than the Kremlin contains 
the Royal Printing Office, and feveral other public 
edifices, among which, twenty churches, and five mo« 
nafteries are confpicuous* It was from one of thefc 
churches that formerly the proceflion weht on Palm- 
Sunday, to recall to the remembrance of bdievers, 
the entry, which according to Scripture, Jcftw 
Ghriil made into Jerûûilem on the fame d»y. The 
Patriarch of the Ruffias, like the Saviour of the 
world advanced in proceffion feated upon an ais» mag- 
nificently decorated, of which the Czar on foot held 
the reins. The ftreets were hung, and ftrewcd with 
branches of trees, and fliouts of Hofanna filled the 
air. Peter I. fuppreffed this puerile ceremony, which 
was humiliating for the fovereign, and flattering to 
the pride of the prieft, who on this occafion enjoy- 
ed a kind of triumph. 

The family of Romanoff, now in pofleffion of the 
throne bf Ruflia, inhabited the Khitai in ancient 
times. The mint is built on the ground, where their 
palace ftood. ^ In this (quarter fliU remain the college 

of 
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of mines, and the Goftenoi l)wor, which coniift^ 
of ÛX thoufand fliops built of brick with vaults* 
This ereâion, which has been executed in the xnpft 
foKd flyle, is indebted to the munificence of Catha- 
rine IL The Khitai is furrounded by walls defend- 
ed by twelve large fqUare towers raifed by Iwan Ba« 
filowitfchlL 

The Beloi-gorod, or the white city, furrounds 
the two quarters juft now. mentioned, and takes its 
name from the white walls, which encompals it, 
and terminate in . the two fides on the Mofcowa. 
They were raifed by Fedor Iwanowitfch in the 
year 1587. The Neglina runs through this quarter 
from fouth to north, and on its way receives three 
flone bridges which are narrow, and of Gothic fl:ruc- 
ture. In thct Beloi-gorod there are feventy three 
churches, and eleven monafieries, the àrlenal built 
by Jacob Schoumaker, the Ordinance Foundery, the 
Imperial Laboratory, and the Univerfity founded 
by Elizabeth in the year 1755, at the folicitation of 
her favourite Schuwaloff, who was its firft curator. 
It has two fchoolSi one for the nobility, the other 
for fuch as are not of noble blood; cafts, which 
pride never joins, together* In both fchools are 
taught the ancient and modern languages, mathe^ 
matics, what in colleges is called philofophy, medi- 
cine, and law. The univerfity contains a founderjr 
for types of the Rufiian and foreign charlâers, a 

prindng 
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printing office, a library, a hall for natural phUofo* 
pby, a cabinet of natural hiftory^ an amphitheatre 
for furgcry arid anatomy, a chymical laboratoiy* 
From this univerfity profeffors are feleâed for the 
academy at Kafan, in which there are ofËen more 
profeflbrs than fiudents* 

The Zemlianoi-Gorod, or city of earth, furroulids 
other three, from which it is feparated by an earth- 
en rampart, which Fedor Iwanowitfch caufed be 
caft up in the year 1591. Formerly it had thirty 
wooden gates, which are all deftroyed, and now it 
has only two of ftone^ namely, the gates of Ser* 
poulkoffand of Kalouga. This city contains two 
monafleries, and a hundred and three chutches* 
A police office, a tribunal for criminal affairs, a 
great number of manufaâures, the Imperial ftables, 
caferns for the cannoneers, a magazine for provi« 
iions and ammunition. Clofe by the old gate of 
Varvalki, is the celebrated Foundling hofpital, of 
which we Ihall make a feparate article. 

The Sloboda, that is the fuburbs, form the laft 
and extenfive circle round all the quarters already 
mentioned. They amount to upwards of thirty, of 
which the moft coniiderable is that called Nemetz- 
kaia-Sloboda, or the German fuburbs. They ftand 
upon the Jaoufa, and befidcs fixty Greek churches, 
and ten monafleries, contain one Calviniftic, one 
Roman, and two Lutheran churches, and the houfe 

Vol. lit F f occupied 
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occupied by the Dîreâing Senate, when the cotàrC 
ils at Mofcow. In thefe fuburbs too ftands the houfe 
built 6y Lefort, in which Peter II. lodged and died, 
and the Hofpital General, founded by Peter L who 
joined to it fchools for medicine, forgery and bo* 
tany ; fciences in which the Ruffians had the great* 
eft need to be înftruâ:ed. 

Besides this hofpital, another was built in the year 
1762, about two werfts from Mofcow, where the 
patients of every nation are admitted, and taken 
care of at the expence of the Grand Duke Paul Pe- 
trowitfch, who from the age of twelve years has 
conftantly dedicated a part of the money, deftined 
for his pleafures, to this eftablifhment, which doe» 
honour to homanky, and to him, who founded it» 

The Mofcowa, which has lent its naoie ""to Mof* 
cow, takes feveral turns on its way through this ci- 
ty. It is navigable only for rafts, except in the 
fpring, when for a few days the melting of the 
ftiows gives it the look and deepnefs of a river. A» 
for the Neglina and Jaoufa, which run into it, they 
are nothing but two ftreams, that are almoft dry in 
fummer. 

The palace, in which the Emprefs lodges, when? 
4t is her pleafure to go to Mofcow, is not a iinglc 
building, but conformably to the ideas of Afiatic 
grandeur, is a large mafe of feveral buildings, form- 
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faig àèSkrent ilreets, and refembling a city of mid» 
ling &ce. 

The gardens have been preferved, which belong*» 
ed to the old palace built by Elizabeth, near the 
place where the new palace has been ereded. They 
are very eitcnfive, and abound with long gravel 
walks. In fome places the ground is laid out in a way 
both natural and agreeable ; yet it muft be owned, 
the ancient tafte has been too much followed, in 
drawing long rows of yews, drefled with fheers, 
and long canals very ftrait, and all of the fame form'. 
Some years ago, the walks, groves and bafons were 
ridiculoufly encumbered with fiatues of the poorçft 
tafte ; but Catharine IL who is a lover and patro^ 
nt& of jthe arts, has removed this crowd of man-- 
nildns, whofe places (he has filled up. with equal- 
tafte and judgment, by pieces, which do honour to 
her choice. This palace and the gardens connected 
with it^ are at the extremity of the fuburbs, but 
within the compafs of the rampart, which furroundg 
the city. 

The Ruffians are ynconxmonly fond of greensi^ 
and walks in the field .during the fiqe feafon. Eve- 
ry body rides in a carriage at Mofcow, where you 
meet with coaches drawn by, fix horfes, which the 
nobility ufe without even going out of the city^ 
There are alfo a great number of hackney coaches, 
^Jiich have commonly four wheels, but are open 
V i i abovci 
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above, and have a long bendi, or feverai feats on 
the fides. They are to be got at fo cheap a rate, 
that fervants often ufe them when gcnng about their 
mafter^s bufinels. Thefe carriages ge^eraliy go at 
the rate of two leagues and a half in the hour. There 
are other carriages, which hold a mean between the 
dtizen's and the hackney coach juft now mention- 
ed. Thcfe have four horfes, often of different co^ 
lours. The coachman and poftilion are dreffed like 
peafants. An enormous hat of a cylindric form, a 
long beard, and a pelifle of iheep-ikin makeup their 
uniform. Behind the carriage is an enormous bag 
of hay ; a precaution, which becomes extremely 
nece&ry, for the horfes return not to the ftable till 
flight or midnight, like thofe belonging to oui' hack- 
ney coaches. 

When a perfon vifits the public buildings of Mo& 
cow, he is led firft through the churches and char 
pcls,^ which are iextrcipdy numerous. Only a hun- 
dred and ninety pine are of brick, the reft are built 
of wood. The former are generally ornamented 
with pldler or ftucco, and painted black i the latter 
are painted red. 

The oldeft churches of Mofcow are generally 
fquare buildings, with a cupola and four fmalldomes» 
That of the Holy Trinity, called fomerimes the 
church of Jerufalem, which fiands in Khitai-Gorod, 
has the length of ten. 1 hefe domes are of coppc;r 
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or gUt iron, and fome are of pewter, cither retain- 
ing its original colour, or painted green. The 
greateft part of them are ornamented with crofles, 
^(vrapped rouna with metal chains or wire. Each 
crois has two.traverfe bars, which is, if we are to 
believe fome Ruâans, the form of the true crois^ 
Du many of thefe croffes we obferved a crefcent be- 
low the inferior bar. Doftor King very ingeniouf- 
ly explains the origin of thefe crefcents, about which 
it is idle to queilion the people of the country. 
f^ When, the Tartars," fays the Englifli dodor, 
** who were mafters of Rui&a for two centuries, 
^^ changed the chriilian churches into mofques, they 
'^ fixed on them the crefcent, which is the fymbol 
f ^ of Mahometifm. The Grand Duke Iwan Bafilo- 
** witfch, having on his turn expelled the Tartars, 
f^ reftored the churches to the Cbriftians, and pla- 
f^ ced a cro& above the crefcent as a trophy of his 
^'viaory.'' 

The iniide of a church is moft frequently made 
up of three parts. The firft is what the Greeks call 
Pronaosy and the Ruffians Trapeza ; the fécond is 
the nave or body of the church, and the third is the 
fanâuary. In the nave there are ufually four hea- 
yy pillars for the purpofe of fupporting the cupola. 
Thefe pillars, as well as the walls and arch or ceiling 
pf the church, are painted with an infinite number 
of ipiage§ of the Saviour, the Virgin, and difierent 

faints. 
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£unts, efpecially St Nicholas, and St Aleaeander 
Newfld, Many of thefc images are of an enormous 
fizc, Tcry coarfcly painted, and moft frequently 
daubed quite fimply on the waU ; others upon large 
mafiy plates of fUver or copper, and framed witb 
the Ëime metal. The head of each figure is invari^ 
bly cnnamented with a crown, which confifis of a 
mafly femicircle of Copper, filvep, or gold, in form 
of a horfe iHoe, and fometimes it is almoft whoHj 
made up of pearls and precious fiones. Almoft all 
the images of St Nicholas, and thofc, whicK arc 
moft worfliipped, are ornamented with filk drapery^ 
fixed to the wall with jewels. Some are painted on 
a gold ground, others are gilt from head to foot, 
except the face and hands. The extremity of the 
nave is a baluftrade, which leads to the fanâiuary, 
and at the top of this baluftrade is a platform, on 
which the prieft fiands, when he performs a part of 
the fervice. 

The ianifhiary is feparated from the nave by what 
is called the homjlus^ a fort of large fcreen, which 
is generally the part of the church moft richly orna- 
mented, on which the moft revered images are 
painted or fufpended. In the centre i^ a folding 
door, called the holy and royal door, by which they 
enter into the fanftuary. 

In moft part of the churches our attention was 
^rawn to the enormous fize and nvimber of the bells, 

. but 
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but this fight did not furprife us, becaufe we knew 
tbat ringing of bells is an effential part of worftip 
among the Ruffians; more childifli fiill in their 
manner of addreffing thç Divinity, than the fuper- 
ftitious Spaniards, who are in the higheft degree of 
eomparifon in point of fuperftition. To the accounts 
refpeéling bells already given in the former volume 
we ihali add here, that they are not fhaken to and 
fro as among us ; on the contrary the bell is always 
immoveable, and it is never founded but by a knock- 
er, fixed at its fide, which is put in aâ:ion by means 
of a cord tied to it. As in thefe countries it has 
been always regarded as a meritorious aftion to give 
bells to a church, and as the piety of the donor has 
been valued in proportion to the fize of the bell gi* 
Ven, Boris Godonow^ the ufurper of a throne, to 
which he had paved the way only by a fucceffion of 
crimes, doubtlefs believed he would expiate then\ 
all by giving to the cathedral of Mofcow a bell of 
312^480 pounds weight. The Emprefs Anne, who 
had no crimes to expiate, but wîfliéd in point of 
piety to excel all the fovereigns of Ruffia, made this 
bell be recaft, and ordered two thoufand pouds of 
metal to be added to the original, fo that this bell, 
which now weighs 400,200 lb. averdupois, is the 
largeft in the world. Its fize is fo enormous, that 
k is hardly poffible to be perfuaded, that the dimen- 
fions arcnot exaggerated* But it is in coofe<]uence of 

having 
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having taken them ourfdves, that we affirm it t(| be 
nineteen feet high, and that its circumference is 
thirty feven fathoms and fome feet. It is twenty 
one inches and a half thick. The tower where it 
was hung, was reduced to aihes, the bell fell, and 
being much encumbered with the ground, it has 
not been lifted up again. In this fall a bit was bro- 
ken out of it towards the lower part, which has left 
an opening large enough to admit two perfons with- 
out looping. 
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Religious houfes^fttuated in the KremUn.^-^ViefnowiU 
jhou — St Michael the ArchangeVs cathedral.-^Bu- 
rying place of the Czars, — Grave of Iwan Bafilo- 
witfch L-^That of Iwan Bajilowitfch IL — Sovereign* 
ty of the Romanoffs. — Michael Federowitfcb. — Fe- 
dor his fon. — Alexis Federowitfch^ father to Peter L 
— Particulars of this prince. — His clemency.^-^His 
marriage with the beautiful Natalia Cyrillowna. 

In the Kremlin there are two religious houfes, one 
for nuns, and another for monks. .The latter me- 
rits no particular defcription. The l^unnery called 
F/g'^^?u7(/^(?/ was founded in the year 1393 byEu- 
do2.ia, wife to .the Grand Duke Demetrius Donfti, 

and 
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and contains the principal chapel, in which are the 
tombs of many Czarinas and Princeffes of the Im- 
perial family. TKey are of ftone, and ranged in 
two lines vçry near one another. Some are fur- 
rounded by a baluftrade of copper or iron, but thefe 
are not moft numerous. — On- every tomb there is a 
pall of crimfon or black velvet, ornamented with an 
embroidered crofâ, and edged with gold or filver 
Jace, fet off with pearls and precious ftones. The 
foundrefs of the convent is a faint, as almoft all the 
foundreffes of religious houfes are. She is buried 
under the altar. 

The young women in this convent are generally 
employed in embroidering the facerdotal robes of the 
archbifhop of Mofcow. They are drcffed wholly in 
black, which makes them generally look pale and 
iigly* They are allowed to eat no flefh, but they 
live on excellent fifli. The order is not rigid. They 
are allowed to pay vilits, which they do frequently. 
There are eight churches in the Kremlin, and 
within fo narrow bounds that they really touch, or 
almoft touch one another, a proof of the ignorance 
and credulous devotion of the Ruffians. In thefe 
eight churches there are three cathedrals, dedicated 
to St Michael. the Archangel, the Affumption, and- 
the Virgin. . The firft is remarkable for being for- 
merly the burying place of all the Sovereigns of Ruf- 
fia. The fécond for being the church, where they 
Vol. II. G g * were 
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^ere crowned and married ; and the third is te-- 
markable for its ftrufture and the riches it'con^ 
tains. ' The architedure of thefe churches is coii>- 
pletely ridici:ilous. It is of the worft 'Gothic kind, 
and probably the work of that Solarius of Milan^ 
who built the walls of the Kremlin, and was only x 
rough mafon. 

In the cathedral of St Michael the Archangel, you 
fee the graves of the Sovereigns, "who are depofited 
there, not as among us in fubterraneous vaults, but 
in tombs built, generally of brick in form of a coffin, 
and about two feet high. The moft ancient are co- 
vered with palls of red cloth, and fome with velvet* 
That wherein Peter IL is laid, is covered witK gold 
ftuflF, trimmed with fringes and ermine. At the time 
of the grand feftivals, they are all covered with rich 
gold and filver fluffs, ornamented with pearls and 
jewels. At the foot of each tomb there is a plate of 
filver, bearing the name of the Sovereign and the 
year of his death. ' 

So long as Mofcow was the Imperial refidence, 
and tiU the end of the laft century, all "the Czars 
were buried in tjiis cathedral, except Boris Godo- 
now, whofe body lies in the Trinity monaftery, and 
the Czar, who bore the name of Demetrius and loft 
his life in a riot, and Bafile-Shuilki, who died in 
prifon at Varfovia^ 
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The tomb oF Iwan Bafilowitfch I. principally 
attraâs attention, becaufe <his prince is cdebra- 
ted in. the Rui&an annals. At his acceffion to 
the throne in the year 1462, RuflSia war divid- 
ed into feveral fni2dl principalities, which were 
perpetually at war with, or yielding an imperfed 
fubmiiSon, to the Grand Duke of Mofcow ; and all 
of them, even the Grand Duke himfelf, were tri- 
butary to the Tartars. Iwan changed the face of 
"this Empire. He united thefe different principali- 
ties to his.ftate, £heok off the yoke of the Tartars, 
formed connexions with feveral European nations, 
and opened a communication with them. He fa- 
▼ourecl commerce, encouraged the moft neceffary 
arts, and in fweral refpecls, merited the name of 
Great, which was given him notwithûanding his 
manners, which were of a piece with his age, and 
which his wife, a Grecian Princefs of diftinguilhed 
merit, could not altogether foften. 

IwAN Bafilowitfch II. his fon and fuccefTor, lies in 
a fmall chapel adjoining. This prince has been re- 
prefented by feveral writers, as the mofl cruel ty- 
rant, that evc^r affliâed or difgraccd the human 
xace. This -chatafter given him by the monks is 
doubtlefs exagget'ated. We fliall acknowledge he 
had the ferocity of his age, and 6f the climate, in 
which he was born, and which, as yet produced 
pone but ferocious men. We fhall confefs he ha4 
Gg 2 vices^ 
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vices, but will fay he did great things/ and ^ yet 
would have been nothing but a celebrated robber, 
if vbe had confined bimfelf to arming and difciplin- 
iflg the Ruffians, and conquering the kingdoms of 
Kafan and Aftracan, But he gave his fubjecis a 
code of written laws, he brought feveral artifts to 
Mofcow, where he eftablifhed printing, encouraged 
commerce, fixed certain regulations refpecling the 
cuftom-houfe duties, allowed the Britifli merchants 
to trade in his dominions, and granted them th^ 
free exercife of their religion. He died in the year 
1584, of grief fpr the death of his eldeft fori, whom 
,he killed by accident. He was fucceeded by Fedor, 
a weak fliallow prince, and only a cro^vned manni- 
kin. With him ended the male line of the houfe of 
RUric, who had reigned rhore than feven hundred 
years in Ruffia. 

To this race of princes fucceeded that of the Ro- 
manoff's, of whom Michael Federowitfch was the 
firft Czar, Brought up in a cloifter he was called 
to the throne by the choice of the Boyards on the 
21ft of February 1613. For this advaticement he 
was indebted to his illuftrious birth, and ftill more, 
to the feduftive arts of Fedor Nikitiz, his father, 
better known under the name of Philarethes, of 
whom we fhall aftewards make particular mention. 
Arfeni^, mother of the young Fedorowitfch, who 
|iad lived at court and clofe by the throne, far from 

rejoicing 
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rejoicing at the elevation of her fon, reprcfcnted, it 
is faid, to the deputies, who came to ahnotince tdhim 
the choice, which had beçri made of him, that a young 
man brought up in a cloifter, without experience of 
men and things, was ill calculated to manage the 
empire in its very difficult circumftances. The mo- 
deft Fedorowitfch was of his mother's^ opinion. 
Charmed with their moderation, the deputies en- 
couraged them, and the wifdom of Philarethes made 
up for the inexperience of his fon. 

This prince occupied the throne with glory du- 
ring a reign of thirty two years, which the Ruffians 
thought too Ihprt, and reckoned among their hap- 
pieft days. 

Alexis Michaelowitfch, his fon, who is interred 
at his fide, is known to foreigners for almoft no o- 
ther reafon, than that he was the father of Peter h 
Yet Ruffia ftands indebted to this prince for ufeful 
eftablifliments. He refprmed the laws, difciplined 
the army, caufed fome flender barks be built on the 
Cafpian fea, which the Ruffian hiftorians called fliips. 
He conquered Smolenfko, and a great part of TJ- 
kraine from the Poles. In fhort, he drew the firft 
outlines of the plan^, which Peter L enlarged and 
completed. , , 

All, who have mentioned this prince, have a^r 
greed in praifing him, and fay, he was a good huf- 
band, a good father, and a good fovereign. It is 

true. 
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true, he was cxceffively hot, but his natural mild* 
mets very foon calmed his impatience. When return- 
ed to himfelf, he was afhamed of his paffion; and 
made amends for it by favours, which exceeded the 
injuries he imagined he had done thofe, whom hig 
impetuofity might have offended. He was a friend 
to memorials, like Louis XIV. his cotemporary, a- 
bout whom he was fond of converfing. His hearjt. 
was humane and compaffionate, fo that he never put 
his name to the foot of a fentence of death, with- 
out watering it with his tears. / am not. a Czar to 
defiroy myfubjeéls^ faid he one day to Naritfldn, who 
was his prime minifter, and enjoyed his confidence, 
€n the contrary^ it is my ditty to preferve them^ and te 
grant pardon to all thofe^ who are not conviéled of ha^ 
*uing dyed their hands in the. blcod of their brethren^ 
At this very moment, the minifter prefented to him 
a fentence of death to fign againft a defcrter, but he 
wrote below, I grant pardon^ and fiibfcribed his name. 
Notwithftanding this clemency, equal to that of Ti- 
tus, who is quoted as a model to all princes, Alexis 
was the Czar, who eftabliflied the Inquiiition of 
State, known in Ruffia under the name of the S^- 
£ret Committee^ of which we have had occaiion to 
fpeak feveral times. Has the eredion of this tribur 
jial been a ftain on his reigu and the nation ? This 
is the problem propofed by Leclerc in his hiftory of 
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I^uffia. In this queftion there is nothing fingular, 
except that it is thought the fubjeft admits of a 
queftion. . 

TkE circumftancès of Alexis* marriage with Na- 
talia Cyriilowna, mother to Peter I. are too defcrip^ 
tive of «this prince, and the manners of his times,, 
not to be laid before the reader. 

Artemin MatwejefF, who was grandfather to 
Count RomanzoflF Zadounaifki, now marlhal-gene- 
ral, and lieutenant^olonel of the Emprefs* Horfe 
Guardis, was minifter of foreign affairs under Alex- 
is* reîgn, and particularly honoured with the friend- 
fhip of this prince, who, fetting all etiquette aifide, 
came often to eat with his minifter, and talk of bu- 
finefs in an eafy way. Coming in one night very 
late, and without being expected, hç found the co- 
ver laid. *' This table feems to invite me," faid he, 
" to MatwejefF, and I will fet myfelf down at it, if 
** I conftrain nobody." The minifter affures him, 
that he cannot confer on him an higher honour, and 
orders fupper immediately. His wife enters, accom- 
panied by hisfon and a young lady. They fup, and 
during the repaft Alexis had often fixed his eye on 
the young fair gueft fitting diredUy oppofite to him, 
whofe beauty was equalled only by her modefty. 
^ I always thought," faid the Czar to his minifter, 
^ that you had only a fon, and it is only to day 
*' that I learn you have a daughter j I am not a lit- 

«tle 
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" tie difpleafed with you for having kept this a fe- 
** cret from me/* " Your Majefty is wrong in bla- 
*' ming me for this,'* anfwered Matwejeflf, " I have 
*' really an only fon, and the young lady, whom 
*' you take for my daughter, is the daughter of one 
" of my friends, Cyrille Naritlkin, who lives re- 
*' tired in the country, on a moderate , fortune, 
*' which his oeconomy alone renders fulficient for his 
'' wants, and thofe of his family. My wife has taken 
** this young lady to bring her up, and procure her, 
*' if poflible, a fettlement. We owe thefe cares to 
** friendlhip, and will make it our duty to attend 
** to them." " I am perfuaded of it,** fays his Ma- 
jjcftyé " I know your heart.** The cloth was drawn, 
the minifter*s wife, his fori, and the young lady re- 
tired, becaufe they knew, when fupper was over, 
his Majefty liked to converfe alone with MatwejefF. 
*' My friend,** fays the prince to him, " this young 
'' Natalia appealrs to me poffeffed of an excellent 
" mind, Ihe is full oi charms, (he is of an age fuit- 
** ed to make a hufband happy. We muft look out 
*' for one to her, and think ferioufly of this bufi- 
*^ nefs-** " Your Majefty is very, good, and I thank 
*' you in Natalia's name, for the attention you 
" deign to pay her, but the unfortunate young lady 
" has only her beauty and virtues for her fortune^ 
" and the hulbands of the day wifh to have fome^ 

« thiog 
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" thing elfe.*'* ." There is one way ; we muft feek 
•* out a rich hufband, who will not regard fortune, 
*' which, is nothing when one meets with a wife 
** like Natalia," (the prince pronounced thefe words 
with force) — " It is not at court, that this kind of 
" hu{band*s is to be found," faid the minifter, 
" Courtiers, however rich, always calculate."— 
" You are prejudiced," interrupted the Czar, *^ and 
" I undertake to find one out that will not calcu- 
** late in the leaft." Some days after this inter- 
view, the Czar returned to Matwejeff's, converfed 
at firll about the affairs of the Empire, and after- 
wards invited himfelf to dinner. He faw the beauti- 
ful Natalia, paid her fome attention, but with the 
greateft referve. When the entertainment was over, 
and the prince and MatwejefF engaged in familiar 
converfation. " Hâve you thought," faid the Czar 
to him, " on providing" Natalia i^ Have you caft 
** your eye on any perfon ?" — " No, Sire, it is not 
" that I do not defire it moft earneftly, but among 
'^ the great number of young people, who frequent 
*' our houfe, none has as yet appeared to have the 
" leaft affedion for her." '' Very well,^' fays the 
Cafar, " I am farther forward than you, — I have 
*' found out aliufband capable of making her happy, 
*' and, rich enough not to enquire after her fortune, 
■; is acquainted with him,- but he has been able 
ceep his fcntinients a profound fccret, and with- 
L. II. H h "out 
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" out having the pride of lovers, he. is bold to pTO^ 
" Ibme that, when he (hall declare hinafelf, he wilï 
** not be rejcfted" " Ah! Sire, I did not expeck 
** lefs from your goodnefs, you crown my wilhes- 
" -^under what obligations my friend Cyrillq will 
"be under to yon. Might I be hold to afk your 
** Majefty the name of the young man f Undoubt- , 
*' edly, I know him too> and I could give yoiûr Ma- 
.^' jefty information . . . *'— *^ I do not affe any, L 
" know him well enough to need none ; only learn 
** if Natalia has no averfion for marriage.*'—^" When 
" ever we haVe fpoken to her of a fettlement, {h& 
" has always anfwered with equal grace and modef-- 
'^ ty, that flie would fludy to make the hulbandr. 
*' happy, whom we would choofe for her. She will 
*^ be quite otherwife flattered, when fli€ knows that 
** it is from your Majefty, that fhe will receive thi& 
« hufband/' — " Ah ! my dear Matwejeff,*' inter- 
rupted the Czar with eagernefs^ >* yes, go tell her 
** that it is I, who have chofen this hufband, and: 
*^ that he is Jlexis Imnfelf.^' , 

Matwejeff filled with aftonilhment atadeclara* 
tion fo unexpected, falls at the Czar^^s feet, and con-^ 
tures him to give up this refolution, or at leaft to 
forbear imparting it to Natalia. ** I am already en- 
^ vied,'' added Matwejeff, " becaufe 1 am honoured 
^ with your favour, but to what height will this enw 
** vy rife^ when it fhali be feen,, that your Majefty 
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** êirdaîns the daughters of the princi|nil Boyards» 
^ to unite yourfetf with a young unfortunate gir^» 
** brqught up in my houfe. It will be thought that 
** motives of ambition have induced me to ad,vife 
" your Majefty to this ftep.*' — " Your fears are ima- 
" ginary," replied the Czar, " difmifs them, and 
^' think only on obeying ràe. My refolution is form* 
** èd, and Natalia is neceflary to the exiftence qf your 
** mafter/* — *' There is one way, by which your 
** Majefty can reconcile all,** faid the minifter. 
** Give orders for bringing to court theyoungdauglu 
•' ters of all the Boyards, from among whom the 
** cuftom of the country authorifcs you to choofe i 
*^ wife. Natalia Cyrillowna's beauty and birth en** 
** title hor to he of the number of thcfc young la- 
** died, and your Majefty by choofing her, will ap- 
^* pear to adjudge the priée to beauty only, and thus 
^* put envy to filence/* 

Alexis approved of this expedient, and ufed the 
greateft precaution not to expofe the minifier. Na- 
talia was infornved of her happy deftiny, and proved 
as dîfçreet as her lover. Some days after, the Czar 
collected' the heads of the clergy, communicated to 
them his intention of marrying again (Mary Ilinitt 
chora Moloflawfky, was his former wife) and he or- 
dered them to publifh it in his dominions. After 
this publication the principal Boyards of the Empire 
^fivc olilîged to fend their marriageable dau^ters 

H h ? te 
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to court, where, when they appeared in prefence 
of thé Czar, he prefented â crown of rofes to her, 
whom he chofe for a bride. Till the time of Peter 
I. the moft of the Czars had not been married other- 
wife. There was even a law, which forbid them 'to' 
take a wife from the houfe of a foreigner, and which 
the prince durft not infringe, wheçi he was not pot 
feflfed of intereft or force enough to enable him ,to 
pppofe the pubjic opinion. 

Th;e proclamation juft now mentioned, being made 
in all the provinces of the Empire, more than fixty 
young ladies arrived at the Kremlin of Mofcow, on 
the firft day of September 1670. Cuftom bpre that 
they ihould all wear the fame drefs ^nd v^il, which 
they dropped not, till the prince appeared to m^e 
his choice. This, was made at noon in ooe of the 
principal halk of the palace. The company of young 
virgins arranged themfelves in two rows, the amo- 
rous Cz^r appeared, the veils dropped, and every 
perfonfs eyes were dazzled with the appearance of fo 
xnuch beauty. Modefty fat on thff bfows gf thofe 
young ladies, and anxiety was working in theiç 
hearts; but never did beauties difplay their attraftion^ 
more idly, nor ever conceive vainer Hopes. They lit- 
tle knew the trick love had played them, and that thç 
choice was already made. The difcreet Alexis, inftead 
of going all at once to throw himfelf at the feet of Na- 
|:alia, pretended to appear for fome time embarraf- 
"■"■ ■'-'-■ . ■ fed 



TRAVELS, IN RUSSIA. 245 

fed about making a choice, and when he thought he 
had deceived the fpeftators, he advanced to his be- 
loved, who modeftly waited he# triumph without 
appearing to doubt it ; Beautiful Natalia^ faid he to 
her, fetting on her head the crown of rofes, which 
declare4 her to be his wife. Beautiful 'Natalia^ receive 
this crown from your hujbanJ^ and may the throne of 
the RuJJias be proud to fee you fit on it. The humble 
Natalia fell at the feet of the Czar, who haftened Co 
lift hjsr up, and lead, her to the temple. : 

Peter I. and a princefs named a^ter her mother 
were the fruit of this marriage. Natalîa*s fortune 
made her father Naritlkin's, who deferved it. He 
became Alexiis' prime minifter, and made his reign 
illuftriqust They were Peter's harbingers/ The 
young Czarina did not live with her hufband with- 
out meeting with fome uneaûnefs. Alexis was in- 
iconftaot, but he îaoew what he owed to his wife. 
He. had a miftfefo, who dared to behave difrefpecl-^ 
fully to her Eniprefs, and Alexis punilhed her. She 
difappcared at court. This prince died in the year 
1676, regretted, by all his fubjecls and fadly lament- 
•ed by thofe, who had the happinefs to be near him. 
Fedor, the'oldeft of his fons, whom he dcfigned 
for his fucceffor, was equally feeble in body ar^d 
mind, and incapable of governing, but he had the 
prudence to leave the adminiftration of affairs to 
Sophia his filler, whofe ambition we have already 
' ' , defcribcd. 
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defcribed. In the name of Fedor flie did fome glo- 
rious and i^eftil things. We muft own, it was Gâ- 
litzin, her prime Ininifter, and accordiiig to fome 
hiftorians, her lover, who ^dvifed her to them. la 
the year 1682, Fedor died and left the throne 
to his brother Iwan, who w?is not more capable 
than himfelf to fill it, but yet he thought himfelf 
very deferving of the auguft honour. Igno- 
rance is prefumptuous, efpecially in princes, to 
^hom the flattering courtier afcribes fiâiitious ta- 
lents, which tljkc defpot, whether crowned, or ex- 
pefting tjo be crowned, at leafl imagines he really 
poflefles. 

As frequent fits of the epilepfy, which feized him 
almoft daily, deprived Iwan of the ufe of his fenfes, 
he was advifed to give a fliare of the goyernment to 
his brother Peter, who_ was only ten years of age, 
but all his intelleâual powers were as vigorous and 
forward, as thofe of his brother were feebjie and 
backward. For the happinefe of his fubjeds, and 
în fpite of Sophia and Galitzin, before many yeafs 
clapfed Peter alone got the reins of government, 
and became PeUr the GuaU This Prince and his 
fucceflbrs, all cxept Peter, IL were buried at St Pe- 
teriburg. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. .XVII. ^ 

Church of the AJfumption. — Moro/offy Governor and 

Minijier to Alexis. -^He receives a terrible lejjon 

from the people. — Its confequences. — Burial of the 

' Patriarchs. — ybb.-^Philarethes. — Hijiory cf Nikon. 

Jr ROM the church of Mofcow we pais into that of 
the Aflutnption, which has long been the place, 
where the Czars have been crowned, ft is the moft 
magnificent in all Mofcow. The fanduary is part- 
ly covered with plates of gold and filver, works of 
great value. From the centre of the vault hangs an 
enormous mafly chandelier, which weighs near 
three thoufand two hundred pounds averdupois» 
It was made in England and was given in a prefent 
to the church by Morofoflf, who was. at firft gover- 
nor to Alexis Michaelowitfch, and then made him- 
fclf his prime minifter, as it were, in fpite of him. 
Alexis, yet a young man, being conftantly befct, 
allowed himfelf to be won^ and Morofoff commen- 
ced a minifter equally arrogant and rapacious, and 
in the end became as affable as juft. A ftrange me- 
tamorphofis, whereof in hiftory he alone furniflies 
an inftance. The RuflSan memoirs report that he 
owed it to a terrible leffon given him by the peo- 
ple, who wcte oppreffed by his inquitous condud. 

Th« 
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The facred veffels in the church of the Affump- 
tion, the ornaments of the altars, the pontifical 
robes, even the garments worn.by the fimple popes, 
arc overloaded with gold with rich embroidery^ and 
jewels. But in general the tafte is coarfe, and cor- 
refponds not with the richnefs of the materials. 
The'greateft part of the paintings on the walls in the 
înfide, have coloffean proportions. Some are very 
ancient, and )|xre drawn about the end of the fif- 
teenth century. Among others there is a head of the 
Virgin^ believed to have been painted by St Luke ; 
an opinion, which gives it much celebrity, as well 
as the gift of working miracles. The face is almoft 
black, and the head is ornamented with a crown of 
jewels. The hands and body are gilt, which pro- 
duces one of the moft extraordinary effefts. This 
painting is feen within the boundaries of the fanftu- 
ary, and is kept locked up in a large filver prefs, 
which is çpened only on grand feftivals, or to fa- 
tisfy the curiofity of religious ftrangers. Amateurs 
pafs without afking a fight of this refpeftable effigy, 
and yet it is the moft ancient image to be feen in 
that country. According to tradition, it was 
brought from Greece to Kiow, when the fovereigns 
of Ruiîîa refided there. ' Thence it was tranfported 
to Wolodinier and afterwards to Mofcow. It is evi- 
dently a work of the Greeks, and more ancient than 

the. 
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the revival of the arts in Italy, which it is not diffi- 
cult to believe. 

In this very church the bodies of the patriarchs 
of Ruffia are depofited. The firû is "Jobj before 
whom there was in Ruffia only a primate fuffragan 
of the patriarch of Conftantinople. He was inftall- 
cd in the year 1588, in quality of Patriarch of Ruf* 
fia, by the patriarch of Conftantinople, with all the 
requifite folemnities* He put the patriarchal ftaflf 
into his hand, with a deed certifying the furrehder 
he made him of his rights over him, and his church. 
The accounts are not the fame refpecling the mo- 
tives, which induced him to make this facrifice to 
the Ruffian church. Some hiftorians even tall in 
queftion the furrender juft now nientioned, and 
with fome juftice, for the facerdotal fpirit is not on- 
ly averfe to part with any of its prerogatives, but is 
alfo inclined to invade thofe, which it has not* 

The moft refpeftable of Job's fucceffors was PhU 
larethes^ whofe name has been mentioned already. 
It is from him that the princes of the family of Ro- 
manofiP are defcended. This was the name of his 
grandfather, and the pradice in Ruffia being, that 
the family Ihould adopt thé name of his grand-, 
father, he added it to his own, which was Fe^ 
dor Nikitiz. He was defcended from Andrew, 
who was bom of an illuftrious family, which emi- 
grated from Pruffia into Ruffia, in the reign of Iwau 

Vol. n. ^ I i Iwanowitfch, 
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Iwanowitfch) and their defcendants rofe to the fir{& 
dignities of the empire. Fedor Nikitiz himfelf wa» 
one of the principal Boyards at court, under the^ 
peign of Fedor Iwanowitfch, with whom he ferved 
in the campaign againft the Swedes, which procu> 
Fed to RufCa the cities of SLoporie, Jamborg, and 
ïwangorod. In the war 1 596^ he commanded the 
army fent againO: the Tartars. In 1 589, he accomL*- 
panied Boris Godonow to Serpukoflf, to guard the 
frontiers againft an approaching invafion. But Bo» 
ris Godonow, who was an adventurer, and owed 
tie throne, which he took polTeflion of, folely to his 
audacity and crimes, took umbrage at the birth zhd 
military abilities of Fedor Nikitiz, and compelled 
him to turn monk in the monaftery of Sitzkoi, un-» 
der the name of Philarethe^i He was drawn from^ 
the cloifter by Demettius the in^oilor, who had 
been a' monk himfelf, and wiflnng to make a tool of 
Philarethes, he named him metropplitan of Roftoff 
and Jaroflaw. In the year 1 610, he was fent on an» 
embaffy to Sigifmund, who was befieging Smokn^ 
Iko. This prince was ofiended at the tone of firm- 
nefi with which Philarethes had addreffedrhim, and 
violated the laws of nations by cafting him into pri- 
fon* In 1619, he recovered his liberty, at the foli- 
citation of his fon, who, during his own capitivity 
tad been eleded Czar. His abilities, and the wiiQi» 
CSS of the people, made him be elcded patriarch ot 

Mofc6w^ 
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JHofcoWj the very yeai' of his return. In this capa«- 
city he edified the Ruffians by his virtues, and made 
them happy by governing them with wifdom under 
the name of his fon. 

In another place we have otrferved, that Peter I. 
Jhad fuppreffed the dignity of Patriarch, and we the» 
mentioned the motives, that induced him to do 
fo. Adrian was the laft of thefe^prelates. The Rut 
fians enumerate eleven between Job and Adrian, a^ 
mong whom was the famous Nikon, the only patri- 
arch buried in the church of the Affumption. 

The Ruffians are divided in opinion with regard 
to him. Some confider Nikon as Antichrift, and 
abhor him, while others revere him as a faint» 
This extraordinary man was born of obfcure parents 
in the year 1613. His firft name was Nik it a ^ and 
ftudy was hiâ earlieft turn. He applied to theology, 
efpecially to the holy fcripture. He fludied among 
the monks, who inspired him with a liking for the 
doifter, and he was going to bury him. there, when 
his father, who wilhed to make his fon ufeful to the 
world- and his family, tOTe him from it, aod made 
him acquainted with a charniing woman, who be- 
came his wife, and made him the father of three 
children, who all died in infancy. The grief occa^ 
fioned by the lofs of them, the firft affeftions which 
fpeak ftrongly to the foul, induced Nikita to pro- 
pofe to his wife to feparate in order to enter both 
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into a monaftery. The reparation took place, and 
Nikita entered into that of Angerlkoi, which is fi- 
tuated on an ifland of the white fea, where twelve 
monks lead a folitary life, fee and fpeak to one ano^ 
ther only once in the week. At his entry he took 
the name of Nikon. 

After a ftiort ftay in this modern Thebais, Ni- 
kon, who wai^ of a crofs temper, which folitude had 
not fweetened, took a journey to Mofcow, with the 
fuperior of the monaftery, for the purpofe of ma- 
king a collection for building a church, and on thi3 
jourtiey quarrelled with this fuperior, who on his 
return to the monaftery, put Nikon into a frail ca- 
noe, managed by a fingle man, which the barbarous 
inonk, glutting a perfonal vengeance, knew could 
not refift the ftorm. In fliort, at the mouth of the 
Onega thefe unhappy men were aflailed by a violent 
tempeft, and by a kind of miracle only landed on a 
fmall ifle, which Nikon called the ifle of the Grofs, 
and vowed to build a monaftery on it. 

On this ifle, Nikon reached the monaftery of 
JCofe-Ozcrkoi, where he was received with that bro- 
therly affeftion, which the Gofpel prefcribcsy but is 
feldom found among monks. The aufterity of Ni- 
kon's manners attracled the veneration pf the monks 
V to fuch a degree, that at the death of their fuperior 
. they unanimoufly elefted him in his room. He 
ftaycd there for three years, at the end of which, 
* bufincfe 
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bufineis having called him to Mofcow, he was prc- 
fcnted to Alexis Michaclowitfch, who, filled with 
admiration of his piety, abilities, and eloquence, 
kept him with himfelf, and, in the fpace of five 
years, raifed him, through a fucceffion of dignities, 
to the patriarchal feat of Mofcow. He was promo- 
ted to this in the year 1652, and in this ftation he 
increafed the reputation he had already acquired of 
being a man of irreproachable manners, endowed 
with a fervent, charity, uncommon knowledge and 
eloquence. He founded feminaries for the inftruc- 
tion of priefts in the Latin, and Greek languages. 
He enriched the patriarchal library with feveral fa- 
Cred arid profane manufcripts, which he brought 
from the iponaftery of Mount Athos. By the . au- 
thority of the Czar, he affcmbled a council general 
of the Greek church to review and correâ: the ver- 
iion of the bible and the liturgy. It was he, who 
caufcd the old verfion in the Sclavonian language 
be adopted, ?ind made a new edition of it be print- 
ed under his own eye. This old verfion was fo 
fcarce, that it could not be got at any price. He 
ordered to be taken from the churches, the pictures 
of the dead, which their relations had placed *there, 
and to which the ignorant vulgar often paid religi- 
ous homage. He abolifhed fuperftitious ceremonies» 
In a word, he alone contributed more than all his 
nredeceffors together, to the reformation of his 

church. 
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church, and to render its form of worfhip leis ridi-. 
culous. He difiinguifhed himfelf no lefs in the ma- 
nagement of public affairs. The Czar OHifuked 
him on all occafions* He became the foul of his 
counfels, from which there iffued nothing but what 
was wife, fo long as he influenced them. 

But, after having rifen to the highefi pinnacle of 
greatnefs, to which a fubjecfc can attain,\ Nikon faw 
himfelf hurled ftom his lofty feat by a/vile cabal. 
He had ofiended the priefts by his reforms, and the 
courtiers by his aufterity of manners. Priefts and 
courtiers are not ofiended with impunity, and Ni- 
kon was ikcrificed. They defcribed him to the peo- 
ple as a dangerous, irreligious man. In fliort, the 
people fuperftitioufly attached to thefe facred abfur- 
dities adopted by their anceftors, which Nikon had 
juft done away, were extremely vexed to fee the i- 
xnages taken from the churches, the changes made 
in the liturgy, and the verfion of the bible, and the 
final fuppreflion of fome ceremonies. Ignorance im- 
puted thefe different grievances to Nikon as a crime, 
and-pardoned him not. It ftirred up againft this ce- 
lebrated man both the capital and the jwrovinces. 
and the afcendant he had gained over the Czar, 
which ought to have defended him againft fo many 
attacks, only ferved to haften his fai, by exciting 
the jealoufy of minifters, efpecially of Natalia and 
^er father, who wifhcd to reign alone over the 

mind 
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mînd of Alexîs. In Ibort, Nikan*s haughtinefs and 
inflexibility completely deprived him of the fupport 
which his virtue and. good intentions ought to have 
preferved to him. His enemies fucceedcd in aliena- 
ting the Czar from this great man, and removing 
him from his perfon. Nikon, incapable of bending, 
rcfblved to prevent his difgrace by voluntarily re- 
signing the patriarchal dignity in the year 1658, af- 
ter having enjoyed it fix years.- He retired into the 
monaftery of Jerufalem, which he himfelf had built 
and endowed, at the diftance of forty werfts from^ 
Mofcow. Some writers have advanced, that thi» 
retreat of Nikon's was forced, and that it was the 
Emperor himfelf, ^vho confined him m the monaf- 
tery of Jerufalem. We are not backward to em- 
brace this opinion, which is Voltaire's, who did not 
write hiftory like many, who feem to have underta- 
ken the tafk, only to disfigure it. 

NiKoîsr, who had been a hermit at court, when 
returned to the cloifter, of which he had never loft 
the fpirit, gave himfelf iip to childiih practices, to 
aufterities, and cruel mortifications, which »re an 
ufelefe outrage to nature, and haften its diffolution. 
It is reported, that he fhut himfelf up in a narrow 
cell, where he had no other bed, but a ftone on 
which he flept, covered with a rufh mat. He wore on 
his br^ft a broad iron plate, oft which was an enor-' 
fiious copper-crofs, to which was fixed a chain of 

more 
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more than twenty pounds weight» For more ttaii 
twenty years he dragged this frightful bidge in ho- 
nour of the divinity, who gave not man life for 
fuch abfurdities. Yet thefe devotional praâices^ 
which in Nikon, difcovered a debafement of the in* 
telleftual powers, did not prevent him from making 
the complete coUeftion of the annals of Ruffia, 
which we have mentioned in the former volume. 
But even in them you may difcover the ftate, in 
which his mind was, for in the firft lines of his 
book, he is extravagant enough to pronounce an a- 
nathema againft thofe, who Ihould dare to change 
a fingle cxpreffion in his work. 

Alexis, but efpecially Naritzkin, who did not 
wifh to make Nikon's laft years unhappy, had left 
him the vain, title of Patriarch to foothe his retire- 
ment. But the Ruffian clergy, who had their ven* 
geances to gratify, importunea the Czar and Na- 
ritzkin in fuch a way, that they really made him be 
depofed and degraded in one of thofe affemblies, 
which churchmen call CounciL It was held at Mof- 
cow in the year 1666, and condemned Nikon to 
abfolute feclufion from the world. He was there- 
fore confined in the monaftery of Therapont in the 
moft rigorous manner, and there reduced to lead 
the life of an obfcure monk. At the death of Alex- 
is, the Czar Fedor, by the perfuafion of Galitzin^ 

who 
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Nikon be removed to the monaftery of Saint-Cyrilla, 
where he enjoyed the greateft liberty. He lived fif- 
teen years after his depofition, and died on the 17th 
of Auguft i68i. His remains were carried to the 
monaftery of Jerufalem, and buried with all the ho- 
nours, ufually paid to the memory of Patriarchs. 



. CHAP. XVill. 



Commerce carried on at Mofcow. — Market of houfcsé 
y ^^Foundling hofpitaL — Account of this injtitution.-^^ 
Monajiery of Troitjkoi.— Saint Sergius its founder. -^^ 
Account of this Monk. — Defcription of the Monajiery. 
"^Tomb of Mary, ^leen of Livonia.-^That of Boris 
Godonow.-^ Account of this Prince: 

All the retail trade of Mofcpw is carried on in 
the Kbitai-Gorodj where is, as we have faid, the 
GoJiinoi'Dwor^ or exchange, which bears an exad re- 
iSemblance to what the Afiatics call a Bazar. The 
ihops, of which it is made up, occupy a confiderable 
fpace. The merchants have no lodgings tl\ere; but 
dwell in another quarter at a confiderable diftance. 
They come to thefe Ihops in the morning, continue 
' there till the afternoon, when they return to their 
families. Every branch of trade has its particular 
quarter, and thofe, who feU the fame articles, have 
Vol. IL IL^s. \ * fliops 
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fliops at the fide of one another. This retail trader 
agrees perfeAIy with thofe marlçets of the Levant^. 
of which Taverhier and Pietro della Valle have gi- 
ven us defcTÎptions. The Ruffiana refemble the Afi- 
atics in many other cufloms. This obfervation is . 
Valuable to the philolbphcr andhiftorian. The prin- 
cipal articles of commerce at Mofcow arc peltry and 
furs, Thefe two alone occupy feveral ftreets. 

Among the number of curiofities in this city the^ 
market of houfes deferves to be ranked. It is helcfc - 
in a large fquare in one of the fuburbs, and prcfents- 
to fale a great number of houfes, laid in pieces g» 
the ground, and clofe by one another. Whoever 
is in need of one goes to this place, tells how many 
irooms he wants, examines the planks, which are all* 
carefully numbered, and cheapens the houfe, which- 
fuits him, as with us one would a(k the price of a^ 
flngle piece of furniture. Sometimes the houfe is- 
inftantly paid for, and the purchafer carries it witfe 
him ; at other .times he makes his bargain on con- 
dition that it fliall be carried, and ereâ^d on the 
fp6r, on which he wifhes to have it. It is a feâ: 
that a houfe is often bought, tranfported, ereéèed 
and inhabited in the fpace of a week. The reafon 
of this uncommon circumftance is, that they are 
for moft part formed only of trunks of trees^ 
with tenures and mbrtîfes at the ends, fo that there 
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% nothing more to do, but colleâ and. arrange 
,^em when need requires. 

This expeditious manner of building is not, as 
may be fuppofed, praâifed only in the conftruftioa 
of cottagcsor fmall houfes. 1 here are fome of a large 
iize and handfome appearance, which are reared 
with a degree of difpatch, that looks like enchant- 
inent. There was a remarkable inftancc of this at 
:the time of the famous journey of Catharine II. to 
Mofcow, Her Majcfty propofcd to fake poffeffion 
^f Prince Galitzin's hotel, which is looked on as the 
.Jargeft in this city 4 but this not being fufficient, it 
was refolved to make a temporary addition of wood- 
en buildings ; and thefe buil<iings larger than the, 
iiotel itfelf, containing a great number oi magnifi- 
-cent apartments, were begun and finilhed in the 
ipace of fix weeks. They were thought fo, beauti- 
ful and convenient, that when they were taken 
down at the Emprefs* departure, they were built 
anew to make a pleafure houfe on a hill adjacent to 
ithe city, r * \ 

At Mofcow an admirable police is eftablilhed ia 
cafe of mobs or fires. The laft in particular are frc- 
.^ueat and dangerous, efpecially in quarters, in which 
there are none but wooden houles, arid where the 
ftreets are covered with planks inftead of pavement. 
At the entry to every ftreet there is a gate, at which 
^ fentinel is pofted, when circumftances require. 
Kk a 7:hea' 
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Then the gate is fliiit, and is conftru<Sted in fuch a 
way, as not to be eafily forced. 

The mod remarkable of public eftablifliments at 
Mofcow, deferving of honourable mention, is that 
of the Foundling Hospital. It was endowed by the 
reigning Eraprefs in the year 1764, and is fupport* 
cd by voluntary contributions, by legacies and other 
charities. To encourage the Ruiîiaris in thefe ads 
of generofity, her Majefty grants all the benefaâiors 
certain privileges, and a rank proportioned to the 

. value of their contributions. One of the DemidofFs 
is among the contributors. He is a famous merchant; 
who to great riches, which he received in inheri- 
tance from his anceftors, has added imroenfe fums, 
gained by fpeculations, which have been crowned 
with the moft fortunate fuccefs. But if he be one 
of the {peculators of Ruffia, he is alfo one of the 
moft zealous philanthropifts. To the eftablifliment 
juft now mentioned, he has given more than four 
hundred and fifty thoufand roubles (jT 10 1,250) and 
beftowed a degree of attention of as much value as 
this fum. Thé hpufe for foundlings ftands in a fpa- 
cious place, and in the beft air, on a fteep bank of 
Mofcowa. ' The building is extenfive and of a fquare 
form. At firft it contained three thoufand found-' 
lings, but was afterwards enlarged for the reception 
of eight thoufand. The children are carried to the 
t^orter's lodge, where they are received without any 
* * - .... recoiii* 
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recommendation, or any queftions being aiked at 
thofe who bring them. The rooms are large and 
lofty. The fleeping rooms, feparated from the work 
houfes, have large windows, by which is produced a 
current of falubrious air, which is to children one of 
the firft elements of their exiftence. The beds are not 
too clofe. Every child has his own mounted with iron 
rods, inftead of wood. Their clothes are changed 
every eight days, and their linen three times a week. 
Gbing through the rooms, you are ftruck with the 
neatnefs, that prevails in them, not even excepting 
thofe of the nurfes, which for neatnefs and cleannefs 
are, not inferior to any other apartments. Humani- 
ty takes a pleafure in admiring the care beftowed on 
thefe young objefts fo worthy of it. In this hofpital 
no cradles are ufed. Indeed the ufe of them is ex- 
prefsly forbidden. They are not fwaddled, but left 
qi^ite free in their clothes, and in every thing the 
fyftem of nature is adopted. The children in this 
hofpital, are divid€;d into claffes diftinguifhed in 
propoirjion to their age. They continue two years 
under nurfes, then they are admitted into the low- 
eft, clafs^. The boys and girls are kept together till 
the age of fevcn years, and , then are feparated. 
They are all taught to read, write, cypher, and to 
knit ftpckings. This laft art even the boys leatn, as 
well as that of carding hemp, flax, and wool, &c. 

Thjï 
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Thb gtrls are taught fpinning and all kinds of 
needle work. They work lace, and are employed 
in cooking, baking and all forts of houflidd duties. 
« At fourteen the children enter into the firft clafs«' 
Then they have liberty to choofe a'profeffiori tQ 
their mind, and for this purpc^e they have feveral 
maimfaâures eftabliihed in the faofpital itfelf, where 
they embroider, work lace, and filk ftockings, make 
gloves, buttons, and cabinet work. There are fe- 
parate worki^oufes for every trade, and the fpeâacle 
they furniih is not the kaft interefting about this 
houfe. You are delighted to fee young children m 
ruddy health giving fuch application, and eager to 
reduce their little induftry to pradice. Content^. 
ment and cheerfulnefs are psunted in their counte- 
nances, and the way, in which they run in a croud 
to carefs the dircftor, when he appears, fhows, that 
they are happy and well treated; that he behaves 
rather as a father than a mafier, for children trem.*- 
Me at the fight of a mafter, but fmile at the fight of 
a father. 

Some boys and girls learn French and Germar^ 
Of the firfl: k fmall number are alfo taught Latin, 
muiic, drawing and dancing. 

At the age of twenty or thereabout, they receive 
a fum of money, and are entided to fome advantar 
ges, by wliich they can fettle in any part of the em- 
pire they choofe J a privilege valuable in RufSa, 

W^ere 
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where the peafaots are flayes, and cannot quit 
thdr village without the pcrnûfl^>n of their mafters» 
Nobody fliould leave this houfe without feeing 
the refeâofies, and being prefent at the dinner 
of the children. The boys and girls dine fepa^ 
rately. The halls in ^hich they eat, are on the 
ground floor, large, vaulted, and diftinâ from 
tbofe in which they work. The firft clafs fit at ta^ 
ble, the reâ fiand, and the little chHdren have peo- 
ple to ferve them. Thofe of the fii;^ and fécond 
clafs ferve one another alternately» Beef, or boiied 
mutton with rice is their dinner. This dilh looks 
l^eU, and invites you to take a fliare. The bread 
which is all baked in the houfe, appears excellent^ 
Every child has bis own napkin, his own pewter 
plate, knife, fork, and fpoon. Napkins, tablecloths^ 
and towels are all in the greateft order. The chil« 
dren rîiè at fix o'clock, dine at eleven, and fup at 
fix. The youngeft are allowed a bit of bread at fe* 
ven o*^clock in the morning, and four in the after- 
noon. When they are not employed with their 
talks, they are allowed the greateft freedom, and 
they are encouraged to be in the^open air as much 
as poflible. This throtig of gamefome youth, run^ 
leap about, and form a fpedacle, with which huma« 
nity is fo affeâed, and fo pleafed, that words cannot 
cxpre& the fweet fenfationSé 

Therb 
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Thhre is a theatre in this hofpital, of which alj. 
the. decorations ;are the work of the foundlings. 
They built the theatre, painted it, made the dreffes, 
afted with as much juftnefs as grace, feyeral of our 
plays, and, among the reft, the charming opera of 
the Devin du Village^ (the village fortune-teller) 
which has bçen tranflated into the Ruffian, and al- 
moft all the languages of Europe. The foreigner, 
who attends thefe plays, though he uriderftand not 
the language, cannot with-hold his approbation of 
the precifion, eafe, and elegance, with which thefe 
•little innocents act. 

The Emprefs encourages theatrical exhibitions in 
this houfe, as a means of difiufing a tafte among her 
fubjefts ; a tafte, which ftie juftly thinks calculated 
to civilize them more and more, and by this efta- 
blifliment, the Ruffian theatres may eafily be provi- 
ded with good aftors. The beft they have in this 
country come from this fchool. 

The advantages refulting from the Foundling 
Hofpital are great and numerous, Firft, An infti- 
tution fo excellent cannot fail to propagate the 
knowledge of the arts, and of trades among the 
people, and increafe the number of free fubjeds. 
Secondly, Its chief and humane tendency is to di- 
minifli child murder, va horrible crime, formerly too 
frequent in Ruffia, where it was fometimes the at- 
tempt of defpair, whereas it is among us only the 

crime 
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fcrimè of opinion, and the imprudence of thé legifla- 
ture. 

We wifh not to leave Mofcow, without mention- 
ing the monaftery of Troitzkoi, or the Holy Trinity, 
famous in the antials of Ruffia, for the afylum it has 
often furnilhed to its fovereigns in times of rebel- 
lion and danger ; and ftill better known to foreign- 
ers, becaufe Peter I. took refuge there, when he re- 
covered from his fifter Sophia, the adminiftration 
of his dominions. This monaftery is fixty werfts 
from Mofcow. On the way to it, you pafs through 
Bretofshina, where Hands a palace built by Alexis 
Michaelowitfch, to which this prince often retired^ 
Not long ago, it was a large building, painted yel- 
low, with only a fingle ftorcy, containing fome low 
fmall rooms. For a long time, nobody inhibited 
this palace, if it deferves this name ; but the Em- 
prefs, charmed with the delightful fitiiation, and 
refpecling the refidence, which Peter I. preferred to 
all others^ built a palace of bricks, of which the fi- 
tuation is the chief beauty. 

The monaftery of Trçitzkoi, called alfo the mo- 
naftery of St Sergius, takes this laft name from its 
founder, who was called Sergius, and was put in 
the number of the faints, at the time that the monks 
as well as the popes, enjoyed the right of canoniza- 
tion. They enjoy this right ftill in the Greek 
church, .but to make a faint, the confent of the ho- 
. Vol. II. LI ly 
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ly fynod, and perhaps that of the Czar, is neceflarp 
Sergius, who was at the court of Demetrius Don», 
fid, when Saint Bernard was at thé court of Louis^ 
the Young, having advifed him to make war on 
the Turks, fent him two monks, to affift him with 
their counfels ; and the Ruffian chronicles, like all 
hiftories written by «monks, affirm, that thefe two 
friars contributed to the viâx)ries, which Donfld 
gained. We are not averfe to believe fo, not ,be- 
caufe thefe monks had military talents^ but becaufe 
they fpoke to the foldiers, in the language of fuper- 
fiition, and becaufe fanatics are capable of any thing, 
iii an engagement. 

The extent of the monaftery of Troitzkoi is very 
great. You would imagine you were entering a ci- 
ty. It is furrounded with confiderable fortifications: 
in theold ftyle, that is, with a brick wall, battle- 
ments, and towers. The parapet is covered with % 
timber roof. The walls and towers have embrafures 
for mu&ets and cannon, and all the works are be* 
fides furrounded with a deep fofle or ditch. This 
monaftery, or fortrefs, has flood more than one 
fiege. Among the reft, it defied all the efforts of 
Ladiflas, a Polifti prince, who bcfieged it with a nu»- 
merous army. 

Besides the habitation of the monks, there is 
within this wall an Imperial palace, and nine large 
diurches built by different fovcrcigns. The mona& 

tery^ 
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tCTjr, properly called fo, is ^formed of a fct of 
buildings, very fpacious, and furrounding a couru 
They are by much too large for the number of thofe^ 
who-at prefent inhabit them. Formerly there were 
three hundred monks, and ftudents in proportion. 
It was the beft endowed religious houfe in Rufiia ; 
It poflefled lands fo exteniive, that at leaft a hundred 
thoufand peafaats refided on them. Thefe having beea 
united to the crown, lU^e all thofe lands, which be- 
longed to the church, the monks now receive only 9. 
fmall penfion, and conféquently their number has 
•dimini&ed along with their revenues. To leffea 
their number, the true plan is to reduce them to ^ 
penfion, bur when they arc thus reduced, the pen- 
fion muft be paid them ; for a man, who has been 
'a monk for a certain time, becomes really a parafitc 
plant, that muft be nourifhed with thejuice of othersu 
There are at this day only a hundred monks at moft 
in Troitzkoi, who wear black clothes, and a hood of 
the fame colour. They eat no meat, and are fub- 
jeâ: to ûriét regulations. In this monaftery there i$ 
alfo a feminary, ia which there are about two huur- 
dred ftudents deftined for the church. Thefe leara 
nothing hut what is neceflary to qualify them fox 
being priefts^ and it is well known how little is ne- 
ceflary to be learned as a qualification for this office 
f^ Rvffi*. 
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As to the palace, of which *we have ^oken,— rit 
is very fmall, and bears a lingular contraft to the 
4arge buildings allotted for the monks. When the 
fovereigns relided in Mofcow, they frequently lod- 
ged in it. In one of thefe apartments there are ftuc- 
<co works, reprefenting thé.principal actions of Pe- 
ter I. The churches, like all thofe in Ruffia, are fu- 
perbly and fplendidly ornamented with gold and fit 
;ver work. The moft elegant dreffes worn by the 
priefts are there difplayed to view, but their chief 
excellence coijfifts in the metal, for the workman- 
fliip is coarfe. The principal church has a cupola, 
and four domes. That on the front is of gilt cop- 
per, that on the back part is of pewter, or iron 
painted green. The fteeple, which is new, was 
built by order of the Emprefe Elizabeth. It is a 
piece of architeâure agreeable enough. The trou- 
ble of afcending it receives a fatisfaclory recompenfe 
in the profpecl of a country delightfully varied, well 
cultivated, extremely fertile in grain, and covered 
jvith a vaft number of villages. 

Some of the tombs to be feen in* the principal 
church, attraft attention. .'The firft is that of Mary 
queen of Livonia, the only perfon, who ever bore 
this title, which Ihe purchafed dear, and never deri- 
ved any advantage from. She was dcfcendèd from 
Jwan Bafilowltfch IL and married Magnus, fon to 
phriftiern III. king of Denmark, in favout of whom 

Iwan 
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îwan II. wiflied to' make a kingdom of LivOnia; 
He did fo, but this new power lafted only four 
years. Magnus, for whofe advantage this kingdom 
had been formed, wanted to ihake off the depen- 
dence, in which the Ruffians kept him. He tried 
the fate of arms, was vanquiflied and taken prifoner 
by Iwan, ^ho never ferioufly wiflied the happinefe 
of Magnus. After having recovered his liberty^ 
this prince could never retrieve his fortune. In the 
year 1583, he ended his unhappy days in Courland, 
where he had taken refuge. His wife Mary was 
confined in a convent with Eudoxia, the only fruit 
pf this marriage. She was buried at the fide of her 
mother. 

The tomb of Boris Godonow is in the fame 
church, who, from being an individual fubjeâ:, be- 
came Czar of Ruffia, in the year 1 597, on the death of 
Fedor Iwanowitfch. He was of a noble family, and 
pf Tartar origin. He was born in the year 1522, 
and at the age of twenty, Iwan placed him with 
his fon Iwanowitfch. By degrees he arrived at the 
hîgheft dignities, and acquired great intereft by his 
fifter Irene's marriage with the Czar Fedor Iwano- 
witfch, under whom he very foon acquired a pow- 
er fo unlimited, that nothing remained for him to 
defire, but the title of fovereign. Even during the 
Czar's lifetime, he had takenl it upon him to affix 
jiis own feal inftead of the Czar's, who was mean 

enough 
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enough, or weak enough to fuficr him to ad fo dj£» 
refpecUuUy. 

This oftenfible fovereign, Fedor, dying without 
children, and all parties having the higheft ojnnion 
of the ability of Boris, they fet the ctown on his 
bead. At firfi he Ihowed himfelf worthy 'of fove- 
reign "power ; he was fo prudent, his manners were 
fo popubr, and his integrity was fo great. • But the 
fear of loiing what he had thus unexpeâedîy arrived 
at, made him commit atrocious crimes. Ete cruelly 
perfecuted feveral powerful families, whofe intereft 
he feared, and caufed prince Demetrius be ailafiina^ 
ted. An attempt, which did not continue long un- 
punifhed. AU Ruflîa rofe at once to avenge him, 
and the tyrant in defpair at feeing himfelf abandon- 
ed, even by thofe, whom he had lifted from the 
dull, to make his accomplices, or the perpetrators 
of his crimes, took poifon, that he might not pafs 
direâly from the throne to the fcaflfold, and expir- 
ed in the mofl horrible convulfions. His death^ 
which happened in the year 1605, after a reign of 
eight years, has been confidered by fome Ruffians, 
as a misfortune to their country. It muft be own-. 
ed, that if the crimes of Boris could be banifhe4 
from the mind, he might be regarded as one of the 
greateft princes, that ever governed Ruffia. The 
fame thing has happened to him, that happens to 
all tyrants. Crimes have been imputed to him, of 

which 
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triiîch he never was guilty, and by experience he 
found it to be the fate of princes, that they cannot 
commit one crime, without being charged with 
many others. It would feem that heaven, who is 
the proteâor of the weak, intended thereby to im- 
pofe a check on the powerful, who are a frajdof this 
kind of difgrace. Thus Boris, who had brought 
on himfelf the hatred and deteftation of pofterity by 
one crime, has been alfo condemned with the utmoft 
feverity, even for actions, dcferving of the higheft 
commendation. 



CHAP. XIX. 

Departure from Mofcow. — Foreji of Wolkonjki. — F/A 
loges. — Peafants. — Their cottages. — Roads. — Pojir. 
— Viafma. — Dogorobufch. — Smolenjko. — Defcription 
of this town.— 'Lady. — ToHtzin.— Entry into Poland^ 

W E left Mofcow with the defign of going into Po- 
land by Smolenlko. As we got out of this city, we 
croffed the Mofcowa, upon a fort of raft, or boat 
fixed to the two banks. The Ruffians call thefe 
rafts. Moving bridges^ becaufe they bend and move 
under the weight of a carriage. Such bridges would 
not be much to the tafte of our ladies. 

From 
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From Mofcow to Malo Aviafma, the road îs à 
broad avenue, .cut in a ftr^ight line acrofs a foreft, 
which you enter, almoft as foon as you leave Mof- 
cow. It takes the name of Wolkonlki (foreft,) is 
Cif immenfe extent and contains the fources of the 
principal rivers of Ruflia in Europe, the Dwina, 
Dnieper and Wolga. The fource of the Dvirina is 
at a great diftance from the high way, but thofe of 
the Dnieper, and Wolga are not. The ground in 
this country is very frequently interrupted by hills 
and valleys, but they are of little elevation and dç*. 
prelîîon. The trees, which Ikirt the roads, have 
been planted by the hands of nature. They are 
oaks, birches, aflies, poplars, and pines, which form 
a mixture of the greateft variety. The majeftic 
and uniform extent of the foreft, is occafionally re- 
lieved by fields and meadows, which by varying 
the profpect, amufe the traveller, whom the folitude 
of the road infpires with a gloomy melancholy. As 
in this foreft there are often long fpaces of the road, 
very good, we had recourfe to our books, which 
favcd us many wearifome moment*. 

: Selonaro and Grctkeva, which are in the foreft, 
are poor villages. Viafma, which you come to as you 
get out of the wood, ftands on an eminence, and, 
with its domes and fteeples, makes a refpeftful ap- 
pearance through the trees. This city, irregularly • 
built on a great extent of ground, confifts chiefly 

of 



Travels in Russia* àri 

b{ wooden houfes. The fmall number of brick hou- 
les, you notice there, is indebted tp the munificence 
of the Emprefe. The j^rincipal ftreet^ like the Ruf- 
fian highways, is covered with planks. This city 
contains more than twenty chùrcliés, an aftonifliing 
number for a place fo thinly peopled. Perhaps it 
would have been a flourifliing city, if manufaftures 
had been erected inftead of thefe churches. But in- . 
duftfy is none of the qualities of devotees. To the 
wfeful virtues they prefer a childilh abnegation, 
which the divinity reprobates. 

The ^ peafants of the countries we travelled , 
through, appeared to be race of tall men, very ftrong 
and inured to fatigue. Their drefs confifts of a 
round hat, or very high cap, a coat of coarfe cloth, 
or in winter, a lheep-£kin, which comes down .be* 
low their knee, and is fixed to the veft by a girdle^ 
z pair of breeches of cloth as ftrong, as that of 
which our facks are made, a piece of cloth or flan- 
nel rolled round their legs inftead of ftockings, fan- 
dais of plaited bark, tied with points of the fame 
fluff, which rifing, upon the leg, ferye for garters^ 
In fummcr a fliirt and pair of cloth breeches are of^ 
ten all their drefs. 

The form of their houfes or rather cottages is 
fquare. They are built of whole logs heaped on 
one another and joined with tenures and mortifes, 
as formerly defcr^bed. The vacuities between the 

Vol. II. Mm logs 
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logs are filled with mofs. In the infide they are 
ftnoothed with a hatchet, and refemble an woodéh'' 
partition. On the out fide the bark is not covered:* 
The roof has two fides, and confifts of the bark of^ 
trees, or of flringles overlaid with potter's clay or* 
turf. For executing all this the peafant ufes only^ 
the hatchet, which he handles with the greatcft dex- 
terity. With this fingle ihftrument he cuts the 
wood and does every thing elfe, becaufe the moft 
.part of the Ruflian pealants, are yet unacquainted 
with the faw. . 

The windows are openings of fome inches fquare,. 
AVhich they fhut with a board, which Aides in 2L 
gropve, and the doors are fo low, that a man of or- 
dinary ftature is obliged ^to ftoop before he catï 
get in. 

These cottages feldom have two flroreys. If theyr 
have, the loWeft one is kept as a ftore houfe for 
provifions, and in the higheft the femily lodges.. 
The ftair-cafe is a kind of ladder fet on the outfide^ 
but moft frequently xthe cottages have only the 
ground floor and one room. 

The fuuaiture of thfefe fmall rural dweHings con^ 
fifts of an wooden table, and benches fixed round 
the room. The utenfils art a few' plates, bafons^ 
and fpoons, all made of wood, aud fometimes an 
earthen pot, ufed for cooking the coarfe meats^ of 
Aefe fimple peog^e, who generally live on rye bread. 
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^SS^t ^^^ fi&» bacon, and muflirooin^. Their moft 
^eftœmed diih is a ragout, made up of frefh or fak 
m^aty oat meal feafoned with q^ions and garlic, for 
:the RuiSan peafants put garlic in every thing* Thç 
inhabitants of thefe provinces are very greedy of 
>money* Thçy afk payment in advance, every time 
you cheapen or buy the leaft article. They alio ap- 
pear inclined to theft, and it is one of the principe 
employments of a traveller to keep them at a dif- 
tance from his baggage. > 

The peafants are obliged to fur,nifli horfes at eve- 
ry poft, and A a fixed and moderate rate, which 
makes them very flow in bringing them out. WhoF 
ever furniflies theip, afts as poftilion. Tliey alway^s 
put four horfes a breaft, and commonly eight or 
ten are yoked in a carriage, that does not require 
half of the number. But the pofts are like, thofe 
of Mofcow and St Petei fburg, and the roads detet 
table when ttie froft h^s not covered them with ic€i^ 
At the time of a thaw, which often comes on fud- 
-denly, the method of yoking the horfe beci3ipes an 
:hindrance to the carriage, inÛead of forwarding fts 
progrefs, for being yoked a breaft, they embarrafs 
rather than help one another. The drivers fcarcely 
ever ufe boots or faddjfes. They have no ftirrups, 
tut a double cord laid over the bac]k of the horfe* 
Jnftead of a bridle they ufe a bit of fmall cord for 
^^rnjing the horfes, which have no regular. |lep^ 
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The drivers, either inexpert or cardeft, often make 
them gallop in the worft of the road, and let them 
go flowly where it is firm and level. The end of a 
cord ferves them for a whip, but they ufe it fd- 
dom. Their pradice is to roufe their horfes by cry- 
ing and whiftlyig, and when thefe good people are 
not engaged in one of thefe exerdfes, they make 
the air refound with their fongs, like the Jamfliics 
in the neighbourhood of Mofcow. 

On the road from Viafma tp Smolenfko, thç 
woods and villages are fuch as we have been de- 
fcribing, except Dogorubufh, which the people of the 
country call à city. This city theq, fince they will 
, have it fo, is built on a hill, and exhibits a group 
of churches, houfes, cottages, fidds, and meadowy. 
Several houfes have been built very lately at the 
Emprds* expencç. They are of brick, and covered 
with a fort of ftucco, and when compared with the 
cottages around them, look like palaces. Dogorubujb 
was formerly a place of ftrength, and flood fevcral 
fieges in the war between Poland and Ruffia. The 
remains of an old citadd are yet to be feen, from 
which there is an e^iteniive prpfped of a champaign 
pountry, walked by meanders of the Dnieper, and 
bounded by diftant little hills. 

If Smolenfko is not the moft beautiful, it is cer- 
tainly the moft Angular city in Ruffia. It fiands pa 
the banks of the Dnieper, in a valley between two 
^''' ' r ^ V : \ hais- 
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hills. Its walls are thirty feet high, and fifteen 
broad. The lower part of them is of ftone, and thé 
uppe^ of brick, and they follow the windings of 
the hills. At every corner there is a round or 
fquare tower, of two or three ftoreys, ntiuch broad- 
er at top than at bottom, and covered with an wood- 
en roof of a round form. The intervals between 
thefe towers are taken up with turrets, and on the 
outfide the wall is defended by a deep fofle, a co- 
vered way, % glacis, &c. Where the ground is 
higher t;here are alfo earthen redoubts conftruâed 
in the modern way. The cathedral is built on an 
eminence in the middle of the city. From the 
ground, on which it ftands, the view is moft piâu- 
refque. The city appears at a little diftance, and 
almoft under the fame horizon, you fee all that the 
profped contains, houfes, fteeples, gardens, groves, 
fields, and meadows. It is one of thofe fcenes, 
which are feldoqi to be met with. The moft part 
of the houfes are built of wood, and of one ftorey. 
They are hardly any thing but cottages. There is 
however a fmall number of houfes, which look heat- 
er, 2^tlea{l not fo poor, which the inhabitants of 
that country ferioufly call palaces. Some of the 
churches are built of brick and ornamented with 
fiucco. A long and broad paved ilreet cuts the city 
in a ftraight line. The reft are in general irregular, 
^d covered with planks. The walls of thé city ex- 
tends 
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teads to the banks o£ the I^nieper* Beyond the ri^ 
^er is a kind orfuburbs, confiftbg of ftragg^ing 
tiuts, which being joined to the city by an wooden 
bridge, alfo forms a landfcape worthy of the artifts* 
pencil. It is (aid that Smolenfko contains about 
four thoufand inhabitants» It has no manufaâ^jres, 
but it carries on fome trade with Ukraine, Dantzic» 
und Riga. It fella linen, hemp, honey, wax, lea* 
ther, hogs briftles, mafts, planks, and Siberian furs* 
In the courfe of the continual war»» between the 
Ruffians and Poles, Smolenflto was confîdered as ^ 
very impojctint place. Although its fortifications 
were, according to the faihion of the times, only 
jcarthen works, fones, paUfades, and a citaçlcl buiLt 
iofwood, they were fufficient to fecur« this city 2i- 
gainft the incurfions of an undifcipIinQdi force; for 
the length of a regular fiege, woyld have fqon diC- 
couragcd trciÊQp3^;^«qually unacquainted with the 
art of forming Mdîfupportîng it. It was riot till 
the fj3cteaf^K;^enlii^y, th^^ Czar Bafile Iwano- 
4f|éitfeh'inade bîmfelf mailer of it by bribing the gar- 
rifon. The Ruffians kept it for about a century in 
• the lame Hate,, in which they took it. Afterwards 
'\i% importance induced them to furround it with a 
wall, which is ftill lafting. In the year i6i>, the 
Poles retook it, but about thé end of the century it 
fell again into the hands of the RuffianSj'^and has 
remained there. 
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Lady, which you come to after paffing SmolèD-^ 
Ikoà i;<ras "a frontier town before the difmemberment^ 
of Polan|[. From this town, which deferves not 
the nairieT^ç.far as Tolitsdn, which is the laft vil- 
lage in Ruilia, the country i3 unequal, and inter- 
iperfed with hills, and numerous forefts. Itpro- 
duces wheat, millet, hemp, and flax. There arc 
fome larger villages, in which there are fchools and 
other, buildings, ereded at the Emprefs'" expence, 
who extends her beneficent eye to the frontiers of 
the fiâtes, and is not like thofe Purblind monarchs, 
who fee all their kingdom in their capital, and by 
the appearance of it^ judge of the provinces, which 
moft frequently have a very different afpedl. At 
Tolitain too there are churches with domes, appro- . 
priated to the PoKfli diffenters'from the Greek form 
of worlhip, and to the Ruffians, who wifh to fet- 
tle in this country, which is a part of the govern- 
ment of Mohilef. 

The lines, which feparate Ruflia from Poland, 
are drawn from the mouth of the Dwina to above 
Witepfk. Thence a line ftraight fouth to the head 
of the Drug, near Tolitzin, thence along the Drug 
to its junftion with the Dnieper, and thence along 
the Dnieper till the point where it receives the Sotz/ 

This vafl territory is at prefent divided into two* 
Governments, thofe of Polotfk and Mohilef. Its po-*^ 
pulation is about a million îi^ hundred thoufand^ 

foul5^ . 
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fouls. It produces abundance of grain, hemp, u^lsl^ 
and grafs». Its fojefts furniih a great number of 
mails, planks, oak for the fhip building, pitch, tar^ 
whereof the greateft part is fent to Riga by the £) wina^ 



CHAP. XX. 



Philosophical accounts of the Tartar tribes fuhjeEl to^ 
RuJJia^ but little known. — The Barfèhkiriâm. — The 
Burattians. — The Czuwachians. — The Kalmucs. — 
TheCoJfkcs. — The Mongols. — The Mordwans.^^The 
OJiiacL — The Samoiedes. — The Tungujians. 

IN Italy and the cquntries once held by the ancient 
Greeks, where the philofopher treads on the ruins of 
ancient cities, which are now nQ more, but remind 
him of the haughty nations, who poffeffed them, he 
fees nothing in nature, bût decay and decripitude. 
But, if tranfported to the northern extremities of 
Europe, he travel over the immenfe frontiers of 
RuiSa, he finds nature in a ftate of infancy ; he ob- 
ferves none but rifing cities and nations, which have 
the manners of the men, who lived in the firft âges 
of the" world, and like them have no wants but thofe 
of the firft neceffity, and know not the fweet con- 
veniencies of luxury ; who, like thefe ancients, have 
no payons but fuch as arife from conftitution, and 

know 
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know not even the names of fuch als originate in de- 
praved ahd impure manners. 

Our bufinefs and cUriofity gave us frequent orp- 
portunîtieâ of having communication with thefe 
people, and we have collected fdme dbferVatlons, u- 
pon their manners and cuftoms, which our readers 
will not perufe without being interefted. In the 
catalogue of thefe nations, we have followed alphabe- 
tical order, that our details may be more concife and 
better arranged. 

Th£ Barfchkiras, more generally called BarfchkirU 
ans, differ from wandering tribes in this ; during win- 
ter they live in lioufes, or huts, built in the Rufliari 
fafliidn. The principal part; which the family com- 
monly poffeffes, is furniflied with large benches, 
which ferve for beds. The chimney, of a conical 
form, and of the height of an ordinary man, is in 
the middle of thîs diviûdn, ând foi ill cdnftrucled, 
that they ate very liable to fmoke ; confequeutly the 
Barfchkirians are very fubjeft to various complaints 
of the eyes. 

The principal furniture of their hut is à bpttle of 
an oblong fliape, fufpended near the chimney, and 
vifited every hoiir of the day, becaufe it contains 
their favourite drink, a mixture of foiir milk and 
mead, which they call Arjari. So long as it Ufts; 
they live merrily, and there is nothing they will not 
do to procure it. A ftranger finds fome difficulty 

Vol. II. N n * îii 
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m accuftoming hîmfelf to this beverage. Yet we 
have feen Rufîî^n foldiers drink it as readily as the: 
Barfchkîrîans. A little nicer than the foldiers, who, 
provided they got one drink, were fatisfiéd, we 
could not tafte it without reludance, e^ecially whea 
we came near the bottle, which, never or very feU 
dom being cleaned, emits a fmell difficult to be de- 
fcribed. 

In fummer this people inhabit what^ the Ruffians 
call Juries. They are tents or cottages of felty 
which, like the huts, have feveral divifions, and a 
chimney in the centre. . In the choice of a fituatio» 
for a winter village, they pay more regard to fliel- 
ter, and nearnefs of forage for their cattle, than to 
water, becaufe they are accuftomcd to the ufe of 
fnow water. A winter village contains *from ten to 
fifty huts, but the fummer encampment never ex- 
ceeds twenty Juries ; fo that the large winter villa- 
ges fire divided into feveral fmall fummer camps. 

Both fexes wear fliirts of cloth made of nettles^ 
which have the fame fliape., They alfo wear, with- 
out any diftindion, wide drawers, which defcend to 
the ancle-bone, and a fort of flippers like people in 
the eaft. Both men and women M'^ear a long gown. 
The men's gown is much larger, and generally of 
red cloth' bordered with fur. They bind it round 
their middle with a girdle, or with the belt, îëo > 

which 
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"which they fix their fcymitar. The poor have a 
winter pelifle of flieepfkin, and the rich wear a 
horfelkin, ordered in fuch a way, that the mane co- 
vers their back, and waves in the wind. The cap 
15 of cloth, like the fruftrum of a cone, and ten inch- 
es high. By the rich it is uCually ornamented with 
valuable furs. The gown of the wives is of fine 
doth or filk. It is buttoned before, as far up as the 
neck, and fattened by a broad girdle, which the richer 
dajQTes have made of flieek Their neck and throats 
are covered with a fort of fhawl, on which arefeverai 
rows of ccÀns^ or a Aring of £hells. Their cap is a 
kind of Jnonk's hood^ which WQuld disfigure them ^ 
if they were not gainers by hiding themfelves» 
Their drefs confifts in concealment, for which we 
thought ourfelves obliged to them. They all wear 
a bandeau on their forehead^ to difi;ingui{h them 
;from girls and widows. 

The Barfchkirians are the m^ft negligent and flo- 
vealy of the Tartars. In commerce they are the 
4eaft intelligent j but, in return, they are the moft 
Jiofpitable, the moft lively, and the moft brave. 
They are ?Jfo the merrieft, efpecially if they have no 
-;Uneafinefs about providing for to-morrow, and few 
of them calc]ulate beyond this term. Men and wo- 
<inen are paffionately fond of horfes, the women ef- 
Jpçcially. The moft acceptable prefent that can be 
• N jx 2 niadp 
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made them, is a fine liorfe-cloth. We have fee» 
fome of very valuable fur. 

Their diverfipns at any religious feftival, or at a 
tnarriagfe, confift in numerous libations of four milk, 
fioging, dancing, wreftKng, and horfe racing, in 
which they excel. In their fongs they enumerate 
the achievements of their anceftors, or thejr own, 
and fometimes their amorous torments. Thefe 
fongs are always accompanied with, gtftures, which 
make them very theatrical,. Among them, old age 
meets with the grcateft refpeft. In their entertain- 
ments it occupies the place of jionour, and the 
flranger to whom compliipents are paid, is always 
fet jmong the old men. 

Although fhe Barfchkirians, like moft of the 
Tartars, are Mahometans ;. though they have their 
mofques, their molahs, and their fchools ; they are 
not the lefs addicted to fome fuperftitious pra<fti<:es^ 
Originating in pagar-ifm, or at leaft in the ignorance 
of the times, when paganifrh prevailçd. They have 
their forcerers, whofe knavery can be equalled only 
by the ftupidity of thofe, who are their dupes. 
They challenge the devil, and pretend to fight def- 
perately with him. If a credulous Barfchkirian has 
by difeafe, or the feverity of the feafon, loft one or 
two mares, he goes to confult the conjuror, who 
^ perfuades him, that the devil has killed his mares, 
and that next night he will go fight" him, and éPrive 

him^ 
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Mm from hîs houfe. Next morning at break o£ 
day, the forcerer appears with fweat on his brow, 
and all the external marks of a man, who has been 
fighting. He affures him^ for whom he has been 
fighting, that the enemy is conquered. The weak 
Tartar clafps him round the neck, thanks and en- 
tertains hini, pays him, and returns to bed, calm 
and fure of having no more eneinies. How many 
Barfchkirians like him are to be found from pole to 
pole. ^ 

The Barfchkirians have had no Kan or king, fincc 
jthey became fubjeâ: to the Ruffians. Their nobility 
alfo, which was numerous formerly, has been almoft 
entirely deftroyed by inteftîne broils, and the wars 
they have had with Ruffia. At prefent, every tribe, 
or Wolojie^ elefts for chiefs within itfelf, two or more 
old men 5 whom they call Starfchini from Star/chine^ 
which fignifies department, or diftriâ:. The nation 
of the Barfchkirians is made U|^f thirty fix Woloftes, 
of which the total population is twenty eight thou- 
fand families, or houfes. Their language is a Tar- 
Jar dialecl, which is very different from that Ipoken 
at Kafan. The military fervice, which they are 
bound to perform, and the only point^, in which the 
Ruffian yoke galls them, confifts in furnifliing in 
war times, three thoufand cavalry, which form thir- » 
ty troops of a hundred men each^ ufually armed 
with a bow, arrows, a lance, a coat pf mail, and a 

helmet. 
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helmet. The greater part of them now have fabres, 
fufees, or ptftols. There are even fome v^ho are 
provided with thefe different arms at the £ame time. 
They are well mounted, are excellent liorfemen, 
and flill better archers. A military corps belonging 
to this nation has a very fingular appearance, live- 
ry horieman drefles himielf as he pleafes, and as he 
can. He has a led horfe, which he Ipares for battle, 
and which carries his provifions, conGfting of four 
milk, and dried corn, which is ground inp meal, 
with hand-mills, always fcdlowing the army. With 
this meal they make a b^l, ix: bowl, which they 
fwallow, and which ferves them for bread. Every 
troop of a hundred horfemen has a fiandard of feve- 
ral colours, and thefe ftandards in the fame regi- 
ment, differ as nmch from one another, as the arms 
of the horfemen, who, on marches and battles, 
know neither ranks nor files, and yet fight not the 
worfe for all this. 

The Burattiansy called among themfelves Barga 
Buratty but by the RuiEaçs Bratjiij poffefs the fouth 
part of the mountains of Irkuzk, from Jenifei to the 
frontiers of China, and the banks of the Angara, oi 
the Tungu&a, of the Lena, the fouth bank of the 
Baikal, and of the Selenga and Argun, rivers in 
Dauria. 

They are divided into a great number of tribes^, 
x:alled Kolbondafy which are fubdivided into cafts, or 
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Aimaksj and each Aimak is compofed of a certain 
number of Chottons^ or villages, containing ten or 
twenty families. The oldeft of the Chottons go- 
verns it, and fix of thefe Chottons are fubjeâ; to a 
SchulengUy or Judge, whom they choofe from among 
their chiefs ; but he is confirmed in his office, along 
with all the chiefs of the higher order, by the go- 
vernor of the province. Twenty four Schulengas 
form a tribe, or Kolbonda, which is commanded by 
a common chief, chofen from among the families of 
their ancient princes. Île watches over the obfer- 
vation of the laws, decides and determines difputes, 
dimini{hes'and augments the tribes, aflembles and 
commands the proportion of recruits,, which the 
nation muft furniflx in cafe of war, till the time, 
that they are united to the main body of the army. 
To ^give more fupport to this chief, Catharine IL 
has given orders, that he fhould wear a girdle orna- 
mented with filver, on which is infcribed the name 
of the caft he commands, and the Buratt has be- 
come proud of this decoration, whicli is only a mark 
of his flavery. 

According to the accounts taken in the year 
1782, this nation forms fixty five cafts, containing 
thirty three thoufand bows, or heads of families, 
and as they fpeak the Mongol language, profefs the 
religion of the Kalmucs, lead the fame life, and ma- 
nage their flocks in the fame manner with the Barfch- 

kirians. 
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kiriaos, we refer our readers to thé heads, Kalmuci 
Mongols^ and Barfchkirians^ in order to avoid repe- 
tition. We fliall only mention fome cuftoms pecu* 
liar to them. 

They may marry as many wives, as they arc a- 
ble to pay for. Many have four or five, a number 
have only two, and the greateft* part, whether from 
poverty, afFeftion, or conveniency, are contented 
with one. Thefe wives, be they one or many in 
one family, are in a more comfortable fituation^ 
than wives are among any other people in Siberia. 
The price of a bride is paid in cattle of different 
kinds. A young girl, according to her beauty and 
character, may, among the rich, receive a hundred 
horfes, twenty camels, fifty horned cattle, two hun* 
dred flieep, and thirty goats. This proportion is 
not always the fame\ but varies according to the 
laws, and fometimes according to circumftances. 
The nuptials are celebrated on the fame day that the 
cattle are delivered. For this purpofe they ered a 
Jurte of felt, entirely new, of a white colour, and 
remarkably neat. The tjiree firft days are fpent in 
feafting, finging, and dancing. The mufical inftru- 
ment ufed at thefe rural balls is a guitar with two 
firings, like that which the Ruffians call balalaika. 
The old, who are not amorous, and the rigid, who 
keep by rule, find great fault, if the young couple 
have not waited, till thefe three days of riot be ex- 
pired 
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pîi*ed, for the confummation of the marriage. This 
law js not tranfgreffed, if the marriage be only a 
matter of convenience, but if the parties be fond of 
one another, and love has formed the union, they 
difoblige the old and the rigid the firft night. 

When a hufband dies and leaves feveral wives^ 
ihe, who has born him children, or if they all have 
had children, the oldëft becomes miffrefs of the Jur- 
te. In the former cafe, thofe who have had no chil- 
dren, return to their relations on fine horfes, and 
carry with them the clothes, and prefents, which 
they received from the hufband. In cafe they have 
no place to retire to, they continue in the jurte, 
fubordinate to the wife-mother, and are entitled ta 
the tenth of the cattle left by the hufband. 

The Gajuwachians are fcatte/ed over the right bank 
of the Wolga, in the government of Kafan, and ex- 
tend as far as Ufa, in that of Orenburg, and for 
this reafon are diftinguiflied by the name of Uftan 
Tartars. They are a very laborious people. Their 
population amounts to upwards of a hundred thou- 
fand fouls. They have fmaller towns, and a great- 
er number of villages. Silifgorod and Kohjhaijk are 
the two chief places in the nation. 
V They acknowledge only one God, to whom they 
give the name of Ti^r, but among them the fuil re- 
ceives a worfhip almoft equal to that of Tor. They 
have no temples, and it is in the middle of forefb 

Vol. IL O that 
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that Tor receives their homage, and facrifices, whidi^ 
coniift of black lambs, which in the lambfeafon 
they flaughter in as great numbers, as their Jumak 
or ttîsÇlj prieft has ordered. The Tumqfki^ priefts 
fubordinate to the Jumak enjoy the greatcft autho- 
rity among the Ulian Tartars. Ih difeafes, they 
are the only phyficians to whom they apply. la 
their difputes they arc their only judges, and in 
their affairs they are their only counfellors. It is a 
Yumajki^ who carries to the forcft the offering, 
which his village fends to the Grand Jumak, ^nd 
the latter, according to every appearance, divides 
after the facrificç' with the Yumafki. Liker*the reft 
of the Tartars they abftain from hog*s flefli, and re- 
frain from working on the Friday, as the chriftians 
do on éunday. Every year they celebrate a kind 
of Eafter, of which both the day and place of cele- 
• bration are determined only by the Grand Jumak. 
Every family repairs thither in the moft profound 
Ineditation, carrying their lamb, which is Idlled in 
the name of Ti?r, and after the facrifice it is eaten by 
thofe, who brought it. They all ufe nearly the fame 
drefs, the fame kind of food^ and have the man- 
ners of the Barfchkirians, 

The Kalmucs, who are a branch of the Mongole, 
are generally of middling ftature, and diftinguiihed 
from all other people by their look. Their charac* 
tcriftic features arfc, eyes, whereof the large angle- 
placed 
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jxlaped oUiquely and dcfcending on the nofe, is a lit- 
tle open and fiill of flefli; black thin eyebrow^, 
forming a very low arch ; a iform of nofe quite par- 
ticular, generally fiat towards the brow, high cheek 
bones, a very round head and fiice. Their eye- 
balls are generally of a dark brown, their lips thick 
,and flefihy, their chin is fhort, their teeth are very 
white, and continue beautiful and frefh even ti}l 
•old age. In fhort their, ears are €;normoufly large, 
and detached/rom their heads* By thefe accounts the 
reader may fee, that the figure of the Kalmcus bears 
a complete refcmblance to that, w.hich we havegot 
.defcribed of the Chinefe. Naturalifts^ who have 
examined the KalmUcs and the Mongols, have ob- 
ier ved, that the mixture of Ruffian and Tartar 
^blood with that of the Kalmucs and Mongols, which 
ivery frequently takes place in the extenfive country 
fituated fouth of the Biikal, generally produces 
children of the moft agreeable looks, whiUt thofe 
of Kalmuc or Mongol origin, are, as their figure 
ihows, of a moft difgufting deformity. 

Nature has beftowed on the Kalmucs one gift, 
rwhich they enjoy in common with many favage and 
infulated people, who live folely by hunting. They 
;have an incredible acutenefs of fmell, which is of 
great fervice to them, by enabling them to perceive 
the fmoke of fire or of an enemy's camp at a confi- 
^derable diftance* Their hearing too is very nice, 

O 2 and 
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and their fight extremely quick. By the firft of 
thefe two fenfes, they can diftinguifii, at a great 
diftance, the noife of an enemy's horfe on march, 
and the place, where they can find their ftray- 
êd cattle. For this purpofe they need only 
to ly down and apply their ears clofe to the 
ground. But the quicknefs of their fight furpafles 
even their hearing. At an amazing diftan^ce they 
perceive the fmalleft objects, and diftinguifii the fort 
and number. of troops, that may be coming againft 
them. 

The Kalmucs are affable to all, and the moft hof- 
pitable of all the wandering tribes, fo that a man of 
this nation, provided with a horfe, clothes, and 
arms, may go about among them for three whole 
moriths, without carrying with him either money 
or provifions. Wherever he goes, he is fure of find- 
ing friends, with whom he is Connected by the 
bonds of hofpitality, who give him the kindeft re- 
ception, and entertain- him with the beft they have. 
If, hy accident, he find no friends in the place, 
where he fliops, he goes and lodges in the firft hut 
he meets with on his road, and he has hardly en- 
tered, when all his wants are fupplied. The ftran- 
gér, too, who travels among thefe people, is as well 
treated as if he had been borrt^among them ; but, 
. m order to receive this welcome, he muft put him- 
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felf under the proteftion-of a Kalmuc, and this can 
be procured by fome fmall prefents. 

This nation, fo hofpitable at home, becomes a 
nation of robbers, when they pafs into the territory 
of another ; but to the pillage they commit, they 
are more frequently inftigated by motives of nation- 
al hatred than of greed, and in the execution they 
employ ftratagem rather than open force. 

The men's* dfefs among the.Kalmucs confifts in 
an upper gown, which defcends as far as the ham of 
the leg. It has long fleeves, but very well fitted at 
the wrifts. Thefe gowns are of cloth, or cotton, 
or coarfer fluff, according to the fortune of the in- 
dividuals. The rich wear very fliort fhirts, but the 
poor, put their pelifles next their fkin, and wear 
them winter and fummer. This drefs is very difa- 
greeable to the eye. • ^ 

Breeches made in the form of pantaloons arc 
common to both men and women. The drefs of 
the latter differs from that of the former, only by 
the fafhion of the gown at the neck, and it is but- 
toned before, from top to bottom. The women al- 
fo put above their gown, particularly when they go 
abroad, a fort of cloak, which is always of finer fluff 
than the gown. When they travel, men and wo- 
men wear this cloak above the gown and peliffc, 
and bind the whole with a girdle. The young wo- 
men drefs quite like the men, except on the head, 

for 
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for which the drefs is a mixture of ribbands, and 
curls of hair, agreeably enough arranged. The mea 
all (have, and leave pnly a fmall tuft of hair on the 
<:ro.wn. This cuftom they have in common with 
the Chinefe and Tungufians. The young Kalmucs^ 
from infancy till the age of eighteen, go uaked as 
far down as the middle, but the girls are clothe4 
as focMi as they are ten years of age. 

The caps of the Kalmucs havevdifferent forms, 
:and there are fome, which are worn indifcriminately 
by both fexes, and others, which are appropriated 
only to one. Whatever the cap be, it is always of 
yellow cloth, and ornamented on the front by feve- 
Tal loops of red filk, which the young Kalmuc lafie^ 
place with much tafte. Thofe who cannot procure 
loops of filk, iupply their place with a bit of red 
cloth, or other fluff; but always of this colour, be» 
caufe it is the fign, by which thofe, rwho profeis the 
religion of Lama^ are diftinguiihed, and this is the 
only religion in repute among thefe people, and the 
Mongols. 

The moveable dwellings of the Kalmucs are the 
fame with thofe huts of felt, which the Barfchki- 
xians ufe, as already mentioned. The Kalmuc huts 
however appeared to us, to be larger, and made 
with greater care. 

All the riches and means of fubfiftence, which 
the Kalmucs have, confift in their flocks, which 

many 
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Aiany an^ong them count by thoùîands. Among 
them a man is coniidered ablte to live on his income, 
iif he has ten cows and a bull, with eight mare» andF 
a ftallion, Thefe two kinds of animals eonftitute 
the principal part of their fipcks. As foi^ camels, 
aone but the wealthy, and the priefts, (who too are 
wealthy, or live as if they were fo,) are policed of 
tfhenr. Their horfes are too wild, too fmall^, and 
too vireak for drawing, but not to be equalled ia 
^iftnefs, and they are as hardy as fwift. Their 
hoofe are fo firm and hard, that the Kalraucs rido 
#hem without being obliged to fhoe them. 

They ufually geld the colts, and when they pro- 
6eed to this operation, they flit their noftrils, in or- 
der that they may breathe the more freely whea 
tfticy run. In no feafon of the year do they rejpove 
tlie ftallions from the milch mares. For every ten,, 
'or at leaft fifteen mares, they keep a ftallion. Thefe 
ftallions are the leaders of the herd, which they 
Walk at the head of, and defend with undaunted 
courage againft wolves, and every other animal that 
dares attack it. 

The Kalmuc flieep refbmble thofe of Great Tar- 
tary in the length and thicknefs of the tail. They 
yield tallow eqyal to butter in quality, and fuperior 
in fubftance* Thefe fheep are much ftronger than 
the Ruflian ibeep, and carry a coarfe kind,of wool, 
mixed with hair« 

Tna: 
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The camels^ts we havç faid, arc a mark of ricfr-^ 
cs among the Kalmucs. This animal is fo much the 
more valued, that befides its utility, it multiplies 
flowly, and is fubjeft to an infinite number of dif* 
tempers, under which it finks fooncr or later, bc- 
caufe it is extremely delicate. In winter, efpecially, 
the camel ftands in need of care, and requires to be 
fcreened from hoar-frofts, which prove mortal to 
him. For this purpofe they cover htm with pieces 
of old felt, and defend him with thick mats. In 
iummer, while in the fields, he requires the protec- 
tion of his keepers, to defend him from the attacks o£ 
wolves, becaufe in fpite of his enormous fize, he is 
timid as the dove, and weak as the lamb. The pro-^ 
pagation of this creature, too, demands particular ^ 
care. When in feafon the feiAale niuft be forced to 
fit on her hind legs, then the male is brought, and 
they muft be aflifted in copulation. 
' The KalmuGs put a value on camels with two 
bunches, and think them more ufeful, and more 
tractable, than the reft. This is prqudice in the 
Kalmucs. Both kinds are moft tradable, and to 
direft a camel, nothing more is neceffary, than to 
put a cbrd rourld his nofe, which when his guide 
pulls, by lowering. his hand, the camel kneels to re- 
ceive, his burden, and when he pulls it upwards^ 
' the camel rifes. Travellers have remarked one 
tiling, which has efcaped the Kalmucs^ who do not 
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obfcrve fo minutely, namely, the ^nels with twa 
bunches have a much harder trot than the camels 
with one. 

The Kalmucs ufe the milk and wool of the camel. 
The milk is thick, creamy and of a fait tafte, which 
it lofes by being boiled. Ië is excellent w|ien mixed 
with coffee and tea. In our excurfions k was a 
tr^at, which we. were very fond of. 

Camel^s hair h uf:d for the ^purpofe of making 
mattreffes, excellent fçlt, and cloth of unequalled 
finenefs. At Kâfan we faw fome, which had the 
glofs of filk, and the rich pile of Satin. 

When a horde 'or Kalmuc Uluji change their re- 
fidence, which in fummer they do once a month, 
proper perfons are difpatched tochoofe a fpot of 
ground. Thefe are directed to referve three of the 
beft fituations^ one for the Kan' or prince, another 
for the Lama or prieft, and a third for the huts, 
in which the idols are to be fet. The reft of the 
ground is then divided among the horde, according 
to the antiquity of their, families. In this fort of 
encampments every article jnuft be^carried on ca- 
mels or b,ullocks. The hurdles which form the par- 
titions, and all the apparatus of tlie hut, can be put ' 
into a fmall package, and make up the load of one, 
feldom of two xamels. The bales of valuable furni- 
ture are covered with caparifons of felt of different 
colours, and curiouHly embroidered. The animal 

Vol. II. ' Pp which 
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which carries them, goes at the head of the convoy 
of each individual, and has his neck ornamented* 
with a nuiTiber of bells, which render the march a* 
little noify. The camels in févens are tied to one 
another's tails, with a guide at their head. As for 
the bullocks of burden, the Kalmucs drive them be- 
fore them. 

In thefe marches, the women, particularly the 
young and unmarried, drefs themfelves in their 
beft clothes, paint themfelves carefully, and charm* 
the fatigues of the march by fongs, which turn on 
the prowefs of their anceftnrs, or the ftratagems of' 
their lovers. The mpft diftinguiflhed among them 
are placed in a kind of canop"^ with curtains. 

When the weatlier is favourable the men go be- 
fore, hunt all the vVay to the new cartip, and there 
ftiokiftg their pipes on the grafs, waii' for the main 
body of the band. If the weather or roads be bad, 
they never quit their families, but watch over, their 
beafts of burden, and contmue within reach of them,; 
to give afliftanee in cafe of accidents. 

The Kalmucs live on the fleih of their flocks, and* 
are unacquainted with bread, inftead of which they 
life fbme roots. Their ordinary drink is mare's- 
milk, which they prefer to that of cows, becaufe 
when they four it^ it gets the tafte of n vinous acid,, 
and furniflies a wholefome and refrelhing liqiior; 
which intoxicates when taken td excels. They di& 
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tu it alfo, and from it make a kind of brandy, thp 
life of which wc will not grudge them. , 

All of them, m^n and women, are exceffively 
fond of tea and fmoking tobacco. The tea moft i» 
uie among them, is brought by the Rufl;ans from 
China, {under the name of Tile-Tea. Of it they 
drink moft heartily, along with^camePs milk. In- 
ftead of tea, which is very dear, becaufe of the ex- 
.penfiive carriage, the common people ufe a wild 
plant, of nearly the fame colour and t^fte with tea. 

The Kalmucs are looked on as excellent horfe- 
,iiien, and much more expert than the Tartars. 
The women are equal to the men in dexterity, and 
in running are bold enough to difpute with them 
the prisse of agility. Their arms, which are of the 
Afiatic kind, confift of lances, bows and arrows,, 
fcymitars, a little bent, and with long hilts. The " 
wealthy ufe the European arms, as well as thofe of 
their own country, and in hunting with as much 
<iexterity as any Eurppean. The hunting of which 
they are fondeft, and with which they are much bet- 
ter acquainted than the Europeans, is hawking, in 
which, they ufe hawks of the gofs and lanner kind. 

,The moft ufual" method of hunting the wolf is 
^what is called, hunting liim down. A certain num- 
ber of men, mounted on good horfes, purfue the 
wolf they have ftarted, with fliort^ thick whips, 
and kill him with the handles, when he has given 
Pp 2 .up. 
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up. The Barfchkirians have no other way of def- 
troyîng this animal fo formidable ta their flocks. 

The ELalmucs fpend the moft of their time in di- 
verfions, and however poor their manner of living 
may appear to us, it is to them the height of hap- 
pinefs, becaufe they consider themfelyes as happy, 
as we confider them miferable. They look on our 
houfes, and the palaces of the Great among us, as 
fo many beautiful prifons, for which they entertain 
a kind of horror, and in which they would not rq- 
fide long without contracting the greateft melancholy. 

We obferved that this, people, which fome tra- 
vellers have defcribed as very phlegmatic, are very 
much inclined to love and very prolific. The Bat- 
chelor among the Kalmucs is only an imaginary be- 
ing, and the hut which contains a barren wife, is a 
kind q£ phenomenon. A young girl is hardly mar- 
riageable, when flie is provided with a hulb^nd, 
and a young widow fcarcely finds 'time to lament 
her former hufband before flie has the offer of ano- 
ther. Thus providence ordains a propeniity to mar- 
riage in a nation, which the hardfliips and fuffer- 
iQgs attached to human life would foon annihilate, 
if one generation did not come after another in ra- 
pid and numerous fuçceffion. 

Among the Kalmucs, as among the Mongols, he 
who is the oldeft of a caft, and like a fovereiga 
rulesvover a certain number of people, which they 

: ' ■ call 
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C2^ an UIu/s, bears the title of Taidjhi^ and that of 
î^ajonn is given to his brethren and relations in the 
o)!l Itérai Jine. At his death the TaiJjhi tranfmits 
hi-* Ulufs to his oldeft fon, and affigns a certain ter- 
ritory to his other fons, who become' his vaffals» 
and thç Najonn of tjie firft order exercifes an autho- 
rity like that of their father over thé eftates^ which 
have fallen to their fliare. In the whole Ulufs he is 
their prince, and they are his barons, but it fome- 
times happens that thefe barons banifli their princes 
and rule in their (lead. 

Every 'Ti//V//Z?/, or Nnjonn^ exercifes over his rc- 
JTpeclive iubjefts an unlimited power. He can, at 
his pleafure, fell them, give them away, difpofQ of 
them in his will, inflict on them corporal punifli- 
ment, and even maim them. But the N.tjonn can- 
not put them to death, without the authority of the 
Taidflii, and the principal Lamas of the Ulufs. 

For the adminiftration of jiiftice and internal po- 
lice, every Ulufs is divided into Aimaks, each of 
which commonly contains fifty or fixty families, 
which are governed by Sayfans^ officers named by 'toe 
Taidihi. Thefe Sayfarîs determine differences, and 
levy the contributions du'e to the prince. It is they 
who impofe them, and their impofition is always 
oppreffive, becaufe they have a draw back on the 
fum coUecled, which is allovV-ed them in name of 
fees, and always in proportion to the principal. 

The 
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The Kalmucs have in their code feveral lawsbear« 
ing the fiamp of originality. Every man, furpirifed 
in illicit commerce witrh the concubine of a prieft, is 
let off with a reprimand, and pays a goat or a kid, 
as a fine, if he has been guilty of the fame offence 
with the Wife of a Najonn ; becaufe the law fu^po- 
fes, that a man of conlmon dation would not pre- 
iume to addrefs a woman of rank, if fhe were not 
the firft to make advances. In cafe of ordinary a- 
dultery, the offender gives a horfe of four years old 
to the offended, and the unfaithful wife gives one 
of three years old to the judge. Whoever finds a 
ftranger in bed with his flave, is allowed to ftrip him, 
and fct him out of his hut ftark naked. Whoever 
fleals a horfe muft make refiitution, but in a diffe* 
rent proportion for fiallions, mares, and geldings. 
If the thief be not able to pay, he is fold as a flave. 
The religious opinions of the Kalmucs are the fkrat 
with thofe of the Mongols, to which our readers 
are referred. 

Of the Cqfacs there are feveral nations, who dif- 
fer little from one another, 'but the moft confidera- 
ble is that of the Don. The Coffacs of this nation 
give out their anceftors for the firft, who peopled 
Ruffia. Their countenances are no way different 
from thofe of the Ruffians, whofe language they 
fpeak, in all its purity* Among them the common 
people wear a long beard, for which they have a 

|?-eaf 
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great veneration ; but the people of iiiftinftidn cut 
it, and leave nothing but the whii^ters. The fer- 
rants îtnîtà-te people of rank ; but this rage prevails. 
»ot among the Coflacs alone. The;perfons and 
drefs of the Cc^aes are fuch as we have defcribed 
them in, our firft volume. Their women wear pan- 
taloons, efpecially thofe of ordinary ftation. Their 
head drefe is ridiculous, and disfigures them. The 
young women go bareheaded, and look fo muck 
the better. On feftival days they furround the head 
with a broad bandeau, which they load with toys^ 
and as the French macaronis formerly made them*.' 
fclves be announced at a diftance by the noife of 
their trinkets, the Coffac young women delight ia 
in fending before them the found- of the medals^ 
with which their heads are decked. 

The Coflacs have no religion but the Greek. At 
marriages and funerals only they have fome particu-^ 
îsir cuftoms, which, their rude life and prejudices^ 
have rendered facred. In marriage, for inftance, 
the bridegroom goes ta tlie houfe of his. intended 
wife, riding on a fine horfe, all covered with fmalt 
bells, given him hi a prefent from his neareft rela- 
tions,, and moft intimate friends^ Thefe bells an- 
nounce to the bride the approach of him, to whonv 
fee is going to be united, and raife in her foul, ei* 
ther the fweet émotion, which the arrival of her be- 
loved produces, or that cold pang, which her heart 

muft 
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inuft feel, if he, who is to have her, is not the ob- 
jedlf of her choice, Affer the marriage, thofe bells 
are carefully kept by the wife, who decks the nup- 
tial bed with them on feftival days. Among the 
Coffacs, wives not only bring with them no portion, 
but the hufband is evep obliged to furnifli them 
with a bundle of linen, of which the principal piece 
muft be made into a head-drefs for the marriage ce- 
remony. 

The conftitution of the Coflacs is altogether mi- 
litary, and their difpofition very warlike. In the 
firft volume, their arms and warlike equipment 
have been defcribed. We fhall only obferve here, 
that all of them being born and trained to be fol- 
diers, the Coffacs of the Don alone can fend out a 
hundred thoufand infantry, and mufter, not an 
armed multitude, but a formidable body capable of 
ftriking terror into the beft difciplined army by their • 
way of fighting. 

The Coflacs of the Don call their habitations Sta- 
nitzas. Thefe were firft built by refugees from 6- 
ther parts of Ruflia, who flying from an oppreflîve 
yoke, came to fettle on the banks of the Don. A- 
-lon^ this river there are upwards of an hundred of 
thefe Stanitzas, which are Urge villages, whereof 
fome are fortifi:ed. The moft confiderable among . 
them is Kafanka. Each S.tanitza forms a pariïh. 
The church is always in the centre, and the place,. 
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where it is fituated, is that where the inhabitants of 
the parilh ajSemble to take up arms, or celebrate any 
feftival. The houfes, which are all built of wood, 
are exceedingly neat, and the Bog*s apartment is aU 
waysthe beft finiflied', and kept in the beft repair. 
Each Stanitza is governed by an Attaman^ who is 
elefted annually. It is an indifpenfable requifite to 
have been born in the Stanitza, which he com- 
mands. Over the Coflacs of his diftrid he exercifes 
the funftion of Colonel and Judge, both in civil 
and criminal affairs. No merchants are to be found 
even in the moft confiderable Stanitzas, becaule the 
Coflacs like Valiant knights defpife commerce, and 
pride themfelves in the grofleft ignorance. Their 
priefts take good care to keep this prejudice in all its 
vigour, becaufe they find it to be their intereft. 
They have as ftrong an averfion to agriculture as to 
commerce, fo that the lands they inhabit, though 
excellent, often prefent to view, waftes to the ex- 
tent of more than fix hundred werfts, where ab- 
folute neceflity alone has cleared fome fields. And 
befides, it is not the hands of the Coflacs, which 
have taken this trouble. It is the Malorofians, a caft 
of laborious people, who live among the Coflacs, 
and by their indolence. 

TscHERKASK is the capital of the* Coflacs of the 
Don, and fituated fo as to be an important city, if 
it had citizens inftead of ibldiers. The Coflacs of 

Vol. 11. . qji the 
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the Jaik, now called the Coflacs of Ural, have near* 
ly the fame manners with thofe of the Don. They 
are more civilized and much more induftrious. 
They arc befides a mixture of Kalmucs and Mongol 
Tartars, among whom the manners of thefe people 
are more or Icfs ihaded, according to the cafts s^nd* 
local circumftances. 

Mongols — Under this denomination is compre-* 
hended a very ancient race of people in Afia, who,, 
. about the end of the twelfth century laid the foun- 
dation of one of the moft powerful monarchies, that 
ever exifted. ,They extended their conquefts over 
the greateft part of the globe, gave kings to Perfia 
and Emperors to China» The Mongols; who muft 
not be confounded with the Tartars, whom they 
refemble only in their paftoral life, were Tfchingis*s 
companions in arms, who is known to Europeans 
under the name of Gengis^Kan. After the divifion 
or deftruftion of the empire formed by Tfchingis, 
the Mongols were difperfed among diflFerent Tartar 
cafts, and formed fome new cafts, whence fprung 
the Barfchkirians, Burattians, ELalmucs, and Tun- 
guGans. 

Some hordes of Mongole, yet unmixed, ftill inhaî- 
bit the frontiers of China. They have the features 
of the Kalmucs, the fame food, and almoft all their 
cuftoms. They too profefs the religion of Lamau 
In the Mongol language, Lama fignifies Prieft, and 

the 
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^lic head of their religion, who is faid to be alfo th« 
«xrfjjeft of their worfhip, is 'called the Dalai- Lama ; a 
name fignifying univerfal prieft, cm: prieft of unlimi- 
ted authority. According to this definition the 
Roman Catholics are alfo of the religion of the 
<îreat Lama. Their pope is a Dalai- Lama, an uni- 
verfal, ^catholic prieft, whofe authority has no bounds. 
On the top of a mountain, the Dalai-Lama of the 
Mongols inhabits a kind of temple, which, it is 
ifaid no woman approaches, and of which the guard 
is entrufted to twenty thoufand fubaltern Lamas; 
another refemblance of the Lama of Rome. But 
there is one great difference between the Afiatic 
and European Lama. The former and his fubal- 
terns intereft themfelves only in fpiritual affairs, and 
it is an unpardonable crime for them to interfere in 
temporal matters, whereas the latter Lama and his 
inferiors, wifli to have to do with nothing but the 
temporalities. If what is faid of the fuperftition of 
the Mongols be true, they yet exceed the Catholics, 
which one would think not eafily done. Among 
them, that part of the Dalai- Lama, which nature 
dir.câ:s to be ufed only for the melioration of the 
foil, is carefully coUeôed, dried, and put into boxes 
of gold, or other precious materials, and worn round 
the necks of the fimple Mongols, as a prefervativc 
againft the natural and moral evils, which aflail hu- 
papity. The Dalai-Lama, never dies, that is, his 
9^<]i % pUcc 
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plaoe Is filled up by fome pious fraud. The Roman 
Lama dies, and his place toais filled up by a pious 
fîraud» but it is notorious. 

Tellow is the favourite colour of the Lamas. 
They {have the head and beard. Continence and 
diaftity are virtues, which their rules recommend, 
but arc obferved as among the Roman Lamas. They 
are obliged to be always praying, and they pray as 
mechanically our pariih clerks. 

*' To fear God; ofiend nobody, and give every 
f' one what belongs to him," are the three great 
precepts which the form the bafis of the doctrines 
of the Lamas. If they have no other dogmas, the 
boxes of fecretion {hould be tofled out at the vrin- 
dow, the Grand Lama {hould be laughed at for 
his pretended immortality, and then embraced as a 
brother for the foundnefs of his principles. — ^Every 
honefl: man ought to be of this religion. 

MoRDWANS or Mordwins — Thefe are a remnant 
of the Mongols, who dwell on the banks of the 
Pjana, and are diftinguifhed into two tribes, with 
who{b barbarous names we {hall not trouble our 
readers. Theif manners are a Httle different from 
thofe of the generality olF the Ruffians, and their 
drefs is like that worn by the Barfchkirians and o- 
ther Tartar tribes. The women in their drefs are 
exceffively fond of fmall bells, medals, branches of 
coral, and whatever can make a noife when thqy 
"" " '" ^ ^rç 
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are on a march. The bands of their caps are trimr 
med with them ; their ftomachers are overloaded 
with them, and their girdles are made up of them. 
So that the preparations of a woman of this country 
for a feftival day, in its weight and the pieces of men- 
tal, which compofe it, are liker the harnefe of horfe, 
than the drefs of a woman. 

The Mordwans are induftrious, they cultivate 
the ground, and are fonder of vegetables than of 
flefli or fifh. They are Chriftians, at leaft fo the^ 
Ruffians affirm them to be. Thofe, who are riot, or 
ftill keep by the religious practices of their anceftors 
have no carved idols, nor intermediate divinities be- 
tween the Supreme Being and themfelves. Yet 
fuch a creed prevails among jjmoft all the nations 
of the world, in fpite of reafon and philofophy. 
Wifer far the Mordwans of ancient faith, who have 
neither Academy nor Lyceum, they acknowledge 
only the Being of Beings, and to him alone addrefs 
their prayers. If this venerable religion really exifts 
in this nation, which we can fcarcely believe, it 
were to be wiflied they would fend miffionaries to 
the lefs enlightened quarters of the world. 

OsTiACs — Of this people and the Samoiedes we 
Ihall fay little, as they have been fo fully defcribed 
by other travellers, particularly La Harpe. We fhall 
only obferve here, that the Ofliacs poffefs the banks 
pf the Jenifei and Oby, and are one of the firft Si- 
berian 
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berian nations which the Ruffians fubdued. Thef 
are of middle fiatùre» and of a flender make. Their 
complexion is livid, and their features incxpreffive. 
They are dirty as hogs, cowardly as the timid dove, 
and fimple beyond what words can ejfcprefs. They 
are much addiâed to fuperftition, in which they arc 
encouraged by their priefis, who give themfelves 
out for forcerers, capable of controlling the ele- 
nients, of diving into futurity, and of abfolving, by 
certain magic fpells, a man overwhelmed by iniqui^ ^ 
ties and crimes.^ Thrfe Oftiacs, to whom nature ap- 
pears to have given cMily the form of men, poflefs an 
ungrateful foil, a^ e induftrious, hofpitaUe, fûthful to 
their engagements, and have a horror at theft. A- 
mong them the cares of the family devolve on the 
women, as does the labour of fifhing, from which 
they draw their only fupport. The drefs of both 
fexes is a kind of ^ag of the ikin of fiih or rein-deer 
prepared as our tàniïers prepare their hides. The 
women veil themfclves, and are right in doing fo. 
The Oftiacs live folely on fifli, with which nature 
has ftocked their rivers in abundance, and of which 
they catcl^more than fufficient to fupply their wants. 
T^ieir utenfils, arms, and oils are made of the bones, 
finews, and fat of fifli. They are all pagans, and 
their worfliip correfponds with their intelleâual fa- 
culties. The bear is for them the ipoft terrible e- 
nemy, but his (kin is an objed of adoration. Like* 

the 
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the Kalmucs they have Jurtcs, winter villages, and 
fummer camps. 

Samoiedes — They are neighbours to the Oftiacs, 
from whom they differ very little in manners, cut 
toms and drefs, but much in their perfons. Their 
faces are round, and fometimes agreeable. They 
are of a robuft conftitution, but they are lefs civU 
Hzed tharv the Oftiacs, and are impatient under the 
yoke of the Ruiffians, which hangs very lightly u- 
pon them. Their women da not ufe the veil^ have 
no Ihirts,^ but wear drawers both day and night.. 
They are far from being bes^utîful, and in our opi- 
nion: would be not a little improved by the ufe of 
the veil. The Samoiedes are as dirty as the Oftiacs, 
a«d ftilt lefi nice in what they eat. Even an ani- 
mal in a ftate of putrefaftion does not offend them* 
A Samoiede treats his wife worfe than an Oftiac 
does. The latter makes her labour, but condefcends 
to make her a companion, whereas the Samoiede 
eonfiders her only a fervant. Yet it often happens 
that this wife has brought a portion, which is the 
only riches of her hufband. ït is faid, that new 
married wives fometimes continue virgins for a 
whole month, though lying every night a^ the fide 
of their hufbc^nds. If this be a fad, the hufbands 
muft be very cool, or the wives muft poflefs few at- 
tradions. Like the Oftiacs, they have forcerers, 
vho pretend to be very knowing. Thefe forcerers 

ufe 
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ufe a tabor or an inftrument very like it, either ta 
make his conjurations, or to affift him in the fongs, 
by which he fucceeds in turning the heads of his 
credulous countrymen. The Samoiedes too have 
their Bog. There is not a Jurte, where one may 
not be found, and not a feafon of the year, when 
a rein-deer is not facrificed to this fuppofed divinity. 
The Tunguji or Tunguftans are another iribe of 
Siberians, whom the arms of Ruffia have fubjuga- 
ted. The deferts or Steppes which they inhabit, ex- 
tend from weft to eaft along the Jenifei, as far as the 
Lena and the river Amour. They are divided into 
the Hunting Tungufians, and the Fifliing Tungufi- 
ans. They are of Mongol extradion, their language 
is the fame with that fpoken by the Burattians, 
and their features very like thofe of the Samoiedes. 
Their women pafs for the prettieft in Siberia, where 
the fex is not much favoured by nature. Yet fom'e 
travellers have feen young Tungufian women, who 
might have paffed for beauties in any quarter of 
the world. But they muft be taken at twenty 
years of age, for the rofe fades not fooner than the 
women of this country. Toil, mifery and fmoke 
are the^ caufes of them falling off fo early. Both 
men and women have the fenfes of bearing and fee- 
ing in much greater perfection than the Kalmucs. 
The Tungufians are faid to be free and open, to ab*. 
hor lying, and to defpife the oath, which the im- 

poftot 
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-pofiôr loves to make ïiîs fhîeld. They are fatisfied 
Jiïrith the pooreft fare, and the watit of food for fe- 
deral days cannot dîfpîrit them. But they are fel- 
dom reduced to this extremity, becaufe to them 
every thing is good, as to the Oftiac, and they are 
never difgufted. Befides, along with the refoTirces 
of fiihing, they have that of hunting, which is the 
furer to them, that the x:outi try abounds with game, 
and they are efteemed the beft archers of Siberia. 
It is faid that thdr courage is not inferior to their 
addrefs. Water is their only drink, and a Tungufi- 
an intoxicated is a phenomenon, in fpite of the 
ftrong Hquof s, for which the Ruffians have endea- 
voured to give him a tafle, 'They are ftill a dirtier 
fet of people thad the Ofliacs and Samoiedes. They 
are fo much fo, that no idea can be attempted to be 
given of them without turning the heart of the mau, 
the leaft fufceptible of difguft. They are fubjeft to 
epidemical attacks of the fmall pox, whofe ravages 
arc equal to thofe of the plague. So foon as any 
perfon is attacked by this loathfome difeafe, they 
quickly fly from him, after having provided him 
with what food is neceflary. Left to nature, this 
poor man often recovers bctto: and fooncB than if 
a hundred inoculators had attended him. The Tun- 
gufians marry very young. Among them it is no- 
thing uncommon to fee hufbands of fifteen, and 
widows of twelve years of age. Poligamy is allowr 
youH. J^r ^ 
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ed and praftifed among them, efpedally by the rich j 
' for as a wife muft be bought, or procured by means 
of prefents, which comes to the fame. thing, the 
poor man is contented with one wife, and lives not» 
the lefs happy. When the parents and relations 
have agreed with regard to the reciprocal prefents, 
and conditions, the young couple are bedded toge- 
ther, without their union being preceded by any 
feaft or ceremony. Neither of thefe are ever mind- 
cd, except at taking poffeffion of the new Jurte. 

The Tungufians have a praftice, which prevails in 
America, in Africa, and among many nations, of 
marking their faces with the figures of animals, and 
even trees and flowers. The operation is painful, 
but what will people not do to look beautiful ? 
. These people wear no ihirts, their clothes are 
like thofe of the Samoiedes, but made with more 
proportion^ and much more ornamented. The fhape 
is fomething like ours. Men and' women wear 
breeches; or, to fpeak more properly, the worhen 
drefs like the men, f^qm whom they are diftinguifh- 
ed only by their neck-laces and the ornaments, with 
which they overload themfelvep. 

Their religious opinions are as grofs as their 
manners. Their priefts, whom they call Chamanesj 
and who boaft of being infpired, aâ: as interceflors 
wijh their divinities, of whom the number is confi- 
derable ; but they are all fubjeâ: to one, whom they 

adore 
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adore under the name of Boa. They have the fol- 
lowing idea of Boa. He is the God of gods, dwells 
above the clouds, diftributes the various depart- 
ments in the adminiûration of the world among the 
fubaltern divinities, and watches over them. He 
knows every thing, but is very little taken up about 
individuals. He punifhes none, but does good to 
all. He is invifible, and confequently can be repre- 
fented by no image. We muft confefs this is a Boa, 
to whom a great number of Boas ought to bear re- 
femblance.. They woild then^ ceafe to be cruel, an4 
%ht human race would become more happy. 

FINIS, 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE 

or THR "^ 

CZARS AKD CZARINAS of the HOUSE or ROMANOFF. 

MICHAEL Fedorowitfch,--<Ic<acd Czar, ai February, 1613,— die» 
r» July, i64j- 

Alexis Michaelowitibh, his fon,— crowned, 13 July, 1645, — ^^*f ^ F^ 
bniary, 1676. 

Tcdor Alcxiowitfch, fecond fon to Alcids,— made emperor in 1676,-^ 
dies without iffue in 1682. 

Iwan and Peter Alexîowîtfch, his brothersy— reign jointly till 9 Janu- 
ars^, .161894 the date of Iwan's death. 

Peter I. firnamed the Great,— fiicceeds,— dies, a 8 January, 17x5^ 

Catharine Alexiefha I. fecond wife to Peter I. — fucceeds him, 29 Ja- 
nuary, 1 7 25, -"dies, 16 May, 1727. 

Peter II. fon to the unfortunate Czarowitfch Alexis and Charlotte 
Chriftina Sophia of Br unfwick, — ^fucceeds Cafiiarine, 18 May, 1717^ 
—dies of the fitiall-pox, 51 January, 1730. 

Anne Iwanowna, daughter to Iwan, brother to Peter I.-^leCted^ 
I February, 1730,*— dies, 27 Oûober, 1740. 

Iwan III. nephew to the £mpreis Anne, grandfon to Catharine Iwan- 
owna, by her daughter Anne of Mçcklenburgh and Anthony Ulric 
of Brunfwick,— fucceeds his aunt, 28 Odober, 174», — dethroned,* 

6 December, 1 741,— murdered, 15 July, 1764. 

Elizabeth Petrowna, fecond daughter to Peter I. — ^procldmed Emprefs, 

7 Decenfber, 1741,— dies, 5 January, 1762. 

Peter III. fon to Anne Petrowna, oldeft daughter to Peter I. married 
to Charles FrederickrDuke of Holftein^ottorp, — ^fucceeds his aunt 
Elizabeth, 5 January, 1762,— is depofed,-~dies, 15 July, fame yean 

Catharine Alexiefna 11. fucceeds her hufband Peter III. Whom flic 
-caufcs be dethroned, 9 July, 1762. She now fills the throne of the 
Ruffias. She is daughter to Cbriftian Auguftus, Prince of Anhalt» 
Zerbft, and Jean Elizabeth of Holftein Eutin, fitter to the late kii^ 
iof Sweden. 

K. B. All the abote dates arc in the Old Style. 
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